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Preface 


Two encyclicals, canonizations of six saints, a television 
broadcast, radiomessage and several discourses and letters 
made this quarter a very full one. This issue of THE POPE 
SPEAKS presents thirteen messages of the Holy Father re- 
leased during the quarter. It also presents, as a companion 
piece to the Pope’s discourse on the teaching authority of 
the Church, a letter written at the request of His Holiness 
by Monsignor Montini. As a special tribute to St. Pius X in 
this year of his canonization, we are presenting in this issue 


a series of selected quotations from his writings. 


The response to THE POPE SPEAKS has been most enthusi- 
astic on all sides. We acknowledge again the friends, co- 
workers and counselors whose support has made it possible. 
We also thank the many editors and reviewers who have so 
heartily welcomed and endorsed it. 


Our circulation is growing rapidly and so we strive to ful- 
fill, for our part, the hopes expressed by His Excellency Arch- 
bishop Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States: 
“The Holy Father ardently desires his message to reach all his 
children. This new quarterly will make it possible for every 
family to have his words in their home, to read his teachings 
carefully, and to profit from them.” 


THE EDITORS. 














Completeness.—Not every address or letter of the Holy 
Father is published immediately by the Vatican. Some- 
times several weeks or even months elapse between the 
date of a discourse or letter and its publication. There- 
fore the appearance of a document in THE POPE SPEAKS 
is based not on its delivery date but upon its publication 
date in the first periodical to carry it—usually Osserva- 
tore Romano. 


Titling.—To provide for consistent identification of 
papal documents, we will include four elements in every 
title: Subject matter, audience, first words of the origi- 
nal language text, and date. 


Other Contents.—THE POPE SPEAKS is primarily a 
text service. To a certain extent it will also act as a 
clearing-house for information concerning papal sub- 
jects. For this reason it will welcome correspondence 
with regard to new projects in the field of papal studies: 
books, courses, institutes, and projects of various sorts. 


Translations.—Translations are obtained from various 
sources: Vatican Press, NCWC, London Tablet, Catholic 
Truth Society, and from other recognized translators as 
well as from scholars commissioned by THE POPE SPEAKS. 
It happens sometimes that the first public translations 
were rushed to meet printing schedules. Such transla- 
tions are modified as necessary and sectional headings 
are supplied when used here. The source of each transla- 
tion is indicated in the note to each document. Unless 
otherwise specified, translations are from the Osser- 
vatore text. 
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The interests of God shall be Our interests, 
and for them We are resolved to spend all Our 
strength and Our very life. Hence, should any 


one ask Us for a symbol as the expression of Our 
will, We will give this and no other: “To restore 
all things in Christ.” 


Saint Pius X 
E supremi apostolatus, 
Oct. 4, 1903 














HOLY VIRGINITY 


Encyclical Letter of His Holiness 
Pius XII by Divine Providence Pope 


To Our Venerable Brothers the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion with the 
Apostolic See 


Sacra virginitas 


OLY virginity and that per- 

fect chastity which is con- 

secrated to the service of 
God is without doubt among the 
most precious treasures which the 
Founder of the Church has left 
in heritage to the society which 
He established. 

This assuredly was the reason 
why the Fathers of the Church 
confidently asserted that perpetual 
virginity is a very noble gift which 
the Christian religion has bestow- 
ed on the world. They rightly 
noted that the pagans of antiquity 
imposed this way of .life on the 
Vestals only for a certain time;' 
and that, although in the Old 
Testament virginity is ordered to 
be kept and preserved, it is only 
a previous requisite for mar- 
riage ;? and furthermore, as Am- 
brose writes,’ “We read that also 
in the temple of Jerusalem there 
were virgins. But what does the 
Apostle say? ‘Now all these things 
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happened to them in figure’,* that 
this might be a foreshadowing of 
what was to come.” 


From Apostolic times 


Indeed, right from Apostolic 
times this virtue has been thriving 
and flourishing in the garden of 
the Church. When the Acts of the 
Apostles’ say that Philip the dea- 
con was the father of four virgins, 
the word certainly refers to their 
state of life rather than to their 
age. And not much later Ignatius 
of Antioch salutes the virgins,*® 
who together with the widows, 
formed a not insignificant part 
of the Christian community of 
Smyrna. In the second century, 
as St. Justin testifies, “many men 
and women, sixty and _ seventy 
years old, imbued from childhood 
with the teaching of Christ, keep 
their integrity.”’ Gradually the 
number of men and women who 
had vowed their chastity to God 
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grew; likewise the importance of 
the office they fulfilled in the 
Church increased notably, as We 
have shown more at length in Our 


Apostolic Constitution, ‘“Sponsa 
Christi.’”® 
Further, the Fathers of the 


Church, such as Cyprian, Athan- 
asius, Ambrose, John Chrysostom, 
Jerome, Augustine, and many oth- 
ers, have sung the praises of vir- 
ginity. And this doctrine of the 
Fathers, augmented through the 
course of centuries by the Doctors 
of the Church and the masters of 
asceticism, helps greatly either to 
inspire in the faithful of both 
sexes the firm resolution of dedi- 
cating themselves to God by the 
practice of perfect chastity and 
of persevering thus till death, or 
to strengthen them in the resolu- 
tion already, taken. 

Innumerable is the multitude of 
those who from the beginning of 
the Church until our time have 
offered their chastity to God. Some 
have preserved their virginity un- 
spoiled, others after the death of 
their spouse, have consecrated to 
God their remaining years in the 
unmarried state, and still others, 
after repenting their sins, have 
chosen to lead a life of perfect 
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chastity ; all of them at one in this 
common oblation, that is, for love 
of God to abstain for the rest of 
their lives from sexual pleasure. 
May then what the Fathers of the 
Church preached about the glory 
and merit of virginity be an invi- 
tation, a help, and a source of 
strength to those who have made 
the sacrifice to persevere with con- 
stancy, and not take back or claim 
for themselves even the smallest 
part of the holocaust they have 
laid on the altar of God. 

And while this perfect chastity 
is the subject of one of the three 
vows which consitute the religious 
state,’ and is also required by the 
Latin Church of clerics in major 
orders’ and demanded from mem- 
bers of Secular Institutes,'! it also 
flourishes among many who are 
lay people in the full sense: men 
and women who are not consti- 
tuted in a public state of perfec- 
tion and yet by private promise or 
vow completely abstain from mar- 
riage and sexual pleasures, in or- 
der to serve their neighbor more 
freely and to be united with God 
more easily and more closely. 

To all of these beloved sons and 
daughters who in any way have 
consecrated their bodies and souls 





Dated March 25th, Feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 1954, 
this encyclical was first made public on April 30 and the Latin text together with 
an Italian translation appeared in Osservatore Romano May 1, 1954. The Latin 
text also appears in Acta Apostolicae Sedis (May 16, 1954) vol. 46: 161-191 and 
in American Ecclesiastical Review, July 1954. Translation is by the Vatican Polyglot 
Press; sectional headings are our own. For complete list of English translations 
and commentaries to date see GUIDE. The encyclical was written, it states, to 
‘declare in a particular manner and uphold the Church's teaching on the sublime 
state of virginity and so defend Catholic truth'’ against the errors of those who, 
“straying from the right path in this matter, so exalt marriage as to rank it ahead 
of virginity and thus depreciate chastity consecrated to God and clerical celibacy."’ 
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to God, We address Ourselves, and 
exhort them earnestly to strength- 
en their holy resolution and be 
faithful to it. 


Present errors 


However, since there are some 
who, straying from the right path 
in this matter, so exalt marriage 
as to rank it ahead of virginity 
and thus depreciate chastity con- 
secrated to God and clerical celi- 
bacy, Our apostolic duty demands 
that We now in a particular 
manner declare and uphold the 
Church’s teaching on the sublime 
state of virginity, and so defend 
Catholic truth against these er- 
rors. 

First of all, We think it should 
be noted that the Church has 
taken what is capital in her 
teaching on virginity from the 
very lips of her Divine Spouse. 

For when the disciples thought 
that the obligations and burdens 
of marriage, which their Master’s 
discourse had made clear, seemed 
extremely heavy, they said to 
Him: “If the case stands so be- 
tween man and wife, it is better 
not to marry at all.’’? Jesus Christ 
replied that His ideal is not under- 
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stood by everybody but only by 
those who have received the gift; 
for some are hindered from mar- 
riage because of some defect of 
nature, others because of the vio- 
lence and malice of men, while 
still others freely abstain of their 
own will, and this “for the king- 
dom of heaven.” And He con- 
cludes with these words, “He that 
can take it, let him take it.’ 
By these words the divine Mas- 
ter is speaking not of bodily im- 
pediments to marriage, but of a 
resolution freely made to abstain 
all one’s life from marriage and 
sexual pleasure. For in likening 
those who of their own free will 
have determined to renounce these 
pleasures to those who by nature 
or the violence of men are forced 
to do so, is not the Divine Redeem- 
er teaching us that chastity to be 
really perfect must be perpetual? 


True and false motives 


Here also it must be added, as 
the Fathers and Doctors of the 
Church have clearly taught, that 
virginity is not a Christian virtue 
unless we embrace it “for the 
kingdom of heaven;’’* that is, un- 
less we take up this way of life 





1Cfr. S. AMBROS., De virginibus., lib. I, c. 4, n. 15; De virginitate, c. 3, n. 18; 


P.L. XVI, 193, 269. 


2 Cfr. Ex. XXII, 16-17; Deut. XXII, 23-29; Eccli. 


3S. AMBROS., De virginibus, lib. 


4I Cor. X, ze 
5. Act. XXI, 
6 Cfr. 


Apostolici, vol. I, p. 286. 


XLII, 9. 


I, ec. 3; n. 12; Pls XV, 192. 


S. IGNAT. ANTIOCH., Ep. ad Smyrn., c. 13; ed. Funk-Diekamp, Patres 


78. IUSTIN., Apol. I pro christ., c. 15; P.G. VI, 
8 Cfr. CONST. APOST.. Sponsa "Christi, A; hi 's ‘LIL 1951, pp. 5-8. 


9 Cfr. 
10 Cfr. % 


I. C., can. 487. 
I, C. can. 132, section 1. 


11 Cfr. CONST. APOST. Provida Mater, art. III, section 2; A. A. S. XXXIX, 


1947, p. 121. 
12 MATTH. XIX, 10. 
13 Ibid., XIX, 11-12. 
14 Ibid., XIX, 12. 
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precisely to be able to devote our- 
selves more freely to divine things 
to attain heaven more surely, and 
with skillful efforts to lead others 
more readily to the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Those therefore who do not 
marry because of exaggerated 
self-interest, or because, as Au- 
gustine says, they shun the 
burdens of marriage, or because 
like Pharisees they proudly flaunt 
their physical integrity, an atti- 
tude which has been condemned 
by the Council of Gangra lest men 
and women renounce marriage as 
though it were something despic- 
able instead of because virginity 
is something beautiful and holy,— 
none of these can claim for them- 
selves the honor of Christian vir- 
ginity.*® 

Moreover, the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, writing under divine in- 
spiration, makes this point: “He 
that is without a wife is solicitous 
for the things that belong to the 
Lord, how he may please God... 
And the unmarried woman and 
the virgin thinketh on the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy 
in body and spirit." 

This then is the primary pur- 
pose, this the central idea of Chris- 
tian virginity: to aim only at the 
divine, to turn thereto the whole 
mind and soul; to want to please 
God in everything, to think of Him 
continually, to consecrate body and 
soul completely to Him. 
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Fathers of the Church 


This is the way the Fathers of 
the Church have always _inter- 
preted the words of Jesus Christ 
and the teaching of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles; for from the very 
earliest days of the Church they 
have considered virginity a con- 
secration of body and soul offered 
to God. Thus, St. Cyprian demands 
of virgins that “once they have 
dedicated themselves to Christ by 
renouncing the pleasures of the 
flesh, they have vowed themselves 
body and soul to God ... and 
should seek to adorn themselves 
only for their Lord and please 
only Him.’”'® And the Bishop of 
Hippo, going further, says, “Vir- 
ginity is not honored because it is 
bodily integrity, but because it is 
something dedicated to God... 
Nor do we extol virgins because 
they are virgins, but because they 
are virgins dedicated to God in 
loving continence.”’® And_ the 
masters of Sacred Theology, St. 
Thomas Aquinas” and St. Bona- 
venture,*_ supported by the au- 
thority of Augustine, teach that 
virginity does not possess the sta- 
bility of virtue unless there is a 
vow to keep it forever intact. And 
certainly those who obligate them- 
selves by perpetual vow to keep 
their virginity put into practice in 
the most perfect way possible 
what Christ said about perpetual 
abstinence from marriage; nor can 
it justly be affirmed that the in- 





15S. AUGUSTIN., De sancta virginitate, c. 22; P.L. XL, 407. 
16 Cfr. can. 9; MANSI, Coll. concil., II, 1096. 

171 Cor. VII, 32, 34. 
18S. CYPR., De habitu virginum, 4; P.L. IV, 443. 

19S. AUGUSTIN., De Sancta virginitate, cc. 8, 11; P.L. XL, 400, 401. 
20S. THOM., Summa Th., II-II, q. 152, a. 3, ad 4. 

21S. BONAV., De perfectione evangelica, q. 3, a. 3, sol. 5. 
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tention of those who wish to leave 
open a way of escape from this 
state of life is better and more 
perfect. 

Moreover the Fathers of the 
Church considered this obligation 
of perfect chastity as a kind of 
spiritual marriage, in which the 
soul is wedded to Christ; so that 
some go so far as to compare 
breaking the vow with adultery.” 
Thus, St. Athanasius writes that 
the Catholic Church has been ac- 
customed to call those who have 
the virtue of virginity the spouses 
of Christ.22 And St. Ambrose, 
writing succinctly of the conse- 
crated virgin, says, “She is a vir- 
gin who is married to God.’”™ In 
fact, as is clear from the writings 
of this same Doctor of Milan,” as 
early as the fourth century the 
rite of consecration of a virgin was 
very like the rite the Church uses 
in our own day in the marriage 
blessing.”® 

For the same reason the Fathers 
exhort virgins to love their Divine 
Spouse more ardently than they 
would love a husband had they 
married, and always in their 
thoughts and actions to fulfill His 
will.27, Augustine writes to vir- 
zins: “Love with all your hearts 
Him Who is the most beautiful of 
the sons of men: you are free, 
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your hearts are not fettered by 
conjugal bonds . . . if, then, you 
would owe your husbands great 
love, how great is the love you owe 
Him because of Whom you have 
willed to have not husbands? Let 
Him Who was fastened to the 
cross be securely fastened to your 
hearts.” And this in other re- 
spects too is in harmony with the 
sentiments and resolutions which 
the Church herself requires of vir- 
gins on the day they are solemnly 
consecrated to God by inviting 
them to recite these words: “The 
kingdom of this earth and all 
worldly trappings I have valued as 
worthless for love of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Whom I have seen, 
loved, believed, and _ preferred 
above all else.’’® It is nothing else 
but love of Him that sweetly con- 
strains the virgin to consecrate 
her body and soul entirely to her 
Divine Redeemer; thus St. Metho- 
dius, Bishop of Olympus, places 
these beautiful words on her lips: 
“You yourself, O Christ, are my 
all. For you I keep myself chaste, 
and holding aloft my shining lamp 
I run to meet you, my Spouse.”*° 
Certainly it is the love of Christ 
that urges a virgin to retire be- 
hind convent walls and remain 
there all her life, in order to con- 
template and love the heavenly 





22 Cfr. S. CYPR., De habitu virginum, c. 20; P.L. IV, 459. 
23 Cfr. S. ATHANAS., Apol. ad Constant., 33; P. G. XXV, 640. 
24S. AMBROS., De virginibus, lib. I, c. 8; n. 52; P.L. XVI, 202. 


25 Cfr. Ibid., 


104-114; P.L. XVI, 219-224, 333-336. 


lib. ITI, ce. 1-8, nn. 1-14; De institutione virginis, c. 17, nn. 


26 Cfr. Sacramentarium Leonianum, XXX; P.L. LV, 129; Pontificale Romanum: 
De benedictione et consecratione virginum. 
Cfr. S. CYPR., De habitu virginum, 4 et 22; P.L. IV, 448-444 et 462; S. 
AMBROS., De virginibus, lib. I, c. 7, n. 37; P.L. XVI, 199. 
28 S. AUGUSTIN., De sancta vir initate, cc. 54- 55; P.L. XL, 428. 
29 Pontificale Romanum: De benedictione et consecratione virginum. 
80S. METHODIUS OLYMPI, Convivium decem virginum, orat. XI, c. 2; 


P. G. XVIII, 209. 








Spouse more easily and without 
hindrance; certainly it is the same 
love that strongly inspires her to 
spend her life and strength in 
works of mercy for the sake of her 
neighbor. 


Christ as Model 


As for those men “who were not 
defiled with women, being vir- 
gins,’”** the Apostle John asserts 
that, “they follow the Lamb 
wherever he goes.”*? Let us medi- 
tate, then, on the exhortation Au- 
gustine gives to all men of this 
class: “You follow the Lamb be- 
cause the body of the Lamb is in- 
deed virginal .. . Rightly do you 
follow Him in virginity of heart 
and body wherever He goes. For 
what does following mean but imi- 
tation? Christ has suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, as the 
Apostle Peter says ‘that we should 
follow in his footsteps’.”** Hence 
all these disciples and spouses of 
Christ embraced the state of vir- 
ginity, as St. Bonaventure says, 
“in order to become like unto 
Christ the spouse, for that state 
makes virgins like unto Him.”** 
It would hardly satisfy their burn- 
ing love for Christ to be united 
with Him by the bonds of affec- 
tion, but this love had perforce to 
express itself by the imitation of 
His virtues, and especially by con- 
formity to His way of life, which 
was lived completely for the bene- 
fit and salvation of the human 
race. If priests, religious men and 
women, and others who in any way 
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have vowed themselves to the 
divine service, cultivate perfect 
chastity, it is certainly for the 
reason that their Divine Master 
remained all His life a virgin. St. 
Fulgentius exclaims: “This is the 
only-begotten Son of God, the only- 
begotten Son of a virgin also, the 
only spouse of all holy virgins, the 
fruit, the glory, the gift of holy 
virginity, whom holy virginity 
brought forth physically, to whom 
holy virginity is wedded spiritual- 
ly, by whom holy virginity is made 
fruitful and kept inviolate, by 
whom she is adorned, to re- 
main ever beautiful, by whom 
she is crowned, to reign forever 
glorious.’ 
Virginity and charity 

And here We think it opportune, 
Venerable Brothers, to expose 
more fully and to explain more 
carefully why the love of Christ 
moves generous souls to abstain 
from marriage, and what is the 
mystical connection between vir- 
ginity and the perfection of Chris- 
tian charity. From our Lord’s 
words referred to above, it has 
already been implied that this 
complete renunciation of marriage 
frees men from its grave duties 
and obligations. Writing by divine 
inspiration, the Apostle of the 
Gentiles proposes the reason for 
this freedom in these words: “And 
I would have you to be without 
solicitude. . . . But he that is with 
a wife, is solicitous for the things 





31 Apoc. XIV, 4. 
32 Ibid. 


331 Petr. II, 21; S. AUGUSTIN., De sancta virginitate, c. 27; P.L. XL, 411. 
34S. BONAV., De perfectione evangelica, q. 3, a. 3. 
35 S. FULGENT., Epist. 3, c. 4, n. 6; P.L. LXV, 326. 
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of the world, how he may please 
his wife; and he is divided.”’** Here 
however it must be noted that the 
Apostle is not reproving men be- 
cause they are concerned about 
their wives, nor does he reprehend 
wives because they seek to please 
their husbands; rather is he as- 
serting clearly that their hearts 
are divided between love of God 
and love of their spouse, and beset 
by gnawing cares, and so by rea- 
son of the duties of their married 
state they can hardly be free to 
contemplate the divine. For the 
duty of the married life to which 
they are bound clearly demands: 
“They shall be two in one flesh.’’*’ 
For spouses are to be bound to 
each other by mutual bonds both 
in joy and in sorrow.** It is easy 
to see, therefore, why persons who 
desire to consecrate themselves to 
God’s service embrace the state 
of virginity as a liberation, in or- 
der to be more entirely at God’s 
disposition and devoted to the 
good of their neighbor. How, for 
example, could a missionary such 
as the wonderful St. Francis 
Xavier, a father of the poor such 
as the merciful St. Vincent de 
Paul, a zealous educator of youth 
like St. John Bosco, a tireless 
“mother of emigrants” like St. 
Francis. Xavier Cabrini, have ac- 
complished such gigantic and pain- 
ful labors, if each had to look 
after the corporal and spiritual 
needs of a wife or husband and 
children? 
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Aid in spiritual life 


There is yet another reason why 
souls desirous of a total consecra- 
tion to the service of God and 
neighbor embrace the state of vir- 
ginity. It is, as the holy Fathers 
have abundantly illustrated, the 
numerous advantages for advance- 
ment in spiritual life which derive 
from a complete renouncement of 
all sexual pleasure. It is not to be 
thought that such pleasure, when 
it arises from lawful marriage, is 
reprehensible in itself; on the con- 
trary, the chaste use of marriage 
is ennobled and sanctified by a 
special sacrament, as the Fathers 
themselves have clearly remarked. 
Neverthe’ess, it must be equally 
admitted that as a consequence of 
the fall of Adam the lower facul- 
ties of human nature are no longer 
obedient to right reason, and may 
involve man in dishonorable ac- 
tions. As the Angelic Doctor has 
it, the use of marriage “keeps the 
soul from full abandon to the serv- 
ice of God.’’®® 

It is that they may acquire this 
spiritual liberty of body and soul, 
and that they may be freed from 
temporal cares, that tne Latin 
Church demands of her sacred 
ministers that they voluntarily 
oblige themselves to observe per- 
fect chastity.*° And “if a similar 
law,” as Our predecessor of im- 
mortal memory Pius XI declared, 
“does not bind the ministers of 
the Oriental Church to the same 
degree, nevertheless among them 





361 Cor. VII, 32-33. 
37 Gen. II, 24; Cfr. MATTH, XIX, 5. 
38 Cfr. I Cor., VII, 39. 
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too ecclesiastical celibacy occupies 
a place of honor, and, in certain 
cases, especially when the higher 
grades of the hierarchy are in 
question, it is a necessary and 
obligatory condition.’’* 


Sacred ministers 


Consider again that sacred min- 
isters do not renounce marriage 
solely on account of their apostolic 
ministry, but also by reason of 
their service at the altar. For, if 
even the priests of the Old Testa- 
ment had to abstain from the use 
of marriage during the period of 
their service in the Temple, for 
fear of being declared impure by 
the Law just as other men,* is it 
not much more fitting that the 
ministers of Jesus Christ, who 
offer every day the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice, possess perfect chastity? 
St. Peter Damian, exhorting 
priests to perfect continence, asks: 
“If Our Redeemer so loved the 
flower of unimpaired modesty 
that not only was He born from 
a virginal womb, but was also 
cared for by a virgin nurse even 
when He was still an infant cry- 
ing in the cradle, by whom, I ask, 
does He wish His body to be han- 
dled now that He reigns, limitless, 
in heaven?’.*3 

It is first and foremost for the 
foregoing reasons that, according 
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to the teaching of the Church, holy 
virginity surpasses marriage in 
excellence. Our Divine Redeemer 
had already given it to His dis- 
ciples as a counsel for a more per- 
fect life.** St. Paul, after having 
said that the father who gives his 
daughter in marriage “does well,” 
adds immediately “and he that 
gives her not, does better.’’** Sev- 
eral times in the course of his 
comparison between marriage and 
virginity the Apostle reveals his 
mind, and especially in these 
words: “for I would that all men 
were even as myself ... But I 
say to the unmarried and to wid- 
ows: it is good for them if they 
so continue, even as I.’ Vir- 
ginity is preferable to marriage 
then, as We have said, above all 
else because it has a higher aim:*’ 
that is to say, it is a very efficaci- 
ous means for devoting oneself 
wholly to the service of God, while 
the heart of married persons will 
remain more or less “divided.’’** 

Turning next to the fruitful 
effects of virginity, our apprecia- 
tion of its value will be enhanced; 
for “by the fruit the tree is 
known.”’*° 


Spiritual paternity 


We feel the deepest joy at the 
thought of the innumerable army 
of virgins and apostles who, from 
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the first centuries of the Church 
up to our own day, have given up 
marriage to devote themselves 
more easily and fully to the salva- 
tion of their neighbor for the love 
of Christ, and have thus been en- 
abled to undertake and carry 
through admirable works of reli- 
gion and charity. We by no means 
wish to detract from the merits 
and apostolic fruits of the active 
members of Catholic Action: by 
their zealous efforts they can often 
touch souls that priests and reli- 
gious cannot gain. Nevertheless, 
works of charity are for the most 
part the field of action of conse- 
crated persons. These generous 
souls are to be found laboring 
among men of every age and con- 
dition, and when they fall, worn 
out or sick, they bequeath their 
sacred mission to others who take 
their place. Hence it often hap- 
pens that a child, immediately 
after birth, is placed in the care 
of consecrated persons, who sup- 
ply in so far as they can for a 
mother’s love; at the age of rea- 
son he is entrusted to educators 
who see to his Christian instruc- 
tion together with the develop- 
ment of his mind and the forma- 
tion of his character; if he is sick, 
the child or adult will find nurses 
moved by the love of Christ who 
will care for him with unweary- 
ing devotion; the orphan, the per- 
son fallen into material destitution 
or moral abjection, the prisoner, 
will not be abandoned. Priests, 
religious, consecrated virgins will 
see in him a suffering member of 
Christ’s Mystical Body, and recall 
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the words of the Divine Redeemer: 
“For I was hungry, and you gave 
me to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave me to drink; I was a stranger, 
and you took me in; naked, and 
you covered me; sick, and you 
visited me; I was in prison, and 
you came to me... Amen I say 
to you, as long you did it to one 
of these my least brethren, you 
did it to me.”®° Who can ever 
praise enough the missionaries 
who toil for the conversion of the 
pagan multitudes, exiles from 
their native country, or the nuns 
who render them _ indispensable 
assistance?” To each and every 
one We gladly apply these words 
of Our Apostolic Exhortation, 
“Menti Nostrae:” “... by this law 
of celibacy the priest not only does 
not abdicate his paternity, but in- 
creases it immensely, for he be- 
gets not for an earthly and tran- 
sitory life but for the heavenly 
and eternal one.” ** 


Fruits of virginity 


The fruit of virginity is not only 
in these external works, to which 
it allows one to devote oneself 
more easily and fully, but also in 
the earnest prayer offered for 
others and the trials willingly and 
generously endured for their sake, 
which are other very perfect forms 
of charity toward one’s neighbor. 
To such also the servants and 
spouses of Christ, especially those 
who live within the convent or 
monastery walls, have consecrated 
their whole lives. 

Finally, virginity consecrated to 
Christ is in itself such an evidence 
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51 A. A. S. XLII, 1950, p. 663. 








110 


of faith in the kingdom of heaven, 
such a proof of love for our Di- 
vine Redeemer, that there is little 
wonder if it bears abundant fruits 
of sanctity. Innumerable are the 
virgins and apostles vowed to per- 
fect chastity who are the honor of 
the Church by the lofty sanctity 
of their lives. In truth, virginity 
gives souls a force of spirit capable 
of leading them even to martyr- 
dom, if needs be: such is the clear 
lesson of history which proposes 
a whole host of virgins to our ad- 
miration, from Agnes of Rome to 
Maria Goretti. 

Virginity fully deserves the 
name of angelic virtue, which St. 
Cyprian writing to virgins affirms: 
‘What we are to be, you have al- 
ready commenced to be. You al- 
ready possess in this world the 
glory of the resurrection; you pass 
through the world without suffer- 
ing its contagion. In preserving 
virgin chastity, you are the equals 
of the angels of God.’*? To souls, 
restless for a purer life or inflamed 
with the desire to possess the 
kingdom of heaven, virginity of- 
fers itself as “a pearl of great 
price,” for which one “sells all 
that he has, and buys it.”5? Mar- 
ried people and even those who are 
captives of vice, at the contact of 
virgin souls, often admire the 
splendor of their transparent pur- 
ity, and feel themselves moved to 
rise above the pleasures of sense. 
When St. Thomas states “that to 
virginity is awarded the tribute 
of the highest beauty,’ it is be- 
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cause its example is captivating; 
and, besides, by their perfect 
chastity do not all these men and 
women give a striking proof that 
the mastery of the spirit over the 
body is the result of a divine as- 
sistance and the sign of proven 
virtue? 

Worthy of special consideration 
is the reflection that the most deli- 
cate fruit of virginity consists in 
this, that virgins make tangible, 
as it were, the perfect virginity of 
their mother, the Church and the 
sanctity of her intimate union with 
Christ. In the ceremony of the 
consecration of virgins, the con- 
secrating prelate prays God: “that 
there may exist more noble souls 
who disdain the marriage which 
consists in the bodily union of man 
and woman, but desire the mys- 
tery it enshrines, who reject its 
practice while loving its mystic 
signification.”*® 

The greatest glory of virgins is 
undoubtedly to be the living im- 
ages of the perfect integrity of 
the union between the Church and 
her divine Spouse. For this society 
founded by Christ it is a profound 
joy that virgins should be the 
marvellous sign of its sanctity and 
fecundity, as St. Cyprian so well 
expressed it: “They are the flower 
of the Church, the beauty and 
ornament of spiritual grace, a sub- 
ject of joy, a perfect and unsullied 
homage of praise and honor, the 
image of God corresponding to the 
sanctity of the Lord, the most il- 

lustrious portion of Christ’s flock. 
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In them the glorious fecundity of 
our mother, the Church, finds ex- 
pression and she rejoices; the 
more the number of virgins in- 
creases, the greater is this moth- 
er’s joy.’’** 


Il 


This doctrine of the excellence 
of virginity and of celibacy and of 
their superiority over the married 
state was, as We have already said, 
revealed by our Divine Redeemer 
and by the Apostles of the Gen- 
tiles; so too, it was solemnly de- 
fined as a dogma of divine faith 
by the holy council of Trent,®’ and 
explained in the same way by all 
the holy Fathers and Doctors of 
the Church. Finally, We and Our 
Predecessors have often expound- 
ed it and earnestly advocated it 
whenever occasion offered. But re- 
cent attacks on this traditional 
doctrine of the Church, the dan- 
ger they constitute, and the harm 
they do to the souls of the faith- 
ful lead Us, in fulfilment of the 
duties of Our charge, to take up 
the matter once again in this 
Encyclical Letter, and to reprove 
these errors which are so often 
propounded under a specious ap- 
pearance of truth. 

First of all, it is against com- 
mon sense, which the Church al- 
ways holds in esteem, to consider 
the sexual instinct as the most im- 
portant and the deepest of human 
tendencies, and to conclude from 
this that man cannot restrain it 
for his whole life without danger 
to his vital nervous system, and 
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consequently without injuring the 
harmony of his personality. 


Reason controls 


As St. Thomas very rightly ob- 
serves, the deepest natural instinct 
is the instinct of conservation; the 
sexual instinct comes second. In 
addition, it is for the rational in- 
clination, which is the distinguish- 
ing privilege of our nature, to reg- 
ulate these fundamental instincts 
and by dominating to ennoble 
them.*® 

It is, alas, true that the sin of 
Adam has caused a deep disturb- 
ance in our corporal faculties and 
our passions, so that they wish 
to gain control of the life of the 
senses and even of the spirit, ob- 
scuring our reason and weakening 
our will. But Christ’s grace is 
given us, especially by the sacra- 
ments, to help us to keep our 
bodies in subjection and to live by 
the spirit.°° The virtue of chastity 
does not mean that we are insensi- 
ble to the urge of concupiscence, 
but that we subordinate it to rea- 
son and the law of grace, by striv- 
ing wholeheartedly after what is 
noblest in human and Christian 
life. 

In order to acquire this perfect 
mastery of the spirit over the 
senses, it is not enough to refrain 
from acts directly contrary to 
chastity, but it is necessary also 
generously to renounce anything 
that may offend this virtue nearly 
or remotely; at such a price will 
the soul be able to reign fully over 
the body and lead its spiritual life 
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in peace and liberty. Who then 
does not see, in the light of Catho- 
lic principles, that perfect chastity 
and virginity, far from harming 
the normal unfolding of man or 
woman, on the contrary endow 
them with the highest moral nobil- 
ity. 


Marriage and celibacy 


We have recently with sorrow 
censured the opinion of those who 
contend that marriage is the only 
means of assuring the natural de- 
velopment and perfection of the 
human personality.® For there are 
those who maintain that the grace 
of the sacrament, conferred ex 
opere operato, renders the use of 
marriage so holy as to be a fitter 
instrument than virginity for unit- 
ing souls with God; for marriage is 
a sacrament, but not virginity. We 
denounce this doctrine as a dan- 
gerous error. Certainly, the sac- 
rament grants the married couple 
the grace to accomplish holily the 
duties of their married state, and 
it strengthens the bonds of mutual 
affection that unite them; but the 
purpose of its institution was not 
to make the employment of mar- 
riage the means, most suitable in 
itself, for uniting the souls of the 
husband and wife with God by the 
bonds of charity. 

Or rather does not the Apostle 
Paul admit that they have the 
right of abstaining for a time 
from the use of marriage, so that 
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they may be more free for 
prayer,®? precisely because such 
abstinence gives greater freedom 
to the soul which wishes to give 
itself over to spiritual thoughts 
and prayer to God? 

Finally, it may not be asserted, 
as some do, that the “mutual 
help,’’®* which is sought in Chris- 
tian Marriage, is a more effective 
aid in striving for personal sanct- 
ity than the solitude of the heart, 
as they term it, of virgins and 
celibates. For although all those 
who have embraced a life of per- 
fect chastity have deprived them- 
selves of the expression of human 
love permitted in the married 
state, nonetheless it cannot there- 
by be affirmed that because of this 
privation they have diminished 
and despoiled the human personal- 
ity. For they receive from the 
Giver of heavenly gifts something 
spiritual which far exceeds that 
“mutual help” which husband and 
wife confer on each other. They 
consecrate themselves to Him Who 
is their source, and Who shares 
with them His divine life, and 
thus personality suffers no loss, 
but gains immensely. For who, 
more than the virgin, can apply 
to himself that marvelous phrase 
of the Apostle Paul: “I live, now 
not I; but Christ liveth in me.’’* 

For this reason the Church has 
most wisely held that the celibacy 
of her priests must be retained; 
she knows it is and will be a source 
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of spiritual graces by which they 
will be evermore closely united 


with God. 


Errors in counseling the young 


We feel it opportune, moreover, 
to touch somewhat briefly here on 
the error of those who, in order 
to turn boys and girls away from 
Seminaries and Religious Insti- 
tutes, strive to impress upon their 
minds that the Church today has 
a greater need of the help and of 
the profession of Christian virtue 
on the part of those who, united in 
marriage, lead a life together with 
others in the world, than of priests 
and consecrated virgins, who, be- 
cause of their vow of chastity, 
are, as it were, withdrawn from 
human society. No one can fail 
to see, Venerable Brothers, how 
utterly false and harmful is such 
an opinion. 

Of course, it is not Our intention 
to deny that Catholic spouses, be- 
cause of the example of their 
Christian life, can, wherever they 
live and whatever be their circum- 
stances, produce rich and salutary 
fruits as a witness to their virtue. 
Yet whoever for this reason argues 
that it is preferable to live in 
matrimony than to consecrate one- 
self completely to God, without 
doubt perverts the right order. 
Indeed We earnestly wish, Vener- 
able Brothers, that those who have 
already contracted marriage, or 
desire to enter this state, be prop- 
erly taught their serious obliga- 
tions not only to educate properly 
and carefully whatever children 
they have or will have, but also 
to help others, within their capac- 
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ity, by the testimony of their faith 
and the example of their virtue. 
And yet, as Our duty demands, We 
cannot but censure all those who 
strive to turn young people away 
from the Seminary or Religious 
Orders and Institutes, and from 
the taking of sacred vows, per- 
suading them that they can, if 
joined in marriage, as fathers and 
mothers of families pursue a 
greater spiritual good by an open 
and public profession of their 
Christian life. Certainly their con- 
duct would be more proper and 
correct, if, instead of trying to 
distract from a life of virginity 
those young men and women, who 
desire to give themselves to the 
service of God, too few alas today, 
they were to exhort with all the 
zeal at their command the vast 
numbers of those who live in wed- 
lock to promote apostolic works in 
the ranks of the laity. On this 
point, Ambrose fittingly writes: 
“To sow the seeds of perfect pur- 
ity and to arouse a desire for vir- 
ginity has always belonged to the 
function of the priesthood.’® 

We think it necessary, more- 
over, to warn that it is altogether 
false to assert that those who are 
vowed to perfect chastity are prac- 
tically outside the community of 
men. Are not consecrated virgins, 
who dedicate their lives to the 
service of the poor and the sick, 
without making any distinction as 
to race, social rank, or religion, are 
not these virgins united intimately 
with their miseries and sorrows, 
and affectionately drawn to them, 
as though they were their moth- 
ers? And does not the priest like- 
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wise, moved by the example of his 
Divine Master, perform the func- 
tion of a good shepherd, who 
knows his flock and calls them by 
name?* Indeed it is from that 
perfect chastity which they culti- 
vate that priests and religious men 
and women find the motive for 
giving themselves to all, and love 
all men with the love of Christ. 
And they too, who live the con- 
templative life, precisely because 
they not only offer to God prayer 
and supplication but immolate 
themselves for the salvation of 
others, accomplish much for the 
good of the Church; indeed, when 
in circumstances like the present 
they dedicate themselves to works 
of charity and of the apostolate, 
according to the norms which We 
laid down in the Apostolic Letter 
“Sponsa Christi,” * they are very 
much to be praised; nor can they 
be said to be separated from con- 
tact with men, since they labor 
for their spiritual progress in this 
twofold way. 

From the Church’s teaching on 
the excellence of virginity, let Us 
now come, Venerable Brothers, to 
some points which are of practical 
application. 


Not necessary for perfection 


In the first place, it must be 
clearly stated that because vir- 
ginity should be esteemed as some- 
thing more perfect than marriage, 
it does not follow that it is neces- 
sary for Christian perfection. 
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Holiness of life can really be at- 
tained, even without a chastity 
that is consecrated to God. Wit- 
ness to this are the many holy 
men and women, who are publicly 
honored by the Church, and who 
were faithful spouses and stood 
out as an example of excellent 
fathers and mothers; indeed it is 
not rare to find married people 
who are very earnest in their ef- 
forts for Christian perfection. 

It should be pointed out, also, 
that God does not urge all Chris- 
tians to virginity, as the Apostle 
Paul teaches us with these words: 
“Now concerning virgins, I have 
no commandment of the Lord; but 
I give counsel.’”** We are, there- 
fore, merely invited by counsel to 
embrace perfect chastity, as some- 
thing which can lead those “to 
whom it is given’® more safely 
and successfully to the evangelical 
perfection they seek, and to the 
conquest of the kingdom of heav- 
en. Wherefore it is “not imposed, 
but proposed,” as St. Ambrose so 
aptly observed.” 


Free choice and grace 


Hence, perfect chastity de- 
mands, first, a free choice by 
Christians before they consecrate 
themselves to God and then, from 
God, supernatural help and grace.” 
Our Divine Redeemer Himself has 
taught us this in the following 
words: “All men take not his 
word, but they to whom it is given. 
. . . He that can take it, let him 
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take it.”’* St. Jerome, intently 
pondering this sacred phrase of 
Jesus Christ, exhorts all “that 
each one study his own powers, 
whether he can fulfill the precepts 
of virginal modesty. For of itself 
chastity is charming and attrac- 
tive to all. But one’s forces must 
be considered, that he who can 
may take it. The Lord’s word is 
as it were an exhortation, stirring 
on His soldiers to the prize of pur- 
ity. He that can take it, let him 
take it: let him who can, fight, 
conquer and receive his reward.””* 


A difficult virtue 


For virginity is a difficult vir- 
tue; that one be able to embrace 
it there is needed not only a strong 
and declared determination of com- 
pletely and perpetually abstaining 
from those legitimate pleasures 
derived from marriage; but also 
a constant vigilance and struggle 
to contain and dominate rebellious 
movements of body and soul, a 
flight from the importunings of 
this world, a struggle to conquer 
the wiles of Satan. How true is 
that saying of Chrysostom: “the 
root, and the flower, too, of vir- 
ginity is a crucified life.”"* For 
virginity, according to Ambrose, 
is as a sacrificial offering, and the 
virgin “an oblation of modesty, a 
victim of chastity.”"> Indeed, St. 
Methodius, Bishop of Olympus, 
compares virgins to martyrs,” and 
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St. Gregory the Great teaches that 
perfect chastity substitutes for 
martyrdom: “Now, though the era 
of persecution is gone, yet our 
peace has its martyrdom, because 
though we bend not the neck to 
the sword, yet with a spiritual 
weapon we slay fleshly desires in 
our hearts.”"* Hence a chastity 
dedicated to God demands strong 
and noble souls, souls ready to do 
battle and conquer “for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven.”7® 
Prior, therefore, to entering 
upon this most difficult path, all 
who by experience know they are 
too weak in spirit should humbly 
heed this warning of Paul the 
Apostle: “But if they do not con- 
tain themselves, let them marry. 
For it is better to marry than to 
be burnt.”® For many, undoubted- 
ly, the burden of perpetual con- 
tinence is a heavier one than they 
should be persuaded to shoulder. 
And so priests, who are under 
grave obligation of helping by 
their advice young people who de- 
clare they are drawn by some 
movement of soul to aspire to the 
priesthood or enter religious life, 
must urge them to ponder the 
matter carefully, lest they enter a 
way which they cannot hope to 
follow sturdily and happily to its 
end. They should prudently ex- 
amine the fitness of candidates, 
even obtaining, as often as is prop- 
er, the opinion of experts; and 
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then, if serious doubt remains, 
especially if it is based on past 
experience, they should make use 
of their authority to make candi- 
dates cease from seeking a state 
of perfect chastity, nor should 
these latter ever be admitted to 
Holy Orders, or to religious pro- 
fession. 


Virginity and mental health 


And yet, although chastity 
pledged to God is a difficult virtue, 
those who after serious considera- 
tion generously answer Christ’s 
invitation and do all in their power 
to attain it, can perfectly and 
faithfully preserve it. For since 
they have eagerly embraced the 
state of virginity or celibacy, they 
will certainly receive from God 
that gift of grace through whose 
help they will be able to carry out 
their promise. Wherefore, if there 
are any “who do not feel they have 
the gift of chastity even though 
they have vowed it,”® let them not 
declare they cannot fulfill their 
obligations in this matter. “For,” 
says the Council of Trent, quoting 
St. Augustine, “‘God does not 
command the impossible, but in 
commanding serves notice that one 
do what he can, and pray for what 
he cannot,’** and He helps us to 
accomplish it.’*®* This truth, so 
full of encouragement, We recall 
to those also whose will has been 
weakened by upset nerves and 
whom some doctors, sometimes 
even Catholic doctors, are too 
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quick to persuade that they should 
be freed from such an obligation, 
advancing the specious reason that 
they cannot preserve their chast- 
ity without suffering some harm 
to their mental balance. How much 
more useful and opportune it is to 
help the infirm of this type to 
strengthen their will, and to ad- 
vise them that not even to them 
is chastity impossible, according to 
the word of the Apostle: “God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that which 
you are able: but will make also 
with temptation issue, that you 
may be able to bear it.’’®* 


Helps recommended 


Here are the helps, commended 
to us by our Divine Redeemer, by 
which we may efficaciously pro- 
tect our virtue: constant vigilance, 
whereby we diligently do all that 
we can; moreover, constant prayer 
to God, asking for what we can- 
not attain by ourselves, because of 
our weakness. “Watch and pray, 
that you enter not into tempta- 
tion. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.’** A vigi- 
lance which guards every moment 
of our lives and every type of cir- 
cumstance is absolutely necessary 
for us: “For the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit: and the spirit 
against the flesh.’®> But if any- 
one grants however little to the 
enticements of the flesh, he will 
see himself quickly pulled toward 
those “works of the flesh” which 
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the Apostle lists,** the basest and 
ugliest vices of man. 

Hence we must watch particu- 
larly over the movements of our 
passions and of our senses, and 
so control them by voluntary dis- 
cipline in our lives and by bodily 
mortification that we render them 
obedient to right reason and God’s 
law: “And they that are Christ’s 
have crucified their flesh, with its 
vices and concupiscences.”*’ 

The Apostle of the Gentiles says 
this about himself: “But I chas- 
tise my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest perhaps, when I 
have preached to others, I myself 
should become a castaway.’’®* All 
holy men and women have most 
carefully guarded the movements 
of their senses and their passions, 
and at times have very harshly 
crushed them, in keeping with the 
teaching of the Divine Master: 
“But I say to you, that whosoever 
shall look on a woman to lust after 
her, hath already committed adul- 
tery with her in his heart. And 
if thy right eye scandalize thee, 
pluck it out and cast it from thee. 
For it is expedient for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, 
rather than that thy whole body 
be cast into hell.’’*® It is abundant- 
ly clear that with this warning 
Our Saviour demands of us above 
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all that we never consent to any 
sin, even internally, and that we 
steadfastly remove far from us 
anything that can even slightly 
tarnish the beautiful virtue of pur- 
ity. In this matter no diligence, 
no severity can be considered ex- 
aggerated. If ill health or other 
reasons do not allow one heavier 
corporal austerities, yet they never 
free one from vigilance and inter- 
nal self-control. 


Flight and vigilance 


On this point it should be noted, 
as indeed the Fathers®® and Doc- 
tors" of the Church teach, that 
we can more easily struggle 
against and repress the wiles of 
evil and the enticements of the 
passions if we do not struggle 
directly against them, but rather 
flee from them as best we may. 
For the preserving of chastity, ac- 
cording to the teaching of Jerome, 
flight is more effective than open 
warfare: “Therefore I flee, lest I 
be overcome.”’*? Flight must be 
understood in this sense, that not 
only do we diligently avoid oc- 
casions of sin, but especially that 
in struggles of this kind we lift 
our minds and hearts to God, in- 
tent above all on Him to Whom we 
have vowed our virginity. “Look 
upon the beauty of your Lover,” 
St. Augustine tells us. 
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Flight and alert vigilance, by 
which we carefully avoid the oc- 
casions of sin, have always been 
considered by holy men and wom- 
en as the most effective method 
of combat in this matter; today 
however it does not seem that 
everybody holds the same opinion. 
Some indeed claim that all Chris- 
tians, and the clergy in particular, 
should not be “separated from the 
world” as in the past, but should 
be “close to the world;” therefore 
they should “take the risk” and 
put their chastity to the test in 
order to show whether or not they 
have the strength to resist; there- 
fore, they say, let young clerics 
see everything so that they may 
accustom themselves -to gaze at 
everything with equanimity, and 
thus render themselves immune to 
all temptations. For this reason 
they readily grant young clerics 
the liberty to turn their eyes in 
any direction without the slightest 
concern for modesty ; they may at- 
tend motion pictures, even ‘those 
forbidden by ecclesiastical censor- 
ship; they may peruse even‘ ob- 
scene periodicals; they may read 
novels which are listed in the 
Index of forbidden books or pro- 
hibited by the Natural Law. All 
this they allow because today the 
multitudes are fed by this kind of 
amusement and publication and 
because those who are minded to 
help them should understand their 
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way of thinking and feeling. But 
it is easily seen that this method 
of educating and training the 
clergy to acquire the sanctity 
proper to their calling is wrong 
and harmful. For “he that loveth 
danger shall perish in it;”°* most 
appropriate in this connection is 
the admonition of Augustine: “Do 
not say that you have a chaste 
mind if your eyes are unchaste, 
because an unchaste eye betrays 
an unchaste heart.’®® 

No doubt this pernicious method 
is based upon serious confusion of 
thought. Indeed Christ Our Lord 
asserted of His Apostles, “I have 
sent them into the world;’”* yet 
previously He had said of them, 
“They are not of the world, as I 
also am not of the world,” and 
He had prayed to His Heavenly 
Father in these words, “I pray not 
that thou shouldst take them out 
of the world, but that thou 
shouldst keep them from evil.’ 
Motivated by the same principles, 
and in order to protect priests 
from temptations to evil, to which 
all those are ordinarily subject 
who are in intimate contact with 
the world, the Church has promul- 
gated appropriate and wise laws,” 
whose purpose is to safeguard 
sacerdotal sanctity from the cares 
and pleasures of the laity. 

All the more reason why the 
young clergy, because they are to 
be trained in the spiritual life, in 
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sacerdotal and religious perfection, 
must be separated from the tumult 
of the world before entering the 
lists of combat; for long years 
they must remain in a Seminary 
or Scholasticate where they re- 
ceive a sound and careful educa- 
tion which provides them with a 
gradual approach to and a pru- 
dent knowledge of those problems 
which our times have brought to 
the fore, in accordance with the 
norms which We established in the 
Apostolic Exhortation “Menti Nos- 
trae.”°° What gardener would ex- 
pose young plants, choice indeed 
but weak, to violent storms in or- 
der that they might give proof of 
the strength which they have not 
yet acquired? Seminarians and 
scholastics are surely to be con- 
sidered like young and weak plants 
who must still be protected and 
gradually trained to resist and to 
fight. 


Christian modesty 


The educators of the young 
clergy would render a more valu- 
able and useful service, if they 
would inculcate in youthful minds 
the precepts of Christian modesty, 
which is so important for the pre- 
servation of perfect chastity and 
which is truly called the prudence 
of chastity. For modesty foresees 
threatening danger, forbids us to 
expose ourselves to risks, demands 
the avoidance of those occasions 
which the imprudent do not shun. 
It does not like impure or loose 
talk, it shrinks from the slightest 
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immodesty, it carefully avoids sus- 
pect familiarity with persons of 
the other sex, since it brings the 
soul to show due reverence to the 
body, as being a member of 
Christ’ and the temple of the 
Holy Spirit.*°? He who possesses 
the treasure of Christian modesty 
abominates every sin of impurity 
and instantly flees whenever he is 
tempted by its seductions. 

Modesty will moreover suggest 
and provide suitable words for 
parents and educators by which 
the youthful conscience will be 
formed in matters of chastity. 
“Wherefore,” as We said in a re- 
cent address, “this modesty is not 
to be so understood as to be equiv- 
alent to a perpetual silence on this 
subject, nor as allowing no place 
for sober and cautious discussion 
about these matters in imparting 
moral instruction.”*°* In modern 
times however there are some 
teachers and educators who too 
frequently think it their duty to 
initiate innocent boys and girls 
into the secrets of human gener- 
ation in such a way as to offend 
their sense of shame. But in this 
matter a just temperance and 
moderation must be used, as 
Christian modesty demands. 

This modesty is nourished by 
the fear of God, that filial fear 
which is founded on the virtue of 
profound Christian humility, and 
which creates in us utter abhor- 
rence for the slightest sin, as Our 
predecessor, St. Clement I, stated 
in these words, “He who is chaste 
in flesh should not be proud, for 
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he should know that he owes the 
gift of continence to another.”? 
How important Christian humility 
is for the protection of virginity, 
no one perhaps has taught more 
clearly than Augustine. “Because 
perpetual continence, and virginity 
above all, is a great good in the 
saints of God, extreme vigilance 
must be exercised lest it be cor- 
rupted by pride. . . . The more 
clearly I see the greatness of this 
gift, the more truly do I fear lest 
it be plundered by thieving pride. 
No one therefore protects vir- 
ginity, but God Himself Who be- 
stowed it: and ‘God is charity.’ ? 
The guardian therefore of vir- 
ginity is charity; the habitat of 
this guardian is humility.’ 


Prayer and sacraments 


Moreover there is another argu- 
ment worthy of attentive consider- 
ation: to preserve chastisty un- 
stained neither vigilance nor mod- 
esty suffice. Those helps must also 
be used which entirely surpass the 
powers of nature, namely prayer 
to God, the Sacraments of Penance 
and Holy Eucharist, a fervent 
devotion to the most holy Mother 
of God. 

Never should it be forgotten 
that perfect chastity is a great 
gift of God. For this reason 
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Jerome wrote these succinct words, 
“It is given to those,’ who have 
asked for it, who have desired it, 
who have worked to receive it. 
For it will be given to everyone 
who asks, the seeker will find, to 
the importunate it will be open- 
ed.”2°° Ambrose adds that the 
constant fidelity of virgins to 
their Divine Spouse depends upon 
prayer. *° With that fervent piety 
for which he was noted St. Al- 
phonsus Liguori taught that there 
is no help more necessary and cer- 
tain for conquering temptations 
against the beautiful virtue of 
chastity than instant recourse to 
God in prayer.’’° 

To prayer must be added fre- 
quent and fervent use of the Sac- 
rament of Penance which, as a 
spiritual medicine, purifies and 
heals us; likewise it is necessary 
to receive the Eucharist, which 
as Our predecessor of happy mem- 
ory Leo XIII asserted, is the best 
remedy against lust.141 The more 
pure and chaste is a soul, the more 
it hungers for this bread, from 
which it derives strength to re- 
sist all temptations to sins of im- 
purity, and by which it is more 
intimately united with the Divine 
Spouse; “He who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood, abides in me and 
I in him.” 
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Special devotion to Mary 


The eminent way to protect and 
nourish an unsullied and perfect 
chastity, as proven by experience 
time and again throughout the 
course of centuries, is solid and 
fervent devotion to the Virgin 
Mother of God. In a certain way 
all other helps are contained in 
this devotion; there is no doubt 
that whoever is sincerely and 
earnestly animated by this devo- 
tion is salutarily inspired to 
constant vigilance, to continual 
prayer, to receive the Sacraments 
of Penance and the Holy Euchar- 
ist. Therefore in a paternal way 
We exhort all priests, religious 
men and women, to entrust them- 
selves to the special protection of 
the holy Mother of God who is the 
Virgin of virgins and the “teacher 
of virginity,” as Ambrose says,"™** 
and the most powerful Mother of 
those in particular who have vow- 
ed and consecrated themselves to 
the service of God. 

That virginity owes its origin 
to Mary is the testimony of Athan- 
asius,''* and Augustine clearly 
teaches that “The dignity of vir- 
ginity began with the Mother of 
the Lord.”'** Pursuing the ideas 
of Athanasius,''* Ambrose holds 
up the life of the Virgin Mary as 
the model of virgins. “Imitate her, 
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my daughters... !?** Let Mary’s 
life be for you like the portrayal 
of virginity, for from her, as 
though from a mirror, is reflected 
the beauty of chastity and the 
ideal of virtue. See in her the pat- 
tern of your life, for in her, as 
though in a model, manifest teach- 
ings of goodness show what you 
should correct, what you should 
copy and what preserve .. . She is 
the image of virginity. For such 
was Mary that her life alone suf- 
fices for the instruction of all 

. '8 Therefore let holy Mary 
guide your way of life.’”"° “Her 
grace was so great that it not only 
preserved in her the grace of vir- 
ginity, but bestowed the grace of 
chastity upon those on whom she 
gazed.”"*° How true is the saying 
of Ambrose, “Oh the richness of 
the virginity of Mary!" Because 
of this richness it will be very use- 
ful for religious men and women 
and for priests of our day to con- 
template the virginity of Mary, in 
order that they may more faith- 
fully and perfectly practice the 
chastity of their calling. 

But it is not enough, beloved 
sons and daughters, to meditate 
on the virtues of the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary: with absolute confidence 
fly to her and obey the counsel of 
St. Bernard, “Let us seek grace 
and seek it through Mary.’’*? In 
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a special way entrust to her 
during the Marian Year the care 
of your spiritual life and perfec- 
tion, imitating the example of 
Jerome who asserted, “My vir- 
ginity is dedicated in Mary and 
to Christ.’’'?* 

In the midst of the grave diffi- 
culties with which the Church 
must contend today, the heart of 
the Supreme Pastor is greatly 
comforted, Venerable Brothers, 
when We see that virginity, which 
is flourishing throughout the 
world, is held in great honor and 
repute in the present as it was in 
past centuries, even though, as 
We have said, it is being attacked 
by errors which, We trust, will 
soon be dispelled and pass away. 


Vocations needed 


Nevertheless We do not deny 
that this Our joy is overshadowed 
by a certain sorrow since We learn 
that in not a few countries the 
number of vocations to the priest- 
hood and to the religious life is 
constantly decreasing. We have 
already given the principal rea- 
sons which account for this fact 
and there is no reason why We 
should return to them now. Rath- 
er do We trust that those educa- 
tors of youth who have suc- 
cumbed to errors in this matter, 
will repudiate them as soon as 
they are detected, and will conse- 
quently seriously resolve both to 
correct them and to do what they 
can to provide every. help for the 
youth entrusted to their care who 
feel themselves called by divine 
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grace to aspire to the priesthood 
or to embrace the religious life, in 
order that they may be able to 
reach so noble a goal. May God 
grant that new and larger ranks 
of priests, religious men and wom- 
en, equal in number and virtue to 
the current necessities of the 
Church, may soon go forth to cul- 
tivate the vineyard of the Lord. 

Moreover, as the obligation of 
Our Apostolic Office demands, We 
urge fathers and mothers to will- 
ingly offer to the service of God 
those of their children who are 
called to it. But if this be a source 
of trouble, sorrow or regret, let 
them seriously meditate upon the 
admonition which Ambrose gave 
to the mothers of Milan. “The ma- 
jority of the young women whom 
I knew wanted to be virgins were 
forbidden to leave by their moth- 
ers... .If your daughters want to 
love a man, the laws allow them 
to choose whom they will. But 
those who have a right to choose 
a man, have no right to choose 
God ?”7124 

Let parents consider what a 
great honor it is to see their son 
elevated to the priesthood, or their 
daughter consecrate her virginity 
to her Divine Spouse. In regard 
to consecrated virgins, the Bishop 
of Milan writes, “You have heard, 
parents, that a virgin is a gift of 
God, the oblation of parents, the 
priesthood of chastity. The virgin 
is a mother’s victim, by whose 
daily sacrifice divine anger is ap- 
peased.”’75 
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Virginity and martyrdom 


Before We come to the end of 
this Encyclical Letter, We wish, 
Venerable Brothers, to turn Our 
mind and heart in a special man- 
ner to those men and women, who, 
vowed to the service of God, are 
suffering bitter and terrible perse- 
cutions in not a few countries. Let 
them imitate the example of the 
consecrated virgins of the early 
Church who with covrageous and 
indomitable hearts suffered mar- 
tyrdom for the sake of their vir- 
ginity.'*° 

May all who have vowed to 
serve Christ, bravely persevere 
“even to death.’’'*? May they real- 
ize that their pains, sufferings and 
prayers are of great value in the 
sight of God for the restoration 
of His Kingdom in their countries 
and in the universal Church; may 
they be most certain that those 
“who follow the Lamb whither He 
goeth,”?** will sing forever a “new 
canticle,”?”° which no one else can 
sing. 

Our paternal heart is filled with 
compassion for priests, religious 
men and women, who are bravely 
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professing their faith even to the 
extent of martyrdom; and not only 
for them, but for all those who in 
every part of the world are totally 
dedicated and consecrated to the 
divine service, We implore God 
with suppliant prayer to sustain, 
strength and console them. We 
earnestly invite each and every 
one of you, Venerable Brothers, 
and your faithful to pray with Us 
and to implore for all these souls 
the consolations, gifts and graces 
which they need from God. 

Let the Apostolic Blessing, 
which with loving heart We im- 
part to you, Venerable Brothers, 
to all priests and consecrated vir- 
gins, to those especially “who 
suffer persecution for justice’s 
sake’’*° and to all your faithful, 
be a pledge of heavenly grace and 
a testimony of Our paternal be- 
nevolence. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
March 25th, Feast of the Annunci- 
ation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
1954, in the sixteenth year of Our 
Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 
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On The Priesthood. . . 


. . . Let chastity, therefore, ever flourish among you in unblemished 
honor; that choicest ornament of our order, in whose beauty as the priest 
is made like to the angels so is he, too, more venerable in the eyes of the 
Christian people, and richer in holy fruits . 


. . . Sanctity alone makes us what our divine vocation requires us to be: 
Men crucified to the world, and for whom the world itself is crucified; men 
walking in the newness of life, who, as St. Paul admonishes, should show 
themselves as the ministers of God “in labors, in watchings, in fastings, in 
chastity, in knowledge, in long-suffering, in sweetness, in the Holy Ghost, 
in charity unfeigned, in the word of truth" (II Cor. vi, 5 seq.); whose thoughts 
are fixed only on heavenly things, and who strive by all means to lead others 
thither . 


. . . Now experience teaches that the man who exercises a frequent and 
rigid censorship over his thoughts, words, and actions is the better capable 
at once of hating and avoiding evil and of cultivating earnestly what is good. 
Experience equally teaches us how many drawbacks and losses fall to the lot 
of the man who shuns that tribunal where justice sits in judgment, and his 
conscience appears as the culprit and as his accuser... 


. . . With the daily contemplation of divine things it is of great import- 
ance that the priest should unite the assiduous reading of pious books, 
especially those that are divinely inspired . . . 


... '"Pray without ceasing" (I Thess. v, 17). For the soul desirous of its 
own sanctity, as well as of the salvation of others, how many occasions are 
given each day for turning to God! Inner troubles, strong and obstinate 
temptations, lack of virtues, remissness in labor and the sterility of it, most 
frequent offenses and negligences, the fear of the divine judgment—all 
these are powerful incentives to us to cry out before the Lord and thus, in 
addition to receiving the aid we seek, to become easily rich in merits. Nor 
is it for ourselves alone that we should weep. Amid the deluge of iniquity 
which is spreading on all sides, it is for us especially to implore and beseech 
the Divine Mercy, for us to entreat Christ, so benignly lavish of all grace in 
the wonderful sacrament: "Spare, O Lord spare Thy people!" . 


—St. Pius X. Aug. 4, 1908. 

















The High Mission 


of the Teaching Brother 


Letter to Cardinal Valeri, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of 
Religious Orders and Institutes 


Procuratores generales 


UR Beloved Son, Health and 
Apostolic Benediction: The 
Procurators General of eight 

Religious Institutes of Brothers, 
whose special mission is the in- 
struction and education of youth, 
have presented Us with an official 
report of the annual meeting of 
the French Provinces of their In- 
stitutes, held last year at Paris, 
in order to inform Us of what had 
been accomplished there, and what 
they hope to accomplish in the 
future. At the same time, they 
besought Us in a submissive and 
respectful spirit to give them the 
best means to increase their num- 
bers and to achieve the happiest 
results in their recruitment of vo- 
cations. 


Natural and supernatural 


This is what We gladly do in 
succinct form by means of this 
letter. And in the first place, We 
congratulate them very much, be- 
cause We know with what zealous 
and untiring will these Brothers 
are fulfilling the mission confided 
to them, a mission that can be of 
the greatest assistance to the 
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Church, to the family, and to civil 
society itself. Indeed, their work 
is of great importance. Boys and 
young men are the blossoming 
hope of the future. And the course 
of events in the years ahead 
will depend especially upon those 
young men who are instructed in 
the liberal arts and every type of 
discipline, so that they may as- 
sume the direction not only of 
their private affairs but also of 
public matters. If their minds are 
illumined by the light of the Gos- 
pel, if their wills are formed by 
Christian principles and fortified 
by divine grace, then we may hope 
that a new generation of youth 
will emerge, which can happily 
triumph over the difficulties, be- 
wilderments and fears that pres- 
ently assail us, and which by its 
knowledge, virtue and example can 
establish a better and healthier 
social order. It is Our great con- 
solation to know that these Reli- 
gious Institutes are laboring to 
that end, guided by those wise 
rules which their Founders have 
bequeathed to their respective In- 
stitutes as a sacred inheritance. 
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We desire that they perform this 
task not only with the greatest 
alertness, diligence and devotion, 
but also animated by that super- 
natural spirit, by which human 
efforts can flourish and bring forth 
salutary fruits. And specifically 
We wish that they strive to imbue 
the youths confided to them with a 
doctrine that is not only certain 
and free from all error, but which 
also takes account of those special 
arts and processes which the pres- 
ent age has introduced into each 
of the disciplines. 

But what is most important is 
this, that they draw supernatural 
strength from their Religious Life, 
which they ought most intensive- 
ly to live, by which they may form 
to Christian virtue the students 
committed to their care, as the 
mission confided to them by the 
Church demands. For, if this vir- 
tue were relegated to a subordi- 
nate position, or neglected entirely, 
neither literary nor any other type 
of human knowledge would be able 
to establish their lives in rectitude. 
In fact, these merely human at- 
tainments can become effective 
instruments of evil and unhap- 
piness, especially at that age 
“which is as wax, so easily can 
it be fashioned to evil.” (Horace, 
de Arte Poetica, 163) 

Therefore, let them watch over 
the minds and souls of youth; let 
them have a profound understand- 
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ing of youthful indifference, of its 
hidden motivations, of its deep- 
seated drives, of its inner unrest 
and distress, and let them wisely 
guide them. And, let them act 
with vigor to drive away at once 
and with the utmost determination 
those false principles which are a 
threat to virtue, to avert every 
danger that can tarnish the 
brightness of their souls, and to 
so order all things about them that 
while the mind is being illumined 
by truth, the will may be rightly 
and courageously controlled and 
moved to embrace all that is good. 


High honor and dignity 


While these Religious Brothers 
know that the education of youth 
is the art of arts and the science 
of- sciences (St. Gregory Nazian- 
zen,, orat. II, Migne P.G. XXXV, 
426), they know, too, that they 
can do all these things with the 
divine aid, for which they pray, 
mindful of the word of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, “I can do all things 
in Him who strengtheneth me.” 
(Phil: IV, 13). Therefore, let 
them cultivate their own piety as 
much as they can, as is only right, 
who, although not called to the 
religious priesthood, yet have been 
admitted to the lay form of the 
Religious Life (Canon 488, 4). 
Such a Religious Institute, al- 
though composed almost entirely 
of those who by God’s special call- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano April 7, 1954. Latin text. Translation by Broth- 
er Charles Henry, F.S.C. 

In this letter, occasioned by the report of the annual meeting of the French Pro- 
vinces of Religious Institutes of Brothers, the Holy Father points out the high honor 
and dignity of the lay brother's state and the importance to the Church, family and 
society of his mission. In the United States there are about 6000 brothers in thirteen 
congregations which conduct more than 300 schools and colleges. 
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ing have renounced the dignity of 
the priesthood and the consola- 
tions that flow therefrom, is all 
the same held in high honor by 
the Church, and is of the greatest 
assistance to the sacred ministry 
by the Christian formation of 
youth. On a previous occasion we 
turned our attention to this sub- 
ject, saying: “The Religious State 
is in no sense reserved to either 
the one or the other of the two 
types which by divine right exist 
in the Church, since not only the 
clergy but likewise the laity can 
be Religious.” (Allocution to the 
Meeting of the Religious Orders 
... held at Rome; A.A.S. 1951 pg. 
28.) And by the very fact that the 
Church has endowed laymen with 
this dignity and status, it is quite 
plainly signified to all that each 
part of this holy militia can labor, 
and very effectively, both for its 
own salvation and that of others, 
according to the special canonical 
rules and norms by which each is 
regulated. 

Wherefore, let no one lack 
esteem for the members of these 
Institutes because they do not em- 
brace the priesthood, or think that 
their apostolate is less fruitful. 
Moreover, it is a fact well known 
to Us that they gladly encourage 
the youths committed to their care 
for instruction and education to 
embrace the priesthood, when it 
seems that divine grace is calling 
them. Nor is there any lack of 
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instances of their former pupils 
who now adorn the ranks of the 
episcopate and even the Sacred 
College of Cardinals. These Reli- 
gious Institutes merit and deserve 
Our praise and that of the whole 
Church; they deserve, also, the 
good will of the Bishops and the 
Clergy, since they give them their 
fullest support, not only in pro- 
viding a fitting education for 
youth, but also in cultivating the 
vocations of those students whom 
divine grace attracts to the sacred 
priesthood. 

Therefore, let them hold to the 
way upon which they have en- 
tered, their vigor increasing day 
by day; and, one with the other 
religious Orders and Congrega- 
tions to whom this work has been 
confided, let them devote them- 
selves to the instruction and edu- 
cation of youth with peaceful and 
willing souls. 

As a pledge of the divine help, 
which we implore for them with 
earnest prayer, and as a testimony 
of Our personal benevolence, we 
lovingly impart the Apostolic 
Blessing to you, Our Beloved Son, 
and to each of the Superiors of 
these Institutes, to their subjects, 
and to their pupils. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
on the 31st day of the month of 
March, of the year 1954, the 
sixteenth year of Our Pontificate. 


Pius XII, Pope. 


The fruits of our labors may come slowly; but charity wearies not 
with waiting, knowing that God prepares His rewards not for the re- 
sults of toil but for the good will shown in it. 


—St. Pius X. E supremi apostolatus, 


Oct. 4, 1903. 
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The sure and direct road 


For can any one fail to see that there is no surer or more direct road 
than by Mary for uniting all mankind in Christ and obtaining through Him 
the perfect adoption of sons, that we may be holy and immaculate in the 
sight of God? For if to Mary it was truly said: "Blessed art thou who has be- 
lieved, because in thee shall! be fulfilled the things that have been told thee by 
the Lord" (Luke i, 45); or in other words, that she would conceive and bring 
forth the Son of God; and if she did receive in her womb Him who is by 
nature Truth itself in order that ‘He, generated in new order, and with a 
new nativity, though invisible in Himself, might become visible in our flesh: 
(St. Leo the Great, Ser 2 De Nativ. Dom.) "the Son of God made man, 
being the “author and finisher of faith,” it surely follows that His Mother 
most holy should be recognized as participating in the divine mysteries and 
as being in a manner the guardian of them, and that upon her as upon a 
foundation, the noblest after Christ, rises the edifice of the faith of all 
centuries. ... 


. . . And it cannot be doubted that through the Virgin, and through her 
more than through any other means, we have a way of reaching the knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ offered to us, when it is remembered that with her 
alone of all others Jesus for thirty years was united, as it behooves a son 
to be united with his mother, in the closest ties of intimacy and domestic 
life. Who more than His Mother could have a far-reaching knowledge of 
the admirable mysteries of the birth and childhood of Christ, and above 
all of the mystery of the Incarnation, which is the beginning and the founda- 
tion of faith? She not only kept in her heart the events of Bethlehem and 
what took place in Jerusalem in the Temple of the Lord, but sharing as she 
did the thoughts and the secret wishes of Christ she may be said to have 
lived the very life of her Son. Hence nobody ever knew Christ so profound- 
ly as she did, and nobody can ever be more competent as a guide and 
teacher of the knowledge of Christ. 


—St. Pius X. Ad diem illum 
laetissimum. Feb. 7, 1904. 

















X-Rays and the Problem of Suffering 


To Participants in the Congress of Radiology and 
Electrology in Rome 


Nous sommes heureux d’accueillir 


ENTLEMEN, We are happy 

to welcome your group be- 

fore Us today, a group im- 
pressive in both the number and 
the distinction of its members. 
Two great congresses, one na- 
tional the other international, have 
brought you together this year in 
Rome for. the discussion of a par- 
ticularly rich scientific program, 
to the illustration of which the 
most eminent authorities have 
brilliantly contributed with learn- 
ed conferences and numerous valu- 
able reports. 

Radiology is growing more per- 
fect every day. It now holds such 
a place in general medicine that 
the latter can no longer ignore its 
potentialities nor do without its 
help. The time is past when it was 
considered by many a specializa- 
tion easily neglected. Today it has 
won an acknowledged place in the 

* profession, for it has often cor- 
rected and at times even revolu- 
tionized traditional ideas. Thus, 
for example, thanks to X-ray ex- 
amination of the living patient, 
both normal and_ pathological 
anatomy and physiology have 
made noteworthy progress. It is 
now possible to diagnose more 
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rapidly and more surely congenital 
or acquired diseases, hitherto dis- 
tinguished only with difficulty or 
too late; and the same means of 
observation have revealed the in- 
terrelation and repercussion of 
localized abnormalities, allowing 
suitable treatment, making earlier 
medical attention possible and 
affording precious help to all 
branches of medicine. 

The role of radiology is not con- 
fined to investigation and informa- 
tion, It is also therapeutic. Its 
practical applications are numer- 
ous and beneficial, especially in the 
case of inflammations and in the 
domain, unfortunately so vast, of 
tumors of all kinds. 

How many technical problems 
there are which have been solved 
since 1895, date of the first dis- 
coveries of Roentgen, up to the 
marvelous radiological apparatuses 
of our own day! For it is a fact 
that wherever the direct observa- 
tion of phenomena is impossible, 
the workings of the human mind 
must be surrounded by infinite 
precautions; one must proceed by 
hypotheses, constantly inventing 
some new means of rendering 
sensible what was not so, of meas- 
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uring quantities or velocities ab- 
solutely outside the normal range 
of our senses. The simple ques- 
tion of the heat to be eliminated 
in the generators of X-ray pre- 
sents great technical difficulties, 
and if we consider all the condi- 
tions necessary for obtaining a 
correct radioscopic or radiographic 
picture, one is astounded to see 
them fulfilled in one and the same 
apparatus, namely the tube with 
revolving anticathode, universally 
employed today. 

If one turns to the specifically 
medical question of the effects of 
X-ray on living matter, one is 
again faced with a number of 
enigmas concerning the nature of 
the disturbances produced in the 
cells by the mysterious bombard- 
ment of infinitely small particles 
moving with extreme velocity. The 
knowledge which electronic micro- 
scopes themselves give of the mi- 
nutest elements of the cell does 
not enlighten us concerning the 
immediate and remote consequence 
of the lesions which these ele- 
ments sustain, nor concerning the 
possibility of restoring healthy 
tissue injured in the treatment of 
tissues composed of parasite cells. 

We know, however, that para- 
site and pathological cells are 
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much more sensitive to X-ray than 
natural and healthy ones, and the 
whole radiotherapy of malignant 
tumors is based on this observa- 
tion. Its use and its limits are de- 
fined by the knowledge of the 
doses which the surrounding tis- 
sue can support. One must en- 
deavor to bring to bear on the 
tumor, at any depth, a dose of 
radiation sufficient to destroy it 
completely while sparing the 
healthy regions. The vital problem 
is to determine in each individual 
case what the organism of the 
patient can stand at that precise 
moment ; for time is often too short 
to await remote reactions, whilst 
on the other hand the disease must 
be cut short before it spreads. 
One easily perceives how exten- 
sive is the knowledge required to 
use X-rays. Two of the topics of 
your congress are devoted to it; 
others study new radiographic 
techniques with regard to the kid- 
neys or the physiotherapy of 
sport. 

But the advantages of a con- 
gress are far from being exhausted 
by the listing of official lectures 
and conferences. Often it is per- 
sonal relationships and meetings 
which represent their most note- 
worthy attraction and benefit; 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 5-6, 1954 and in Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis (May 28, 1954) vol. 46: 214-218. Translation based on one by Vatican 


Press Office. 


Because of -his illness the Holy Father was unable to receive the radiologists 
in person as he had planned; accordingly he sent them specially printed copies 


of this discourse. 


Radiology has accomplished much and will no doubt accomplish more in the 
way of diagnosing and treating man’s ills. However, the radiologists should seek 
to imitate Christ by extending their interest in the patient's health to the moral 
level, and by assisting him to face and to profit from his suffering. 








X-RAYS AND SUFFERING 


deep friendships based on mutual 
respect invite or nourish valuable 
collaboration. Who does not know 
the patience and devotion to sci- 
ence which are necessary to the 
researcher and experimenter so 
that he be not content with a 
vague approximation, that he may 
not exaggerate the results of his 
work, that he keep constantly and 
to the very end that perfect scien- 
tific honesty without which there 
could be no definite progress. A 
single individual might tire, or 
give up his effort; if he is stimu- 
lated by the example and encour- 
agement of faithful friends, there 
is more likelihood of bringing his 
laborious effort to a _ successful 
conclusion. 


Overconfidence and 
discouragement 


Radiology has given doctors a 
new instrument, product of a new 
and bold science, which as yet, 
perhaps, gives only a glimpse of 
the number of its future applica- 
tions. The most optimistic hopes 
seem justified, but such a prospect 
might beget among some a harm- 
ful reaction: overconfidence and 
its almost automatic corollary, dis- 
couragement, when failure follows. 
Every technique applied to the re- 
storing or the safeguarding of 
health is exercised necessarily in 
a limited field of action. It may 
heal one ailment, retard another, 
but it will never completely sup- 
press sickness, pain and death. 
When the doctor ponders this 
truth, it is with difficulty that he 
avoids a feeling of bitterness, es- 
pecially when he has placed his 
faith in the capacities of a new 
technique, one capable of splendid 
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development. Yet he would err in 
giving in to this feeling, and there- 
by abandoning the struggle. For, 
in bringing to other specialists a 
valuable collaboration, in develop- 
ing constantly the possibilities 
proper to your own field, you will 
succeed, perhaps, and We ardently 
desire it, gentlemen, in triumphing 
over ills hitherto judged incurable. 


Example of Christ: cure soul 
with body 


But there is still another objec- 
tive, more worthy and more de- 
sirable. Do you not admire the 
sovereign ease with which Christ 
healed the sick brought to Him? 
A look, a gesture of His hand, a 
soothing word, and the sufferer 
went away, freed from his ailment 
—but above all purified in the 
depths of his soul and conscience. 
Should not you, too, desire to ex- 
tend your action to the moral 
level? The meaning of a human 
destiny is not limited to the en- 
joyment or recovery of perishable 
health; it extends infinitely, even 
to the ineffable realities of the 
other world. How accept sickness 
and suffering? How profit from 
them for purifying the heart and 
esteeming more exactly human 
values? These are the problems 
which present themselves to every 
sick person, the solution of which 
he consciously or unconsciously 
seeks. If you are willing to help 
those, who will have recourse to 
you, to answer these questions, you 
will not have to fear any more the 
failure of your efforts in the medi- 
cal sphere, nor even the misunder- 
standing and opposition of those 
who uphold different methods. 
Animated by a profound charity, 
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you will perform an action which, 
besides its temporal efficacy, ac- 
quires an eternal value. 

The scholar who devotes him- 
self to labors such as yours does 
not serve an idol, but in trying to 
know the inexhaustible riches of 
physical and living nature, he dis- 
closes every day a bit more of the 
treasures placed by the Creator in 
His handwork. He is like one who 
discovers new lands for the glory 
of his Lord. And in the same 
measure he is also the benefactor 
of men, his brothers, at whose 
service he places immediately, or 
as soon as he can, the result of 
his research. Gentlemen, your 
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role is noble among the labors on 
behalf of humanity, and We read- 
ily congratulate you and extend to 
you the encouragement you can 
rightly expect from Us. Nothing 
that touches the knowledge and 
happiness of humanity leaves Us 
indifferent, and We express the 
most cordial and sincere desires 
for the success of your labors. 

May Almighty God, by the 
Apostolic Blessing received from 
Our hand, shower on you here 
present, on your families and on 
all those dear to you, the abun- 
dance of His graces and His most 
precious favors. 





Science and revelation 


Human science gains greatly from revelation for the latter opens 
new horizons and makes known sooner additional truths of the natural 
order. It opens the true road to investigation and “keeps it safe from 
errors of application and method. Thus does the lighthouse show 
many things which otherwise would not be seen even as it points out 
the rocks on which the vessel would suffer shipwreck. 


—St. Pius X. lucunda sane, Mar. 12, 1904. 


Faith and reason 


Of course the natural guide is the human mind; but if the mind 
has not its proper light, viz.: the knowledge of divine things, it will 
be the blind leading the blind, ending only in the ditch. 


—St. Pius X. Acerbo nimis, Apr. 15, 1904. 








Easter 1954 and the 
Threat of ABC Warfare 


To The Peoples Assembled in St. Peter's Square 


Non altrimenti 


rejoiced in the evening of the 

first Easter Day when they 
saw the risen Master once more 
back in their midst, so you, be- 
loved sons and daughters, are 
opening your hearts to the joy of 
this solemn feast day, and are wel- 
coming in trustful confidence the 
greetings of peace which We, the 
Vicar on earth of the Divine Re- 
deemer, renew in His name to the 
Church and to the human family. 
“Gavisi sunt discipuli, viso Dom- 
ino. Dixit ergo eis iterum: Pax 
vobis” (John 20, 20-21). The dis- 
ciples rejoiced at the sight of the 
Lord. He therefore said to them 
again: peace be to you. 

In humbly returning thanks to 
the Divine Mercy for having 
granted to Us the inestimable gift 
of celebrating together with you 
this sacred festival, We would not 
fail to manifest to you Our pater- 
nal gratitude for the filial affec- 
tion and devout prayers which 
brought comfort to Us in Our re- 
cent affliction. 

Oh, how great is Our desire that 
the joy of the Christian Pasch 
might flood the hearts of all men 


J xc as the disciples of Jesus 
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so that the Church could sing in 
fullest meaning: “In resurrec- 
tione tua, Christe, coeli et terra 
laetentur” (Brev. Rom., Dom. in 
Albis, ad Laudes). Heaven and 
earth rejoice in Thy resurrection, 
O Christ. 


Fear of War 


But, if everything is peace and 
joy in heaven, here on earth the 
cold hard facts are quite other- 
wise. Here, in place of the serene 
joy, the secret of which Christ has 
made known, the anxiety and even 
the alarm of people increases from 
year to year caused by the fear 
of a third world conflict—the fear 
of a tomorrow of horror in which 
they might find themselves aban- 
doned to the mercies of new, de- 
structive armaments unheard of 
in their capacity of violence. 

Of such weapons We have al- 
ready spoken; of such We have ex- 
pressed Our fear as early as Febru- 
ary, 1943. For they are of a type 
that could bring about “a danger- 
ous catastrophe for our entire 
planet” (Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 
1948, page 75). They could cause 
the total extermination of all life, 
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animal and vegetable, and of all 
the works of man over ever-widen- 
ing regions. And now, these new 
weapons, because of artificial 
radio-active isotopes of extended 
average life, are capable of infect- 
ing for a long period of time even 
the very atmosphere, the world’s 
surface, the ocean itself—and all 
this even in areas far from the 
places directly hit by the nuclear 
explosives. As a consequence there 
now rises before the eyes of a ter- 
rified world the vision of destruc- 
tion on a gigantic scale—the vision 
of vast territories rendered unin- 
habitable and useless to mankind. 

And there is the possibility of 
further biological consequences 
that can be brought about by these 
weapons, either by the mutations 
effected in micro-organisms and 
cells, or by reason of the uncertain 
outcome which a prolonged radio- 
active stimulus could have on ma- 
jor organisms, not excluding man 
and his descendants. In this con- 
nection we must not omit high- 
lighting the danger to future gen- 
erations that could result from 
these possible mutations—either 
such biological changes as are al- 
ready possible or could be brought 
about in the future by some new 
processes and which could com- 
pletely twist all those things which 
go to make up man’s hereditary 
constitution. We call attention to 
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the fact that among these devia- 
tions there probably are or will be 
pathogenic factors which are the 
causes of transmissible diseases or 
even of monstrous deformities. 

For Our part, We will tirelessly 
endeavor to bring about, by means 
of international agreements—al- 
ways recognizing the principle of 
legitimate self-defense (cf., how- 
ever, Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 1953, 
pages 748-49)—tthe effective pro- 
scription and banishment of 
atomic, biological and chemical 
warfare (ibidem, page 749). At 
the same time we ask: how long 
will men continue to withdraw 
themselves from the saving light 
of the Resurrection and persist in 
expecting security from the death- 
dealing explosions of new tools for 
war? How long will they oppose 
their designs of hatred and death 
to the precepts of love and to the 
promises of life offered by the Di- 
vine Saviour? When will the 
rulers of nations understand that 
peace does not exist in an exasper- 
ating and costly relationship of 
mutual terror? Rather does peace 
lie in that greatest of Christian 
virtues—universal charity. And 
especially is it found in the virtue 
of ‘justice—a justice voluntarily 
observed rather than extorted by 
force, and in confidence which is 
truly inspired rather than a mere 
pretence! 





Reported in Osservatore Romano April 19-20, 1954, and in Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis (May 28, 1954) Vol. 46: 212-14. Translation by Rev. Boyd J. Cunningham, 
C.M.; reprinted from The Grail, June 1954, with additions, references and head- 
ings based on the Vatican Press Office translation. 

The Holy Father gave this discourse by microphone from his study, and then 
appeared on a balcony to greet and impart his blessing to the great assembly, 
many of whom were Easter pilgrims from all over the world. 














EASTER 1954 Beles 


When will the world’s scientists 
turn their wonderful discoveries 
of the great forces found in mat- 
ter exclusively to peaceful pur- 
poses? When will they use those 
forces to give to human efforts, 
at slight cost, powers which will 
alleviate scarcities and correct un- 
equal geographic distribution of 
the sources of goods and of work? 
When will they use those discov- 
ered powers for offering new pos- 
sibilities to the medical sciences, 
to agriculture, and give to people 
new sources of prosperity and 
well-being? 


Prayer to Mary 


But, at the very time that anx- 
ious worry becomes more burden- 
some still, its darkling rays are 
penetrated by the soft twilight of 
Easter—an Easter which, this 
year, blossoms beneath the vir- 
ginal sunlight of Mary, beneath 
the sweet smile of the Mother of 
Jesus and our Mother, herself in 
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glory beside her Son. Especially 
does this most lovable of all moth- 
ers envelop today beneath the 
mantle of her ineffable tenderness 
all those who live in darkness and 
in sorrow. 

O Mary thou who shinest this 
day with a more vivid light, be 
thou the symbol and the architect 
of men’s reconciliation with each 
other and with their Lord and Re- 
deemer Jesus. Increase the faith 
of those who invoke thee. Cause 
to shine before their eyes the hope 
of an imperishable good, that re- 
demption of body and soul, object 
of their ardent desire, whose first 
fruits, as it were, they see in Jesus 
and in thyself. Help them to bear 
the burden of their humble and 
oftentimes hard daily toil, comfort 
them with the confident hope of 
the eternal and perfect Easter of 
the great human family in the 
home of their Father amidst the 
splendurs of heaven. Amen. 


But to want peace without God is an absurdity, seeing that where 
God is absent thence, too, justice flies, and when justice is taken away 
it is vain to cherish the hope of peace. 


—St. Pius X. E supremi apostolatus. Oct. 4, 1903, 
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The Light of Catholic Revelation 


The light of Catholic revelation is of such a nature that it diffuses itself 
with the greatest brilliance on every science; the force of the evangelical 
counsels is so powerful that it strengthens and firmly establishes the pre- 
cepts of the natural law. The efficacy of the doctrine and morality taught 
by Jesus Christ is so limitless that providentially it sustains and promotes the 
material welfare of individuals, of the family and society. 

The Church, even in preaching Jesus Christ crucified, stumbling block 
and foolishness to the world (I Cor. i,23), has become the foremost leader 
and protector of civilization. She diffused it wherever her apostles preached, 
conserving and protecting the good elements of ancient pagan civilizations, 
disentangling from barbarism and educating for a new civilization the 
peoples who flocked to her maternal bosom, and giving every civilization, 
gradually, but with a sure and always progressive step, that excellent mark 
which is today universally preserved. 

The civilization of the world is Christian; the more it is purely Christian, 
the truer, more lasting and more productive of genuine fruit it is. The more 
it draws away from the Christian ideal, the more it seriously endangers the 
social order. Hence, by the very nature of things, the Church has become 
in fact the guardian and protector of Christian society. 

Such a fact was universally recognized and admitted in other periods of 
history; in fact, it formed a solid foundation for civil legislation. Upon that 
very fact was founded the relations between Church and State; the public 
recognition of the authority of the Church in those matters which touched 
upon conscience in any manner, the subordination of all the laws of the 
State to the Divine laws of the Gospel, the harmony of the two powers of 
State and Church in securing the temporal welfare of the people in such 
a way that their eternal welfare did not suffer. 


—St. Pius X. Il fermo proposito, June 11, 1905. 











The Child Militant 


in the Modern World 


To the Elementary School Children of Rome 


Quando pochi momenti fa 


FEW moments ago, when We 

passed through your midst 

and listened to your eager 
cries, like the twittering of young 
birds, quick and sweet, and watch- 
ed the gay waving of your hands 
and the sparkling of your clear, 
bright eyes, Our soul was over- 
whelmed with joy. You were so 
happy, so smiling! It was like 
coming into a great garden, rich 
with flowers, fragrance, melody, 
and light. 

Thank you, dear children, for 
the joy you have given Us by your 
assisting, here at Rome, in the 
celebrations of the Marian Year. 
You are all, together with your 
worthy and beloved masters, wel- 
come in this place; for there are 
few times that it can so agreeably 
be called the “House of the Fath- 
er” as when the smallest of our 
sons and daughters come to invade 
it. 

And you need have no fear that 
the Pope is vexed by this visit of 
yours or that anyone would have 
thought to interpose obstacles of 
any sort. Everybody knows that 
the Vicar of Christ loves children 
and wants to make them His 
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friends; and if it were possible, 
the Pope would come down among 
you to speak with each of you 
and place his hand in blessing on 
your heads, with great and tender 
affection. 

As it is, We want at least to 
say to you some simple word that, 
We are sure, you will hear as 
though in some way it came from 
the lips of Jesus. He, in fact, does 
speak to you through Us. 

We wish above all to express to 
you the paternal concern that fills 
Our heart when We see reflected in 
your eyes the innocence that 
charms men, enraptures angels, 
and moves even the Heart of God. 
Who can tell, indeed, what may 
some day become of this easy, 
blithe gladness of yours? It might. 
be possible—and Our soul is sad-~ 
dened merely to think of it—that 
the sun of your childhood will be 
darkened by menacing clouds. 

Do you remember how, when 
Jesus walked the streets of Judea, 
the little children ran to honor Him 
and their mothers presented them 
to Him, overcoming the opposition 
of those who feared that they 
would bother Jesus. Today, alas, 
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there 1s great danger that this will 
not continue to be the case, and 
that some children can no longer 
be, as before, the little friends of 
Jesus. 


The serpent that encircles the 
world 


Once upon a time there was a 
little boy, fine and good, who was 
the consolation and joy of his par- 
ents. One day they sent him on a 
small errand away from their vil- 
lage, and he walked tranquilly 
along a country road toward his 
goal. He looked at the trees in 
flower, heard the song of the 
birds; everything summoned him 
to peace, to well-being. From time 
to time, he stooped to pick the 
small flowers of the field because 
he wanted to carry some back as 
a gift for his mother, when all of 
a sudden he saw a hidden snake 
come out of the grass, and before 
he could defend himself, he felt its 
fangs, leaving him stricken with 
all the symptoms of poisoning. A 
short while afterwards, the boy 
died in the arms of his mother, 
who kept calling to him in vain in 
the midst of her tears. 

How many poor little ones today 
are in peril of being poisoned by a 
snake even more insidious, the 
serpent of hell? Who would be 


able, then, to recognize him? For 
these, Holy Church must weep, 
and it would not be easy in this 
case to comfort the sorrowing 
mother and dry her anguished 
tears. This venomous serpent en- 
circles the world, disguised in all 
ways, and now he seems to try to 
attack children especially, to 
snatch them from Jesus and 
estrange them from the priesthood 
and the Church. Today there is 
cause for great fear that children 
will be struck, wounded, and killed 
in the soul. 

Watch out, dear children. While 
you walk in the streets or play the 
games of childhood; when you 
take up certain newspapers and 
books; when you happen to attend 
shows that advances have brought 
even into the walls of your own 
homes: watch out! Often the ser- 
pent may be hidden there to strike 
you, to snatch you from Jesus. 
Never stop watching out for him: 
he may bewitch you, and then you 
would be lost. At the first sign 
that you are threatened, cry out, 
run to your mother right away, 
and above all to your celestial 
Mother, to Mary, who has at her 
command the power of God and is 
always near you. Call on your 
guardian angel to enlighten and 
sustain you. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano May 3-4, 1954. Translation prepared in 
Rome and released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was the Holy Father's first general audience after three months of illness 
and was given in St. Peter's Basilica to some 20,000 elementary school children 
who were inaugurating their Marian Year observances. The children waved white 
flowers and shouted ‘Viva il Papa’’ as he was carried into the basilica; hence his 
allusions to them in his opening remarks. In simple, tender language the Holy 
Father counsels the little ones against the evils in the world today and exhorts 
them to obedience and a special love for Jesus and His Mother. 








THE CHILD MILITANT 


To avoid the serpent seek Jesus 
and His Mother 


In order not to fall victim to the 
serpent, in order to remain good, 
you must do all that Jesus tells you 
through your parents, teachers, 
and priests. Learn to know the 
child Jesus; love Him and follow 
Him in the path which He took 
and which He came to show you. 
He walks ahead of you and ad- 
monishes: “This must not be done, 
because it is bad!” Another time: 
“This can be done, even must be, 
if you want to be like Me and 
prove that you love Me.” What joy 
for the Pope to know that there 
are many children determined to 
imitate the divine Jesus! Don’t 
you also want, little sons and 
daughters, to be good like Jesus? 
—fine like Jesus?—obedient like 
Jesus? 

It doesn’t matter that you are 
little and weak; it doesn’t matter 
that evil attracts you or the demon 
tempts you: Jesus will never leave 
you alone, He stays at your side 
to steady you when you might fall. 
And when you’re tired, His Blessed 
Mother will be with you to take 
you in her arms with maternal 
tenderness. 

Tell me: do you really wish Our 
Lady well? Then you must learn 
to answer a beautiful “yes” when- 
ever she asks something of you. 
She wants you to pray, she 
prompts you to be studious; and 
you must answer her always with 
a beautiful “yes.” Please her in 
everything, and she will make you 
like little angels on earth, the fa- 
vorites of Jesus. Tell her that you 
want to receive often, every day 
if possible, nourishment from Him, 
and she will open the tabernacle to 
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you and seem to carry with her 
own hands the Sacred Host into 
your hearts. Become to this extent 
little saints who render ever more 
beautiful and splendid the crown 
that adorns the Church. 

And now, beloved sons and 
daughters, We wish to bless you 
with all Our heart. But first, We 
turn to recommend Ourselves to 
you. You are the friends of Jesus, 
and We have confidence that He 
will deny nothing to your innocent 
prayers. Oh, how much it moves 
Our heart whenever We meditate 
on His encounters with children in 
the Gospels! When Herod sought 
to kill Him, the children of Bethle- 
hem saved His life with their own 
deaths; when it was necessary to 
satisfy the multitude with a mir- 
acle, Jesus took from a boy the 
barley loaves and fishes to multiply 
and distribute to all (see John vi, 
9-11); and when Jesus made His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and all the city was moved, it may 
well have been that the children 
were among the first to go to 
Him rejoicing with palm-branches 
(John xii, 21) and to acclaim Him 
in the temple with the cry “Hos- 
annah to the Son of David” (see 
Matth. xxi, 15). At the same time, 
the enemies of the Redeemer kept 
raging irritably and tried to si- 
lence the disciples and the crowd 
(ibid, 16). 

Today too, dear children, they 
want to fight with Jesus, for they 
want to destroy His Church. Cer- 
tainly—and you know it well— the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it, and the enemies of God 
will be defeated again this time. 
But the Church has need of great 
strength to keep up the struggle 
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on the many fronts attacked by 
them. For this struggle, to trans- 
form it into as glorious a victory, 
the Pope counts on you and on all 
the children of Italy, counts 
especially on your prayer and your 
little sacrifices. 

So ask Jesus to protect the 
Church, to break Her enemies’ 
ranks, to save all men, especially 
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those most in need of His mercy. 
Do sweet violence to His Sacred 
Heart and hasten the advent of a 
better day with a serener dawn 
and a brighter sunset. 

And may you be—as at the 
entry into Jerusalem—among the 
heralds of a new triumph for the 
great Friend of children: for 
Christ Jesus, Saviour of the World. 








Children's Prayer for Peace 


D EAR Jesus, You were once a child like us, and we are told 
that You loved to have little children around You. And so we, 
the children of all nations of the world, come now to offer You 
our thanks, and to raise to You our prayer for peace. 

You wish to be with us at all.times and in every place. 
Make of our hearts Your dwelling, Your altar and Your throne. 
Grant that we may all become one great family, united under 
Your protection and in Your love. Keep far from everyone, 
young and old, selfish thoughts and deeds, which separate 
the sons of Our Father in Heaven from one another and from 
You. Let Your grace be for us all a shield against Your 
enemies and those of Your Father. Forgive them, Lord, for 
they know not what they do. If men, by Your help, love one 
another, there will be true peace in the world, and we chil- 
dren shall be able to live free from the fear of the horrors 
of a new war. 

We beg Your Immaculate Mother Mary, who is also our 
Mother, to offer You this prayer of ours for peace, for then 


surely You wil! grant our petition. Thank you, dear Jesus. 
Amen.’ 





*Composed by Pope Pius XII for the worldwide Children’s Day of 
Prayer for Peace, Sunday, May 23, 1954, which was sponsored by the 
International Catholic Child Bureau and the Pax Christi movement. 
Reported in Osservatore Romano May 22, 1954, and in Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis May 28, 1954, Vol. 46: 221. Italian text (Caro Gesu). Transla- 
tion released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 





Christian Life and Optimism: 
Bulwark Against Materialism 


Radio message to Swiss National Catholic Convention in Fribourg 


Chers fils et chéres filles 


EAR sons and daughters, led 
by your pastors, Our ven- 
erable and most worthy 

brothers, you have gathered this 
year in Fribourg to hold the official 
meeting of Catholic Switzerland. 
Among the cities enshrined as 
precious jewels amidst the natural 
marvels of your nation, Fribourg 
is one of the most beautiful. Rich, 
too, in cultural treasures, it has 
been from its very beginning a 
citadel of the faith and of Catho- 
lic life in your country. 

But the beauty of the city 
bathed by the Sarine River is to- 
day far surpassed by the magnifi- 
cence of her to whom your meet- 
ing is dedicated, Mary, Virgin con- 
ceived without stain and Mother 
of God. Her shining splendor is 
light and strength. It is a light 
which illumines the richness and 
depth of the truths of the Chris- 
tian faith. It is a force which 
overflows into the will and heart 
and makes them capable of trans- 
lating that faith into acts, even 
to the least detail. 

When We proclaimed the Marian 
Year to mark the centenary of the 
definition of the Immaculate Con- 
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ception, We did so precisely with 
the intention and hope of see- 
ing that living faith, through the 
powerful intercession of Mary, 
grow and strengthen itself in the 
Church herself and in her sons and 
daughters as a dam against the 
rising tide of materialism. 

Material progress through re- 
search and the exploitation of 
natural forces continues its un- 
ceasing advance. The Church ap- 
proves of this advance, even in 
regard to its principles. But she 
adds an urgent warning concern- 
ing it: When material progress is 
not counter-balanced by powerful 
religious and moral forces, it risks 
becoming the cancer of human 
society. And where can these 
forces be found if not in the Catho- 
lic Church and among her faith- 
ful? 

Materialism, the process of the 
secularization of all life, is spread- 
ing in the spiritual and religious 
domain. The idea of God, respect 
for and fear of God are more and 
more being banished from public 
life, from the family and, almost 
inevitably, therefore, from the life 
of the individual as well. The 
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process is already far advanced. 
Upon whom does the duty of con- 
fronting it fall, if not upon you, 
children of the Catholic Church, 
by your prayers, your love for 
Christ, your struggle against sin 
and for purity of soul in every 
sense, by all those supreme values 
of the religious life and the things 
which are its fruit and by your 
public enlistment in the cause of 
God, of Christ and of His Church? 

The difficulties of marriage and 
the family grow in the degree that 
their departure from the essential 
precepts and commandments of 
God becomes evident. You have 
therefore, dear sons and daught- 
ers, all the more duty to observe 
absolutely the natural law and that 
of Christ with the aid of the grace 
which is offered to everyone. This 
is not a time for fearfulness or for 
concessions which are repugnant 
to one’s conscience, but for cour- 
ageous tenacity and perseverance. 

The thirst for pleasure is grow- 
ing in a disquieting manner. 
Should not this fact spur you on 
to simplicity in your way of life, 
to voluntary penance and renun- 
ciation? In dangerous times, in 
times decisive for religion, the 
Church has always, counted on the 
personal sacrifices of the faithful. 
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This is true again today. There- 
fore, act accordingly! 

Various nations and mankind as 
a whole find themselves today 
faced with legal, economic and 
social problems that are hard to 
solve. The Church and the Catho- 
lics of different countries are 
aware that they have a duty to 
do their best to contribute to the 
solution of these problems. Their 
religious convictions must, there- 
fore, be all the firmer. For aside 
from the fact that all moral obli- 
gations are also religious duties, 
they will accomplish nothing great 
and decisive, even for the temporal 
welfare, unless they are sustained 
by an unshakeable faith in the 
eternal verities. Yes, this faith is 
in itself the most valuable con- 
tribution they can make to the 
world’s general welfare. 

In the fight against materialism 
the watchword must be, “Let us 
return to the Christianity of early 
days.” This is especially applica- 
ble now. The Christians of those 
early times were confronted by a 
pagan and materialist culture 
which reigned as mistress. They 
dared to attack it and, finally, to 
overcome it, thanks to their stub- 
born tenacity and by means of 
heavy sacrifices. Imitate them! 





Reported in Osservatore Romano May 17-18, 1954. Original text in three 
parts: French, German, Italian. Translation by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

The theme of this tenth Swiss Katholikentag (National Catholic convention) was 
“Thy Kingdom Come" and brought together about 80,000 Catholics. It began 
with an open-air Mass, and the above address was broadcast to the congregation 
at the Gospel. As indicated by our sectional headings the Holy Father spoke first 
in French, then in German, then in Italian. Each of these languages prevails in 
one or more places in Switzerland. The different parts of the address, however, 
are not mere repetitions although the same general theme runs throughout. 





MATERIALISM 


May Mary, powerful Virgin, Moth- 
er of Divine Grace, guide and bless 
you. 


Freiburg, wo ihr 


’ The city of Fribourg, where you, 
beloved sons and daughters, have 
conferred in these days under 
the protecting mantle of Our Lady, 
on questions concerning Catholic 
life, has been known as the home 
of schools ever since the years 
when St. Peter Canisius labored 
there. In the last generations, you 
yourselves have crowned the edu- 
cational work of the city and can- 
ton by the foundation and devel- 
opment of the Catholic University. 
Fribourg also shelters within its 
walls the headquarters of “Pax 
Romana,” the great international 
organization of Catholic university 
students and graduates. 

We rejoice at the opportunity of 
expressing Our paternal praise for 
your achievements. We accompany 
their further development with 
Our warmest blessings. In men- 
tioning them We cannot refrain 
from recalling the noble man who 
has earned high merits in develop- 
ing your university: George Py- 
thon. One of your outstanding 
statesmen, Giuseppe Motta, has 
called him the “man of providence 
who united in his person the faith 
of the charcoal burner, the flash 
of the genius and the zeal of the 
apostle—and all this expressed in 
action.” 

While honoring the memory of 
these Catholic men and women and 
of all those related to them in 
spirit, let Us address a word to 
Catholics engaged in the academic 
professions and called to public 
leadership. 
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In your scientific efforts, remain 
ever conscious of the fact that all 
thought must finally flow into the 
absolute, unconditionally valid 
truth. To consider all knowledge, 
even that concerning the highest 
laws of reason and being, as rela- 
tive is as contrary to nature as it 
is un-Christian. Those supreme 
laws necessarily lead to God and, 
vice versa, the profession of a per- 
sonal God comprises within itself 
the acceptance of the absolute 
truth. Far from hindering scienti- 
fic research, the absolute truth 
rather forms its indispensable 
basis and its strongest safeguard 
against error. 

We, furthermore, remind you of 
the responsible task incumbent on 
you: to live fully, as an example 
for all, a simple and humble faith. 
You have chosen St. Nicholas of 
Flue as your patron. His faith was 
as spontaneous as it was profound. 
But even when you look upon 
spiritual giants like St. Augustine 
—and he is probably the greatest 
among them—you will notice that 
he was at the same time a man of 
true humility and of humble faith. 
He remains, above all times and 
through the centuries, the great 
model for intellectuals and lead- 
ers. 

Give also to your brothers and 
sisters the example of a genuine 
love for the Church. Where there 
is love for Mary, there is love for 
the Church. Wherever there is de- 
votion to the Church, there is also 
devotion to Mary. The one implies 
and stimulates the other. 

Our paternal interest is particu- 
larly concerned with those among 
you who have a place in public 
life. You may justly be proud of 
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the collective strength as well as 
of the individuals that you have 
placed at the service of the father- 
land. This is all the more reason 
for Us to venture voicing the hope 
that, at last, the remaining traces 
of a deplorable “Kulturkampf” of 
past times will finally yield to the 
righteous feelings of the best 
classes of your people. 

May the intercession and power- 
ful help of St. Peter Canisius— 
master of education and schools, 
counselor of the great ones in his 
time, whom Fribourg proudly calls 
its own and whose venerable relics 
it reverently preserves — protect 
and stimulate you and your Co- 
operative efforts in the social and 
civic sphere. 


Mentre l’alba radiosa 


Beloved Sons and Daughters: 
While the radiant dawn of ever 
new and greater material progress 
seems to promise the world a cen- 
tury of tranquility and well-being, 
a black cloud over the vast horizon 
causes mankind to live, instead, in 
the darkness of anguish and fear. 
This is so because these very same 
brilliant conquests of science and 
technique—by their nature so use- 
ful for the advancement of works 
of peace — present themselves as 
bearers of desolation and ruin. 

Our last Easter message, flow- 
ing from a Father’s heart, was an 
echo of Our pain before this 
lamentable spectacle. It was a 
voice of admonition regarding the 
gravity of the impending dangers 
in this tremendous page of pres- 
ent-day history. 

These are real dangers which, 
however, will not disturb the true 
Christian, as they would disturb 
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the traveler who is ignorant of his 
goal and is suddenly overtaken by 
the storm. He, the true Christian, 
believes in Divine Providence, 
which directs his footsteps and 
sustains and comforts him in good 
moments as well as in difficult 
ones. 

Moved by this Christian opti- 
mism, which can never fail be- 
cause it is not founded upon the 
fickle sands of earthly calculations 
but upon the firm rock of faith, all 
of us, beloved sons and daughters, 
turn our eyes with filial trust to- 
ward Mary, Mother of Mercy, 
under whose powerful and uni- 
versal protection we place our 
whole future. 

Therefore, to her we recom- 
mend, first of all, the priests, 
ministers of her Divine Son, in 
order that, in holiness of life, 
purity of customs, integrity of 
doctrine, in giving themselves 
wholly to their supreme vocation 
and to their untiring work in the 
service of the Church, they may be 
trusted guides needed—today, per- 
haps, more than ever before—by 
God’s people. 

To Mary we recommend the law- 
makers and rulers of your country, 
so that, conscious of their respon- 
sibility, they may always promote 
its true welfare, especially con- 
forming its laws to the Divine pre- 
cepts. 

To Mary, we recommend all of 
the country’s people, in order that, 
having given the world wonderful 
examples of industriousness, order 
and harmony, they may also prac- 
tice conscientiously all those other 
Christian virtues which—in firm 
peace, just liberty and apt pros- 
perity—render nations happy. 
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To Mary We also recommend all 
those who have abandoned the 
Father’s House so that they may 
again find faith in God and regain 
His paternal love. 

And, finally, to Mary We entrust 
the entire world, in order that Our 
Lady may extend to it her helping 
hand and lead it back to her Son, 
Jesus Christ, King and Lord of the 
universe, True God, Light of Hu- 
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Upon your most worthy pastors 
and your zealous priests, upon 
those among you who so honorably 
represent the authority of the 
state, upon all of you, beloved sons 
and daughters, here present as 
well as all those who hear Our 
voice, upon your beloved father- 
land, may now descend, as pledge 


of the most abundant heavenly 
graces, Our Paternal Arg «tolic 
Blessing. 


manity, Father and Redeemer of 
souls, to Whom be glory forever 
and ever. 


The action demanded 


For truly it is of little avail to discuss questions with nice subtlety, 
or to discourse eloquently of rights and duties, when all this is uncon- 
nected with practice. The times we live in demand action—but action 
which consists entirely in observing with fidelity and zeal the divine 
laws and the precepts of the Church, in the frank and open profession 
of religion, in the exercise of every kind of charitable works, without 
regard to self-interest or worldly advantage. Such luminous examples 
given by the great army of soldiers of Christ will be of much greater 
avail in moving and drawing men than words and sublime disserta- 
tions; and it will easily come about that when human respect has been 
driven out, and prejudices and doubting laid aside, large numbers will 
-be won to Christ, becoming in their turn promoters of His knowledge 
and love which are the road to true and solid happiness. 


—St. Pius X. E supremi apostolatus. Oct. 4, 1903. 








146 


THE POPE SPEAKS 


Canonization Formula 


In honor of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity, for the exalta- 
tion of the Catholic Faith and the increase of the Christian 
Religion, by the authority of Our Lord Jesus Christ, of the 
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and by Our own; after mature 
deliberation, ever imploring the divine assistance, and with 
the advice and counsel of Our Venerable Brothers of the Holy 
Roman Church, the Cardinals, Patriarchs, Archbishops and 
Bishops, here present in Rome, we decree and define as Saint 
and inscribe in the catalogue of the Saints Blessed Pius X, 
Pope and Confessor, ordaining that his memory be cele- 
brated with pious devotion each year on the anniversary of 
his death, the 20th of August. In the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


~—Pius XII. Ad honorem sanctae. May 29, 1954. 





Pius X: Providential Saint of Our Times 


Address to Large Gathering of Faithful Assembled in St. Peter's Square 
to Witness Canonization of Blessed Pius X. 


Quest’ora 


HIS hour of splendid triumph 
fills our heart with joy. And 
God, Who lifts up the lowly, 
has arranged and as it were has- 
tened it in order to set His seal on 
the marvelous elevation of His 
faithful servant Pius X, to the su- 
preme glory of the altars. You, 
Venerable Brothers and beloved 
sons share abundantly in this joy 
by your presence here. We offer 
heartfelt thanks then to God in 
His goodness for allowing Us to 
take part in this extraordinary 
event; all the more so since for 
perhaps the first time in the his- 
tory of the Church, the formal 
canonization of a Pope is proclaim- 
ed by one who had the privilege of 
serving him in the Roman Curia. 
This day is blessed and memor- 
able for Us, who count it among 
the happiest days of Our Pontifi- 
cate, to which Providence has al- 
lotted so many sorrows and cares; 
and also for the entire Church, 
which, gathered around Us in 
spirit, rejoices all together in a 
great thrill of religious feeling. 


Gigantic yet humble figure 


This wonderful evening the en- 
dearing name of Pius X, pro- 
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nounced in most diverse accents, 
spans the whole earth. Its sound 
is an enduring testimony to the 
fruitful presence of Christ in His 
Church for it evokes everywhere 
aspirations to sanctity, great 
graces of faith, of purity, of de- 
votion to the Holy Eucharist. God, 
Who rewards with liberality, bears 
witness to His servant’s lofty 
sanctity in exalting him. It was 
this sanctity, even more than the 
supreme office he held, that made 
Pius X an outstanding hero of the 
Church and as such he is today 
the Saint raised up by Providence 
for our times. 

Now it is precisely in this light 
that We wish you to contemplate 
the gigantic and yet humble figure 
of the holy Pope so that when the 
shadows of this memorable day 
fall and the cries of the immense 
Hosannas fade away, the solemn 
rite of his canonization may linger 
to bless your souls and help in 
saving the world. 


Code of Canon Law 


He solemnly announced the pro- 
gram of his pontificate in his very 
first encyclical (E supremi, of 
October 4, 1903) in which he de- 
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clared that his only aim was “to 
re-establish all things in Christ’ 
(Eph. 1,10), that is, to sum up, 
to restore all things to unity in 
Christ. But where is the road that 
leads to Christ? he asked himself, 
looking in compassion at the hesi- 
tating, wandering souls of his 
time. The answer, valid yesterday, 
today and always, is: the Church. 
His primary aim then, which he 
pursued continually till death, was 
to make the Church ever more apt 
and open to the movement of souls 
toward Jesus Christ. With this 
aim, he conceived the bold under- 
taking of recasting the body of 
Church law in such wise as to give 
the Church a more ordered life, 
greater certainty and flexibility of 
movement, such as was demanded 
by an age typified by growing 
dynamism and complexity. 

It is surely true that this work, 
which he himself called “truly an 
arduous task” was consonant with 
his eminent practical sense and 
the vigor of his character. Never- 
theless the ultimate reason for his 
undertaking this difficult task is 
not, it seems, to be found only in 
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the temperament of the man. The 
well-spring of the legislative work 
of Pius X is to be looked for above 
all in his personal sanctity, in his 
profound personal conviction that 
the reality of God, which he ex- 
perienced in a life of constant un- 
ion, is the source and basis of all 
order, all justice, all law on earth. 
Where God is, there is order, 
justice and law, and conversely, all 
just order safeguarded by law 
manifests the existence of God. 
But what institution here below 
ought to demonstrate this rela- 
tionship between God and law 
more clearly than the Church, the 
Mystical Body of Christ Himself? 
God has blessed abundantly this 
work of the Holy Pontiff, so that 
the code of Canon Law will remain 
for future ages the great monu- 
ment of his pontificate and he him- 
self will justly be hailed the 
providential Saint of our age. 
Would that this spirit of justice 
and law, which Pius X gave wit- 
ness to and exemplified for the 
modern world, could penetrate the 
conference halls of nations, where 
the most serious problems affect- 
ing the whole human family are 





Reported in Osservatore Romano May 31-June 1, 1954. Italian text. Trans- 
lation based on one by Vatican Press Office. 
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ization ceremonies, which began toward sunset with the great papal procession 
from the Vatican to St. Peter's. More than 500 members of the hierarchy were 
in the colorful line which preceded the Holy Father. Holding a lighted candle in 
his left hand and blessing the cheering crowd with his right, the Pope was borne 
in the canopied chair of state to the great center door of St. Peter's where he 
took his seat on the special throne erected there. After a few moments of silent 
prayer he intoned the “Veni Creafor’’ and all joined in singing this traditional 
hymn of the Church for divine guidance. The Holy Father then read the solemn 
proclamation of sanctity and a great hush fell on the crowd. The above address 
followed. 
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discussed, particularly the method 
of banishing forever the fear of 
terrifying cataclysms and of guar- 
anteeing for all peoples a lasting 
happy era of tranquility and peace. 


Modernism 


In the second of his distinguish- 
ed accomplishments Pius X is re- 
vealed as the indomitable champ- 
ion of the Church and the provi- 
dential Saint of our times. In 
sometimes dramatic circumstances 
this accomplishment resembled 
the struggle of a giant in defense 
of a priceless treasure: the inter- 
nal unity of the Church in her 
innermost foundation: the faith. 
Even from his childhood years 
Divine Providence was preparing 
the Saint in his humble family, 
built upon authority, good habits, 
and the exact practice of the 
faith, No doubt every other 
Pontiff would by virtue of the 
grace of state have fought and 
repulsed the assaults which were 
aimed at the very foundation of 
the Church. But we must rec- 
ognize that the perspicuity and 
strength with which Pius X car- 
ried on the victorious struggle 
against the errors of Modernism, 
testify to the heroic degree with 
which the virtue of faith burned 
in his saintly heart. 

Uniquely concerned that the in- 
heritance of God be preserved in- 
tact for the flock confided to his 
care, the great Pontiff knew no 
weakness when dealing with per- 
sons of dignity or authority; he 
did not vacillate when confronted 
with alluring but false doctrines 
within or without the Church; he 
was not fearful of bringing upon 
himself personal affronts and un- 
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just interpretations of his pure 
intentions. He had the clear con- 
viction that he was fighting for 
the most holy cause of God and 
souls. The words which the Lord 
addressed to the Apostle Peter are 
literally realized in Him: “I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith 
may not fail, and do thou... 
strengthen thy brethren (Luke 
22 :82).” 


Faith and reason 


The promise and the command 
of Christ once again instil in the 
indefectible rock of one of His 
vicars the invincible courage of an 
athlete. And the Church, by con- 
ferring upon him the supreme 
glory in this hour and in this very 
place where the ever lustrous glory 
of Peter has shone forth for cen- 
turies, unites both the one and the 
other in a single exaltation. Thus 
she offers to Pius X, and rightly 
so, her gratitude and at the same 
tims invokes his intercession that 
she may be spared new conflicts 
of the same nature. The subject 
then under consideration, namely, 
the preservation of the close al- 
liance between faith and science, 
is so noble a good for all humanity, 
that this second great achievement 
of the saintly Pontiff exercises a 
notable influence even beyond the 
Catholic world. 

Any theory such as Modernism 
which separates faith and science 
in their source and in their object 
by opposing one to the other pro- 
duces in these two vital areas a 
schism which is so pernicious 
“that a little is more than death.” 

This consequence has been ac- 
tually observed. Man who at the 
turn of the century was already 
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divided within himself and yet 
laboring under the delusion that 
he possessed his unity under the 
shallow appearances of harmony 
and happiness based upon a purely 
earthly progress, seemed to be rent 
asunder under the impact of a real- 
ity which was far different. 

With watchful gaze Pius X ob- 
served the advent of this spiritual 
calamity of the modern world, this 
bitter delusion which especially 
affected the cultured classes. He 
perceived how such an apparent 
faith, that is, a faith not founded 
upon the revelation of God, but 
rooted in a purely human soil, 
would lure many into atheism. 
Likewise he recognized the fatal 
destiny of a science, which con- 
trary to nature and in voluntary 
limitation, interdicted the way to 
absolute Truth and Good, leaving 
to man, deprived of God and con- 
fronted with the invincible obs- 
curity in which he found all being 
clothed, only the attitude of an- 
guish or arrogance. 

The Saint met this deadly evil 
with the only possible real salva- 
tion: Catholic and Biblical truth, 
the truth of faith, accepted as 
“reasonable service” (Rom. 12, 1) 
toward God and His revelation. 
By thus coordinating faith and 
science, faith as the supernatural 
extension and at times confirma- 
tion of science, and science as the 
way which leads to faith, Pius X 
restored to Christians unity and 
peace of soul, which are the in- 
violable premises of life. 

If today there are many who, 
impelled as it were by the empti- 
ness and affliction of their aban- 
donment, have turned to this truth 
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and have realized ic in the firm 
possession of the Church, they owe 
a debt of gratitude for this to the 
foresight and achievements of 
Pius X. In fact both believers, 
who enjoy the full light of truth, 
and those who sincerely seek truth 
are obligated to him for protecting 
truth from error. For others his 
firm attitude in regard to error 
may still remain a stone of scandal. 
In reality it is the ultimate service 
of charity rendered by a Saint, as 
head of the Church, to all human- 
ity. 
Priestly sanctity 

Sanctity, which was the inspira- 
tion and directing force of the 
afore-mentioned undertakings of 
Pius X, is still more clearly dis- 
cernible in his personal life. Be- 
fore applying it to others, he put 
into practice in his own life his 
program of unifying all things in 
Christ. First as a humble parish 
priest, then as Bishop, and finally 
as Supreme Pontiff he was inti- 
mately convinced that the sanct- 
ity to which God called him was 
priestly sanctity. For what sanct- 
ity is more pleasing to God in a 
priest of the new law than that 
which belongs to him as represen- 
tative of Jesus Christ, eternal high 
priest, who left to his Church in 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass a 
memorial for all time and a per- 
petual renovation of His sacrifice 
on the cross, until He shall come 
for the Last Judgment (1 Cor. 11, 
24-26) : and Who in the Sacrament 
of the Blessed Eucharist has given 
Himself as the food of the soul: 
“he who eats this bread shall live 
forever” (John 6, 59). 
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Frequent Communion 


A priest, above all in the Eucha- 
ristic ministry: this is the most 
faithful portrayal of St. Pius X. 
To serve the mystery of the 
Blessed Eucharist as a priest, and 
to fulfil the command of our 
Saviour “do this in remembrance 
of me” (Luke 22, 19), was his 
goal. From the day of his sacred 
ordination until his death as Pope, 
he knew no other path than this 
in order to arrive at heroism in 
his love of God and to bring about 
a whole-hearted return to that 
Redeemer of the world, Who by 
means of the Blessed Eucharist 
“poured out the wealth of His 
divine love on men” (Council of 
Trent, session XIII, chap. 2). His 
deep awareness of his priesthood 
was clearly demonstrated by the 
extreme care he took to renew the 
dignity of divine worship. Over- 
coming the prejudices springing 
from an erroneous practice, he res- 
olutely promoted frequent, and 
even daily, Communion of the 
faithful, and unhesitatingly led 
children to the banquet of the 
Lord, offering them to the em- 
brace of the God hidden on the 
altars. Then, the spouse of Christ 
experienced a new springtime of 
Eucharistic life. 


The Eucharist and the world 


In the profound vision which he 
had of the Church as a society, 
Pius X recognized that it was the 
Blessed Eucharist which had the 
power to nourish its intimate life 
substantially, and to raise it high 
above all other human societies. 
Only the Eucharist, in which God 
gives Himself to man, is apt to lay 
the foundations of a social life 
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worthy of those who live it, 
cemented more by love than by 
authority, -rich in activity and 
aimed at the perfection of the 
individual: a life that is “hidden 
with Christ in God.” 

What a providential example for 
the world of today, where earthly 
society is becoming more and more 
a mystery to itself, and is fever- 
ishly trying to rediscover its soul. 
Let it look, then, for its model at 
the Church, gathered around her 
altars. There in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist mankind really dis- 
covers and recognizes that its 
past, present, and future are in 
unity in Christ (cf. Council of 
Trent, l.c.). Conscious of, and 
strong in, his solidarity with 
Christ and his fellow men, each 
member of either society, the 
earthly and the supernatural one, 
will be enabled to draw from the 
altar an interior life of personal 
dignity and personal worth, such 
as today is almost lost through 
insistence on technology and by 
excessive organization of exist- 
ence, of work and even play. Only 
in the Church, the holy Pontiff 
seems to repeat, and for her in the 
Blessed Eucharist which is “life 
hidden with Christ in God,” is to 
be found the secret and source of 
renewed social life. 


The Eucharist and the interior life 


Hence follows the grave respon- 
sibility of the minister of the altar 
whose duty it is to disclose to the 
souls the saving treasure of the 
Eucharist. Many indeed are the 
activities which a priest can exer- 
cise for the salvation of the mod- 
ern world: one of them, and un- 
doubtedly the most efficacious, and 
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the most lasting in its effects, is 
to act as dispenser of the Holy 
Eucharist, after first nourishing 
himself abundantly with It. His 
works would cease to be sacerdotal, 
if, even through zeal for souls, he 
were to put his Eucharistic voca- 
tion in a secondary place. Let 
priests conform their souls to the 
inspired wisdom of Pius X, and 
let them confidently exercise their 
whole apostolate under the sign 
of the Blessed Eucharist. 

Similarly let religious men and 
women, those who live under the 
same roof as Jesus Christ and are 
daily nourished with His body, 
take as a safe norm in the pursuit 
of the sanctity proper to their 
state, what the Holy Pontiff once 
declared on an important occasion, 
namely, that the bonds which 
through their vows and commun- 
ity life link them with God are 
not to be subordinated to any 
other activity, however legitimate, 
for the good of their neighbor (Cf. 
letter to Gabriel Marie, superior 
general of the Christian Brothers, 
April 2, 1905—PIO X P.M. Act., 
V. II pp. 87-88). 

In the Blessed Eucharist the 
soul should strike roots for nour- 
ishing the interior life, which is 
not only a fundamental treasure of 
all souls consecrated to the Lord, 
but also a necessity for every 
Christian, whom God calls to be 
saved. 

Without interior life, any ac- 
tivity, however praiseworthy is 
debased and becomes purely me- 
chanical action without any vital- 
izing effect. 

The Holy Eucharist and the in- 
terior life: this is the supreme and 


universal lesson which Pius X, 
from the height of glory, teaches 
in this hour to all souls. As apos- 
tle of the interior life, he be- 
comes, in the age of the machine, 
of technology, and organization 
the Saint and guide of men of our 
time. 


Prayer to St. Pius 


St. Pius X, glory of the priest- 
hood, light and honor of the Chris- 
tian people—you in whom low- 
liness seemed blended with great- 
ness, severity with mildness, sim- 
ple piety with profound learning; 
you, Pope of the Holy Eucharist 
and of the Catechism, of unsullied 
faith and fearless strength, turn 
your gaze on the Holy Church, 
which you so loved and to which 
you consecrated the choicest of 
those treasures with which the 
lavish hand of the divine bounty 
had enriched your soul: obtain 
for her safety and steadfastness 
amid the difficulties and persecu- 
tions of our times; sustain this 
poor human race, whose sufferings 
which at the end stilled the beat- 
ing of your great heart; bring it 
about that this troubled world 
witness the triumph of that 
peace which should mean harmony 
among nations, brotherly accord 
and sincere collaboration among 
the different classes of society, 
love and charity among individual 
men, so that thus those ardent 
desires which consumed your apos- 
tolic life may become by your in- 
tercession a blessed reality, to the 
glory of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns forever and 
ever, amen, 
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The Teaching Authority of the Church 


Address to Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops Present in Rome for 
Canonization of St. Pius X 


Si diligis 


ENERABLE Brothers: ... 

“If you love . . . feed.” These 

words which are a command 

of our Divine Redeemer to the 

Apostle Peter are the commence- 

ment of the Mass in honor of one 

or more Supreme Pontiffs. They 

show clearly the meaning of apos- 

tolic labor, its exalted virtue, and 
the reason for its merit. 

Jesus Christ is the eternal High 
Priest and Shepherd of souls, Who 
taught, labored and suffered great- 
ly for our sakes. Pius X, Bishop 
of Rome, whom it has been Our 
great joy to enroll in the list of 
the Saints, following closely in the 
footsteps of his Divine Master, 
took that command from the lips 
of Christ and strenuously fulfilled 
it: he loved and fed. He loved 
Christ and fed His flock. He drew 
abundantly on the heavenly treas- 
ures which our merciful Redeemer 
brought to the earth, and distrib- 
uted them bountifully to the flock: 
namely, the nourishment of truth, 
heavenly mysteries, the munifi- 
cent grace of the Eucharistic sac- 
rament and sacrifice, charity, ear- 
nestness in governing, fortitude in 
defense. He gave fully of himself 
and of those things which the 
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Author and Giver of all good 
things had bestowed on him. 
Your presence in Rome, Vener- 
able Brothers, and participation in 
these solemn celebrations, glad- 
dens Us. You have come in order 
that in union with Us you may 
pay a tribute of admiration and 
honor to a Bishop of the City of 
Rome whose life was the glory of 
the entire Church; and to give 
thanks to Almighty God for those 
whom His paternal mercy, with a 
great abundance of favors, guides 
to salvation through this Pontiff. 
And now, beloved Brothers, as 
We stand among you gathered to- 
gether from all parts of the world, 
Our heart is overjoyed—We, that 
is, the Vicar of Christ, one who is 
also an “ancient” among you “the 
ancients.” What We have to say 
to you, We wish to sum up first of 
all in words taken from the letter, 
which We have just quoted, of the 
first Supreme Pontiff and Prince 
of the Apostles himself: “The an- 
cients therefore that are among 
you, I beseech, who am myself also 
an ancient and witness of the suf- 
ferings of Christ . . . feed the flock 
of God which is among you, taking 
care of it not by constraint, but 


153 











154 THE Pope SPEAKS 


willingly according to God... 
being made a pattern of the flock 
from the heart” (cf. I Pet. 5, 1-3). 
These words have the same pur- 
port as the Divine utterance: “If 
you love. . . feed!’”’, encouraging 
pastors to active charity in their 
ministry. 

We wish to develop briefly what 
We have just summed up in the 
words of Blessed Peter. 

Care of all the Church, and the 
daily vigilance which Our supreme 
office demands of Us, compel Us 
to consider and weigh certain 
ideas, sentiments, and ways of act- 
ing. We draw your attention to 
them, and ask you to unite your 
vigilant care with Ours, in order 
thus to provide more quickly and 
effectively for the needs of Christ’s 
flock. 


There are evident the symptoms ~ 


and effects of a certain spiritual 
contagion, which require your pas- 
toral care, in order that they may 
not spread, but may be remedied 
in time and extirpated. 

Our purpose will be best effected 
by explaining the triple office and 
privilege, which by divine institu- 
tion belongs to you, the successors 
of the Apostles, under the author- 
ity of the Roman Pontiff (cf. Can. 


329): namely, of teacher, priest, 
and ruler. But since time will not 
permit today, We will limit Our- 
selves to the first point, putting 
the others off to another occasion, 
if God so permits. 


Only Apostles’ successors 


Christ Our Lord entrusted the 
truth which He had brought from 
heaven to the Apostles, and 
through them to their successors. 
He sent His Apostles, as He had 
been sent by the Father (Jn. 20, 
21), to teach all nations every- 
thing they had heard from Him 
(cf. Matt. 28, 19-20). The Apostles 
are, therefore, by divine right the 
true doctors and teachers in the 
Church. Besides the lawful suc- 
cessors of the Apostles, namely 
the Roman Pontiff for the uni- 
versal Church and Bishops for the 
faithful entrusted to their care 
(cf. can. 1326), there are no other 
teachers divinely constituted in 
the Church of Christ. 

But both the Bishops and, first 
of all, the Supreme Teacher and 
Vicar of Christ on earth, may as- 
sociate others with themselves in 
their work of teacher, and use 
their advice; they delegate to 
them the faculty to teach, either 





Reported in Osservatore Romano May 31-June 1, 1954. Latin text. Transla- 
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The teaching authority of the Church was entrusted by Christ to the successors 
of the apostles, the Bishops, and it is only by reason of a mandate from them that 
others have the faculty to teach. Hence the obligation on the part of the bishops 
to supervise what is being taught or proposed in their dioceses to ensure that it 
conforms with the living teaching authority of the Church. The important fact that 
a mandate from the bishop is required of all preachers was pointed out a month 
earlier (Osservatore Romano, April 28, 1954) in a letter written on behalf of the 
Holy Father by Monsignor Montini, Vatican Pro-Secretary of State (see translation 


in this issue of THE POPE SPEAKS). 

















TEACHING AUTHORITY 


by special grant, or by conferring 
an office to which the faculty is 
attached (cf. can. 1328). Those 
who are so called, teach not in 
their own name, nor by reason of 
their theological knowledge, but 
by reason of the mandate which 
they have received from the law- 
ful teaching authority. Their fac- 
ulty always remains subject to 
that authority, nor is it ever exer- 
cised in its own right or independ- 
ently. 


Supervision of doctrine 


Bishops, for their part, by con- 
ferring this faculty are not de- 
prived of the right to teach; they 
retain the very grave obligation 
of supervising the doctrine which 
others propose, in order to help 
them, and of seeing to its integrity 
and security. 

Therefore, the legitimate teach- 
ing authority of the Church is 
guilty of no injury or no offense to 
any of those to whom it has given 
a canonical mission, if it desires 
to ascertain what they, to whom 
it has entrusted the mission of 
teaching, are proposing and de- 
fending in their lectures, in books, 
notes and reviews intended for the 
use of their students, as well as 
in books and other publications 
intended for the general public. 

In order to accomplish this, We 
do not contemplate extending the 
prescriptions of canon law on pre- 
vious censorship of books to in- 
clude all these kinds of teaching; 
for there are many other ways 
and means at hand for investigat- 
ing and acquiring accurate infor- 
mation on what professors are 
teaching. 

And this care and prudence of 
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the legitimate teaching authority 
does not at all imply distrust or 
suspicion, (nor does the profession 
of faith which the Church requires 
of professors and many others; 
cf. Can. 1406, n. 7 and 8) on the 
contrary, the fact that the office 
of teacher has been bestowed im- 
plies confidence, high regard and 
honor shown the person to whom 
the office has been entrusted. 

Indeed, the Holy See, whenever 
it inquires and wishes to be in- 
formed about what is being taught 
in various seminaries, colleges, 
universities and institutions of 
higher learning, in those fields 
which pertain to its jurisdiction, 
is led by no other motive than the 
consciousness of Christ’s mandate 
and the obligation by which she is 
bound before God to safeguard 
and preserve without corruption 
or adulteration sound doctrine. 
Moreover, the exercise of this vigi- 
lance aims also at protecting and 
upholding your right and office of 
feeding with the genuine teach- 
ing of Christ and with His truth 
the flock entrusted to your pas- 
toral care. 


Conformity with Church necessary 


Not without serious reason Ven- 
erable Brothers, have We wished 
to recall these things in your pres- 
ence. For, unfortunately, it has 
happened that certain teachers 
care little for conformity with the 
living teaching authority of the 
Church, pay little heed to her com- 
monly received doctrine clearly 
proposed in various ways; and at 
the same time they follow their 
own bent too much, and regard too 
highly the intellectual temper of 
more recent writers, and the 
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standards of other branches of 
learning, which they declare and 
hold to be the only ones which 
conform to sound ideas and stand- 
ards of scholarship. 

Of course, the Church is very 
keen for and fosters the study of 
human branches of learning and 
their progress; she honors with 
special favor and regard learned 
men who spend their lives in the 
cultivation of learning. However, 
matters of religion and morals, be- 
cause they completely transcend 
truths of the senses and the plane 
of the material, pertain solely to 
the office and authority of the 
Church. 

In Our encyclical letter, “Hu- 
mani Generis,” We described the 
attitude of mind, the spirit, of 
those whom We have referred to 
above. We also recalled to mind 
that some of the aberrations from 
the truth which We repudiated in 
that Encyclical had their direct 
origin in a neglect of conformity 
with the living teaching authority 
of the Church. 

Time and again, St. Pius X, 
in writings whose importance is 
known to all of you, urgently 
stressed the need for this union 
with the mind and teaching of the 
Church. His successor in the Su- 
preme Pontificate, Benedict XV, 
did the same. In his first Encycli- 
cal (“Ad Beatissimi Apostolorum 
Principis,” Nov. 1, 1914), after 
solemnly repeating Pius’ condem- 
nation of Modernism, he thus de- 
scribes the attitude of mind of 
followers of that doctrine: “He 
who is influenced by its principles 
disdainfully spurns whatever ap- 
pears old, and eagerly pursues the 
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new: in his manner of speaking 
of divine things, in performance 
of divine worship, in Catholic 
usages, even in private devotions” 
(A.A.S., VI, 1914, p. 578). 

And if there are any present-day 
teachers making every effort to 
produce and develop new ideas, but 
not to repeat “that which has been 
handed down,” and if this is their 
whole aim, they should reflect 
calmly on those words which Bene- 
dict XV, in the Encyclical just re- 
ferred to, proposes for their con- 
sideration: “We wish this maxim 
of our elders held in reverence: 
Nihil innovetur nisi quod traditum 
est (Let nothing new be introduced 
but only what has been handed 
down) ; it must be held as an in- 
violable law in matters of faith, 
should also control those 
points which allow of change, 
though in these latter for the most 
part the rule holds: Non nova sed 
noviter (Not new things but in a 
new way).” 

As for the laity, it is clear that 
they can be invited by legitimate 
teachers and accepted as helpers 
in the defense of the faith. It is 
enough to call to mind the thou- 
sands of men and women engaged 
in catechetical work and other 
types of lay apostolate, all of 
which are highly praiseworthy and 
can be strenuously promoted. But 
all these lay apostles must be, and 
remain, under the authority, lead- 
ership and watchfulness of those 
who by divine institution are set 
up as teachers of Christ’s Church. 
In matters involving the salvation 
of souls, there is no teaching au- 
thority in the Church not subject 
to this authority and vigilance. 
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A new “lay theology” 


Recently what is called “lay 
theology” has sprung up and 
spread to various places, and a 
new class of “lay theologian” has 
emerged, which claims to be sui 
juris. There are professors of this 
theology occupying established 
chairs, courses are given, notes 
published, seminars held. These 
professors distinguish their teach- 
ing authority from, and in a cer- 
tain way set it up against, the 
public teaching authority of the 
Church. At times, in order to jus- 
tify their position, they appeal 
to the charismatic gifts of teach- 
ing and of interpreting prophecy, 
which are mentioned more than 
once in the New Testament, espe- 
cially in the Pauline Epistles (e.g. 
Rom. 12, 6-7; I Cor. 12, 28-30). 
They appeal to history, which 
from the beginning of the Chris- 
tian religion down to today pre- 
sents so many names of laymen 
who for the good of souls have 
taught the truth of Christ orally 
and in writing, though not called 
to this by the Bishops and with- 
out having asked or received the 
sacred teaching authority, led on 
by their own inward impulse and 
apostolic zeal. 

Nevertheless, it is necessary to 
maintain to the contrary that 
there never has been, there is not 
now, and there never will be in 
the Church a legitimate teaching 
authority of the laity withdrawn 
by God from the authority, guid- 
ance and watchfulness of the 
sacred teaching authority. In fact, 
the very denial of submission of- 
fers a convincing proof and criter- 
ion that laymen who thus speak 


AUTHORITY 157 
and act are not guided by the 
Spirit of God and of Christ. 

Furthermore, everyone can see 
how great a danger of confusion 
and error there is in this “lay 
theology”; a danger also lest oth- 
ers begin to be taught by men 
clearly unfitted for the task, or 
even by deceitful and fraudulent 
men, whom St. Paul described: 
“The time will come when men... 
always itching to hear something 
fresh, will provide themselves with 
a continuous succession of new 
teachers, as the whim takes them, 
turning a deaf ear to the truth, 
bestowing their attention on fables 
instead” (cf. II Tim. 4, 3-4). 

Far be it from Us by this ad- 
monition to turn away from a 
deeper study and dissemination of 
sacred doctrine those men, of 
whatsoever class or group, who 
are inspired to it by such a noble 
zeal. 

With daily increasing diligence, 
Venerable Brothers, as both the 
duty and the privilege of your 
office demand of you, devote your- 
selves to searching and penetrat- 
ing more and more into the sub- 
limity and profundity of super- 
natural truth, whose exponents 
you are by right, and with elo- 
quence inflamed by zeal make 
known the holy truths of religion 
to those who at the present time, 
not without the threat of extreme- 
ly grave dangers, are being en- 
gulfed by the darkness of error in 
matters of both mind and heart. 
And thus through salutary pen- 
ance and rectitude of affection men 
may at last return to God, “to turn 
away from Whom is to fall; to 
turn toward Whom is to rise 
again; to remain in Whom is to 
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stand firm; ... to return to Whom 
is to come to life again; to dwell 
in Whom is to live” (St. Aug. 
Soliloquirum, lib. I, 38, Migne 
P.L., tom. 32, col. 870). 

In order that you may accomp- 
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lish this, We call down heaven’s 
help upon you; and that it may 
be poured out in abundance, with 
great affection We impart to you 
and to your flocks the Apostolic 
Blessing. 


A Letter of Monsignor Montini on 
the Preaching Mission of the Church 


- To Bishop John Duperray of Montpellier, France, on the occasion of the 
67th National Congress of the Union of Catholic Works of France. 


ONSIGNOR, 


The Supreme Pontiff has learned 
with pleasure that your episcopal 
city, which, three years ago, ex- 
tended such a cordial welcome to 
the speakers and audiences of So- 
cial Week, it is now preparing to 
receive the sixty-seventh National 
Congress of the United Catholic 
Charities of France. To Your Ex- 
cellency, who, with His Excellency, 
Monsignor Courbe, Secretary Gen- 
eral of French Catholic Action, 
will preside over the forthcoming 
sessions, and to all priests and lay- 
men who will participate in these 
meetings, His Holiness extends 
His very best wishes. 

Discussion at this year’s Con- 
gress will not center upon a par- 
ticular aspect of parish work, but 
upon a primary function of apos- 
tleship: the preaching of the Word 
of God. “‘Go ye,” said Jesus, “into 
the whole world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature; he that 


believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved” (Mark, 16, 15). And did 
not St. Paul, who cautions us that 
faith is born of preaching, (cfr. 
Rom. 10, 17) consider himself sent 
by the Lord mainly “to preach the 
gospel”? (I Cor. 1, 17). 

Now, our generation has no less 
need than preceding ones to hear 
the Word of God, in which lies its 
salvation. “The first and foremost 
aim of your preaching,” the Holy 
Father has reminded a group of 
Roman priests, “is to lead men 
back to knowledge of the true per- 
sonal God, in order that they may 
once again walk in his presence 
with fear and with love” (Dis- 
course of Feb. 25, 1941, A. A. S., 
vol. 34, p. 129). Benedict XV, 
moreover, in his Encyclical on 
preaching, had already seen fit to 
point out the responsibility of 
preachers in the weakening of 
faith in recent times: “If,” he 
wrote, “this sword (of the Word 
of God) does not manifest every- 
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where its power, the fault certain- 
ly lies with those who do not make 
appropriate use of it” (Encyclical 
Humani Generis, June 15, 1917, 
A. A.S., vol. 9, p. 306). 

Hence it is the foremost wish 
of the Supreme Pontiff as Your 
Excellency will understand, that 
the Congress of Montpellier instill 
in the hearts of priests the convic- 
tion that today, as in the early 
days of the Church, there is no 
task more essential than to pro- 
claim to the world the word of 
God, no labor more apostolic than 
to carry out, in all its manifesta- 
tions, the mission of preaching the 
Gospel. 

To fulfill this mission several 
conditions are necessary, and a 
summary of these will be included 
in the reports of the Congress. The 
Holy Father wishes herewith only 
to draw the attention of His sons 
to several particular points. 

Within the Church, as is known, 
the responsibility for preaching 
belongs properly to the Bishop, 
and no priest may of his own ac- 
cord appropriate this function; he 
must have received a lawful com- 
mission to preach, which the Bi- 
shop alone can give to him. This 
traditional truth, of which it may 
be useful to remind both the secu- 
lar and regular clergy, has more 
than disciplinary significance. For 
it is as a result of this imperative 
recourse to the Bishop that preach- 
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ing truly becomes an act of the 
Church, the act by which the 
Spouse of Christ continues to dis- 
pense—through the voice of her 
priests — the inexhaustible treas- 
ures of the Gospel. 

The preacher, then, witness and 
herald of truth, should—in a spirit 
of great detachment and respect— 
place himself entirely at the dis- 
posal of truth in order to enhance 
its glory in the eyes of men; and, 
at the same time, it is with super- 
natural assurance that he should 
proclaim a doctrine which is free 
from the fragility and mutability 
of human opinions, because it rests 
upon the rock of divine revelation 
of which the Church is the infall- 
ible interpreter. 

This preaching, as a point of 
secondary consideration, may, ac- 
cording to circumstances, be more 
particularly liturgical, biblical, or 
didactic in nature; but it must 
never cease to instruct the mind. 
“The anemia of religious life,” the 
Holy Father has warned, “must be 
imputed to an almost total ignor- 
ance of religious matters; such ig- 
norance should be combated, up- 
rooted, and conquered; and this 
task is incumbent primarily upon 
the clergy” (Discourse of Sept. 7, 
1947, A. A. S., vol. 39, p. 427). 

On this point the pronounce- 
ments of the Supreme Pontiffs: are 
invariable. “Preach the mysteries 
of the faith,” His Holiness has 





Reported in Osservatore Romano April 28, 1954. French text. Translation by 


Dr. John Conley. 


The importance of preaching the Gospel and the fact that a priest's right to 
preach is dependent on a mandate from his Bishop are emphasized in this letter 
written on behalf of the Holy Father by Msgr. Giovanni B. Montini, Vatican Pro- 


Secretary of State for Ordinary Affairs. 
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said, “preach truth in all its puri- 
ty and integrity, developing its 
ultimate moral and social conse- 
quences: the people hunger after 
that” (Discourse of Feb. 6, 1940, 
Disc. e Radiom. di S. S.-Pio XII, 
vol. 1, p. 523). And is it not true, 
indeed, that a great number of the 
faithful, particularly among the 
poorest, have — practically speak- 
ing—aside from their catechism, 
no other sustenance for their 
Christian life than Sunday preach- 
ing? May this preaching respond 
faithfully, then, to the Lord’s 
order to instruct nations and to 
teach them how to observe all that 
He has commanded us. (Cfr. Matt. 
28, 19). 

The teaching of truth, finally, 
while it demands of a priest knowl- 
edge sustained by continual labor, 
requires, even more so, prayer and 
sacrifice if it is to prove fruitful. 
“The grace of God,” wrote Bene- 
dict XV, “is not obtained through 
art and zeal, but through prayer. 
He, then, who devotes little or no 
time to prayer wastes both his 
work and his effort” (Encyclical 
cited, ibid, p. 314). On the other 
hand, a priest who is immersed in 
Jesus Christ—as, for example, the 
Curé d’Ars—will not fail to find 
his way into the most hardened of 
hearts. 

The Supreme Pontiff recom- 
mends to priests engaged in the 
ministry of the Word this ancient 
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lesson of sanctity which has been 
handed down by all the great 
heralds of God. May preachers 
follow above all others the example 
of St. Paul, the Apostle who, 
putting aside the language of hu- 
man wisdom, and scorning the fa- 
vor of men, wished to know only 
Jesus Christ crucified (cfr. Gal. 1, 
10; I Cor. 2, 1-2). “Will you, your- 
selves, hesitate,’”’ His Holiness has 
asked, “to preach the folly and 
weakness of a God who has been 
pleased to save believers by the 
folly of preaching?” (Discourse 
of Feb. 25, 1941, A. A. S., vol. 34, 
p. 134). 

Such are the wishes and patern- 


al exhortations which the Holy 


Father has asked me to transmit 
to those attending the Congress 
of Montpellier. His Holiness is 
pleased, in this Marian Year, to 
recommend them to the Immacu- 
late Virgin. Is it not she, indeed, 
who gave us the Word of God, and 
how could we help but associate in 
some manner her sublime mission 
and that of the preacher, who is 
also responsible for giving to souls 
the Word which enlightens and 
vivifies? It is, then, in invoking 
for the participants of the Con- 
gress this maternal and powerful 
protection that His Holiness sends 
to them, as to M. l’Abbé Courtois, 
General Chaplain of the United 
Charities, and to Your Excellency, 
his Apostolic Blessing. 





To teach 


But to feed is, first of all, to teach. 
—St. Pius X. Acerbo nimis. Apr. 15, 1904. 








The European Television 


Network: Symbol and Promise 


To Television Viewers in Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Denmark and Great Britain 


Non é forse 
Spoken in Italian 


S it not a fortunate coincidence 

that today, when the Church 
solemniy commemorates the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit into the 
Cenacle and the first preaching 
of the Apostle Peter to the multi- 
tudes eager for truth and peace, 
We are enabled to address you 
personally, European viewers of 
television, and to tell you how 
great is Our joy in meeting you, 
in this manner, in the intimacy of 
your homes? 


European network hailed 


A happy outcome thus crowns 
today the long efforts, the ardu- 
ous research, the countless experi- 
ments by individual scientists as 
well as by groups of scholars and 
nations, to establish a new means 
of intellectual and artistic ex- 
change among European peoples 
and perhaps later among peoples 
of other continents. 

True, it was possible before this 
to bring into your homes, through 
the medium of radio, words of 
teaching, encouragement and com- 
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fort. But who is not eager for 
more direct contact? However fer- 
vent and effective a speech may 
seem, it is all the more vivid and 
stirring when one is near enough 
to the speaker to detect his faint- 
est nuances of feeling and slight- 
est change of expression and also 
to impress his exact appearance 
on the memory. 


Thus We are happy to greet the 
noble undertaking of the “Union 
Européene de Radioffusion,” 
thanks to which, with the coopera- 
tion of organizations responsible 
for television and the persevering 
work of technicians who have 
charge of the good functioning of 
transmitting and receiver stations, 
it has become possible for this 
European network of picture 
transmission to come into being. 

Experiments carried out suc- 
cessfully in past years across the 
English Channel have made it pos- 
sible to work out the program 
which is started today and which 
is the first transmitted by Italian 
television to the nine European 
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television units within the frame- 
work of the first international tele- 
vision exchange. 

Events as they happen 


Spoken in French 


The functioning of an European 


television network, moreover, ful- 


fills the desires of both technicians 
and spectators. Like every recent 
invention, television is eager to 
explore its special potentialities. 
It has discovered that it is at its 
best when it portrays the most in- 
teresting manifestations of human 
life at the very moment they occur. 
Whether it is a matter of scienti- 
fic, artistic or sports activities, of 
the innumerable aspects of modern 
technology or social achievements, 
the world today wants to be in- 
formed of these events with the 
least possible delay, to take part in 
them and, if possible, to witness 
them. 

The difficulty of producing pro- 
grams of high quality calls for a 
cooperation that would divide costs 
and at the same time enlarge the 
field of direct coverage. It should 
be noted that although the tele- 
vision camera captures reality in 
a synthetic manner, it neverthe- 
less submits it to a more minute 
analysis than objective cinemato- 
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graphy. For the reduced dimen- 
sions of the receiving screen make 
close-ups preferable, closeups in 
which only a few persons are pic- 
tured, and the television camera 
captures even their most fleeting 
expressions. Every hesitation by a 
speaker is recorded. And the spec- 
tator, free of the influence which a 
closely packed audience may con- 
vey, can give the performance his 
undivided attention. Hence, weak- 
nesses in material or in presenta- 
tion do not escape his critical eye. 

Television can, therefore, cast a 
curious glance everywhere and in- 
troduce itself into the heart of 
events. It is a privileged instru- 
ment of human exploration, an ef- 
fective means of putting men in 
contact with one another and of 
revealing to them quickly, surely 
and with an unsuspected power of 
penetration the innumerable forms 
of contemporary life. 


Importance of the moral aspect 
Spoken in German 


However, as soon as the far- 
reaching importance of this in- 
strument for distributing informa- 
tion and knowledge becomes evi- 
dent, another delicate problem im- 
mediately comes to the fore: What 
of the moral values in this partial- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano June 7-8, 1954. The Holy Father delivered 
the different parts of his address in the five languages as indicated by the head- 
ings in this translation, which is based on that released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

The Holy Father's talk climaxed Western Europe's first international TV hookup. 
The 45-minute program presented views of the Pope blessing people from his 
window, of St. Peter's Basilica, and parts of the Vatican and its art treasures; and 
was seen by viewers in Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Ger- 
many, Denmark, and Great Britain. At the end of the program the Holy Father 
was shown standing in front of his throne in Consistorial Hall from which point 


he gave this brief five-language talk. 
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ly new world opened up by tele- 
vision in a far more comprehen- 
sive and attractive manner than 
by radio and film? Is it not pos- 
sible that together with the very 
best there may be found other 
things injurious to the moral 
sense? Should it not, therefore, be 
the primary and self-evident duty 
of the television companies and 
the spectators to provide for pru- 
dent and fitting selection? 

There are already too many open 
wounds in the body of today’s 
society—wounds inflicted by the 
corruptive activities of a certain 
type of press, film and radio. Will, 
perhaps, the evil only be worsened 
by this new, even more effective, 
medium, or will there be a readi- 
ness from the very beginning to 
create something really construc- 
tive and genuinely wholesome? 

In an effort to find the necessary 
market, producers are often 
tempted to distribute entertain- 
ment material catering to baser 
human instincts. It-is not suffici- 
ent to deplore the consequences of 
such an evil—particularly the sel- 
fish, drunken craving for worldly 
pleasures together with hardheart- 
edness toward the distress and de- 
sires of fellowmen. Suitable pre- 
ventive measures are necessary. 

If television wishes to keep its 
brilliant promises, it ought to take 
care not to use those unseemly arts 
that are as contrary to good taste 
as to the moral sense. It ought to 
refrain from dealing with the un- 
natural products of a diseased spir- 
it of our times, Television should 
rather endeavor to give recognition 
to genuine beauty and to all those 
wholesome, lofty and _ superior 
things that have been, and con- 
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tinue to be, created by the culture 
of mankind and, particularly, by 
the Christian religion. 


Symbol and promise of upion 
Spoken in English 


Perhaps one might here call 
special attention to the desire of a 
television audience to see reflected 
on the screen some of its own 
deepest aspirations, its ideal of hu- 
man brotherhood, of justice and 
of peace, its love of family and 
country, and also the fact that it 
is a part of a society, whose pur- 
pose transcends the limits of this 
material world or belongs to a re- 
ligious group. We are thinking in 
particular of those of you, whom 
sickness or infirmity confine to 
your homes and who would like 
to find the consolation and comfort 
they need more than others by 
being present in spirit at religious 
ceremonies and uniting their pray- 
er to that of the Church. From 
now on television, better than ra- 
dio, will bring them into the sanc- 
tuary. This will not of course take 
the place of being present actually 
and in person at religious rites; 
but at least it will help to create 
the atmosphere of reverence and 
recollection that surrounds litur- 
gical functions, and bring the au- 
dience to share the fervent prayer 
of faith and adoration that rises 
heavenward from a gathering of 
the faithful. 

May this first international pro- 
gram, that brings together eight 
countries of Western Europe, be 
at once a symbol and a promise! 
Symbol it is of union between the 
nations and in one respect, to a 
degree, it initiates that union. For 
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must not knowledge go before ap- 
preciation and esteem? Let the 
European nations then learn to 
know each other better; let them 
be happy and proud to display the 
national beauties of their countries 
and their cultural riches; let them 
open to others the deeper feelings 
of their spirit and their sincere 
desire for understanding and co- 
peration. How many prejudices, 
how many barriers will thus fall! 
Lack of mutual confidence, selfish- 
ness will lessen, and above all a 
renewed ambition will be stirred 
to contribute something to the 
world community for the common 
good. Such is Our hope. 

On this day of Pentecost may 
the divine Spirit, sent to enlighten 
the minds of men on this earth 


"And God saw that it was good" 


THE PoPE SPEAKS 


and to inflame their hearts with 
love of the Supreme Good, find in 
this product of human toil an in- 
strument to extend the reign of 
mutual understanding and concord 
among all peoples. With an earn- 
est prayer for this gift precious 
beyond others, and from a heart 
filled with love for all, We impart 
the Apostolic Blessing. 


Spoken in Dutch 


In conclusion, We greet all 
Dutch-speaking spectators and 
with them the entire Netherlands 
nation, whose welfare is close to 
Our heart and whose future We 
follow with warm interest. Be- 
loved sons and daughters, from 
Our heart We pray God for His 
bountiful blessings upon you. 


% 


& 


Truths of the supernatural order, of which the Church is the de- 
pository, necessarily promote everything that is true, good and beautiful 
in the order of nature, and this is accomplished more efficaciously in 
proportion as these truths are traced to the supreme principle of truth, 


goodness and beauty, which is God. 


—St. Pius X. lucunda sane. Mar. 12, 1904, 














Five New Saints of 


Heroism, Faith, Purity, Charity 


The Canonization Discourse On Saints Peter Chanel, Gaspar del Bufalo, 
Joseph Pignatelli, Dominic Savio, and Maria Crocifissa di Rosa 


Se le forze 


F, in the course of the centuries, 

the forces of evil do not cease 
their attacks against the work of 
the Divine Redeemer, God does not 
fail to answer the anguished pray- 
ers of His children in danger, rais- 
ing up souls, rich in gifts of na- 
ture and of grace, to be the com- 
fort and help of their brethren. 
When the knowledge of salutary 
truths, darkened by the allurement 
of earthly goods, grows feeble in 
the consciences of men, when the 
spirit of revolt and pride raises 
hidden or violent persecutions 
against the Church, Divine Provi- 
dence, ever present in bodies and 
souls in the midst of miseries, calls 
to the standard of Christ’s Cross 
heroes of sanctity who radiate 
splendors of virginal purity and 
fraternal charity to serve all the 
needs of the soul and to maintain 
in its integrity the fervor of Chris- 
tian virtues. 


St. Peter Chanel 

The life of those whom the 
Church has glorified today is 
summed up in the words of the 
Psalmist: “Though distress and 
anguish have come upon me, Your 
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commands are my delight.” (Ps. 
118, v. 143) To Peter Louis Mary 
Chanel befell the honor of being 
the first to shed his blood for the 
faith in Oceania. As soon as he 
made the sacrifice of his life on 
the island of Futuna—until then 
hostile to grace—there immediate- 
ly arose an exceedingly rich har- 
vest beyond all expectations. He 
passed his earthly sojourn in hu- 
mility, sweetness, patience and 
charity, drawing the best spiritual 
energies from his ardent and 
gentle love for the Virgin Mary. 
“To love Mary and to make her 
loved,” was his most fervent vow 
and program in the years of his 
preparation for the priesthood. 
After his ordination, he began to 
give unstintingly of the physical 
strength with which nature had so 
sparingly endowed him, to bring 
back to religion the little flock 
committed to his care. But his soul 
aspired to total perfection and to 
the labors of the missions among 
the heathens. Thus he decided to 
join the newly founded Society of 
Mary, which, in acknowledging the 
Queen of Heaven as its Perpetual 
Mother and Superioress, endea- 
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vored to best put into action the 
ideal of the priestly and apostolic 
perfection. For years he con- 
secrated himself with remarkable 
dedication, great patience, humble 
and solicitous vigilance, to the 
education of youth. But soon his 
dreams became a reality. Heroic- 
ally attaining the fondest yearn- 
ings of his heart, he embarked for 
the islands of Oceania where the 
Gospel had not yet penetrated. 
Who could tell what hard spiritual 
and physical trials awaited him in 
that field of apostolic labor? His 
efforts to adapt himself to the 
language and customs of the 
people, the apparent futility of his 
efforts, lack of understanding, hos- 
tility, subtle and open, could not 
shake his admirable constancy. 
Strong under the vigilant protec- 
tion of the Mother of God, Peter 
Chanel revealed to the astonished 
natives the inexhaustible charity 
and sweetness of his soul. The 
example of his pure and mortified 
life, his ceaseless prayer, his fer- 
vent exhortations prepared the 
way for Divine Grace. After the 
martyr had rendered his soul joy- 
ously to God, the forces of evil 
which had opposed his work 
promptly surrendered and _ the 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


Church gained in that far-away 
region, too, numerous and fervent 
children. 


St. Gaspar del Bufalo 


However, though it is necessary 
to announce the message of Christ 
to the infidels, it is none-the-less 
essential to keep alive the ardor of 
faith among Catholics. In the 
glorious galaxy of Saints which 
this Roman soil has given to the 
Church, Gaspar del Bufalo shines 
in special glory. From his earliest 
years the protection of St. Francis 
Xavier seemed to obtain from God 
an extraordinary abundance of 
supernatural gifts for him. While 
yet a student he diligently prac- 
ticed works of charity and assist- 
ance, especially in the teaching of 
Christian doctrine to children and 
the poor. Following the example 
of St. John Baptist de Rossi, he 
revived the Pious Work of St. Gal- 
la and founded shortly thereafter 
the Oratory of Sta. Maria in Vin- 
cis. But his apostolate in Rome 
was interrupted by the invasion of 
Napoleon’s troops. He _ suffered 
exile and imprisonment because he 
refused to submit to the oath of 
fidelity to an authority which was 
hostile to the rights of the Church. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 14-15, 1954. Translation based on 


one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


In the solemn proclamation preceding this discourse, the Holy Father inscribed 
in the catalogue of saints: Dominic Savio (1842-1857), Italian follower of St. John 
Bosco; Maria Crocifissa di Rosa (1813-1855), who founded the Handmaids of 
Charity; Peter Chanel (1803-1841), Marist missionary martyred on the Pacific 
island of Futuna; Gaspar del Bufalo (1786-1837), founder of the Congregation 
of the Precious Blood; and Joseph Pignatelli (1737-1811), a leading Jesuit dur- 
ing a crucial period in that society's history. Their lives, the Holy Father said, 
could be summed up in the words of the Psalmist: ‘‘Though distress and anguish 
have come upon me, four commands are my delight’ (Ps. 118:143). 
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He was finally freed. And to the 
great joy of those who knew him 
and now, after his return to Rome, 
revered him even more, he was 
assigned by the Sovereign Pontiff, 
Pius VII, the task of devoting 
himself to the holy missions which 
sought to renew the fervor of 
the faithful in the Papal States 
after the disorder and damage oc- 
casioned by public revolts. At this 
point he once again began to think 
of founding a congregation of mis- 
sionaries under the title of the 
Precious Blood of Jesus and, in 
spite of difficulties and obstacles, 
on August 15, 1815, he inaugur- 
ated the first house of the Congre- 
gation which he lovingly entrusted 
to the protection of the Most Holy 
Virgin. In this way there began 
for him a life of ceaseless work. 
He traveled almost all the regions 
of central Italy bringing every- 
where, by the example of his piety, 
humility and charity, reconcilia- 
tion and peace, and relief from 
corporal and above all spiritual 
miseries. At the same time, he 
gave wise rules to the Institute. 
Exclaiming, ‘Paradise, paradise!” 
he declined every offer of ecclesi- 
astical dignity, desiring to remain 
until death “on the rostrum,” 
meaning in the field of sacred 
preaching, confident as he was to 
receive in this way more easily and 
quickly, his eternal reward. And 
the Lord accepted his prayer that 
death come to him in the midst of 
the labors of the apostolate. Thus, 
he left to his followers an admir- 
able model of heroic zeal which 
generously sacrifices itself for the 
greater good of souls. 


St. Joseph Pignatelli 

But, if God frequently asks His 
elect to undertake great works for 
His Glory, He also wishes that 
they know how to suffer in obedi- 
ence and in silence. And, indeed, 
there is required no less generosi- 
ty to resist firmly in the midst of 
destruction and to prepare with 
perseverance for the hour in which 
peace will again reign. When the 
Society of Jesus was expelled from 
the kingdom of Spain, Guiseppe 
Pignatelli had already earned the 
esteem of his superiors by the 
loftiness of his spirit, the ingenu- 
ity of his charity toward the poor 
and those condemned to death, and 
his personal manner of authority 
which exercised a calming influ- 
ence in public disturbances. The 
nobility of his blood might have 
inspired him to seek human great- 
ness, but God had placed in him 
the seeds of a more noble and holy 
glory. Being in charge of the 
spiritual and temporal care of the 
exiled, he himself knew how to en- 
dure such vexations with admir- 
able serenity and patience. He 
knew how to help his unhappy 
companions to tolerate the worst 
privations, the indescribable sor- 
row of exile, the search far and 
wide for a place of refuge without 
finding the relief of a quiet and 
peaceful shelter. Yet, he made 
every effort to maintain the fer- 
vor of religious spirit in the un- 
fortunate fellowmen entrusted to 
him. When, finally, a more per- 
manent abode was obtained, he 
gave himself to a life of prayer, 
of work and charity, and as soon 
as the dawn of a resurrection 
broke for the Society of Jesus, he 
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tried to gather the dispersed mem- 
bers, to form new recruits, to re- 
establish in its integrity the mode 
of life and the traditional spirit 
of the Order. In this way Guiseppe 
Pignatelli prepared the revival of 
the renowned Society to which 
he always remained unfailingly 
united. He was the restorer and 
in spirit a second father of the 
Society of Jesus in Italy. He was 
the most notable bond which re- 
stored the Society, in the wake of 
suppression, to its former place. 


St. Dominic Savio 


While the three heroes whom 
we have just commemorated had 
spent all their manly energies in 
the hard battle against the forces 
of evil, there appears before us 
the image of Dominic Savio, the 
delicate adolescent, weak of body, 
but with a soul determined to 
make a pure oblation of itself to 
the sovereignly gentle and exact- 
ing love of Christ. In such a ten- 
der age as his, one would expect 
to find rather good and amiable 
dispositions of spirit; but it is 
truly astonishing to find in him 
such a marvel of the inspirations 
of grace and constant adherence 
without reservation to heavenly 
things, which his faith perceived 
with rare intensity. In the school 
of his spiritual teacher, the great 
St. Don Bosco, he learned how the 
joy of serving God and of making 
Him loved by others can become 
a powerful means of apostolate. 
On December 8, 1854, he found 
himself uplifted in an ecstasy of 
love toward the Virgin Mary, and 
shortly afterwards he joined some 
of his friends in the Society of the 
Immaculate Conception with the 
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The Holy Father decreed 
that the feast days of the new 
saints would be the dates of 
their deaths: 


... Mar. 9 
St. Peter Chanel ....Apr. 28 
St. Joseph Pignatelli. . Nov.15 
St. Maria Crocifissa. .Dec. 15 
St. Gaspar del Bufalo Dec. 28 


St. Dominic Savio 


























aim of advancing in great strides 
on the path of sanctity and of 
avoiding the slightest sin. He in- 
vited his companions to piety, to 
good behavior, to frequent recep- 
tion of the Sacraments, to the re- 
citation of the Rosary, to the 
avoidance of all evil and tempta- 
tions. Without fear of .rejections 
or insolent answers, he intervened 
firmly though charitably, to recall 
the thoughtless and perverse to 
their duties. Showered, even in 
this life, with the intimacy and 
gifts of the Sweet Guest of the 
Soul, he soon left this earth to re- 
ceive, through the intercession of 
the Heavenly Queen, the prize of 
his child-like love. 


St. Maria Crocifissa Rosa 


Associated to the glory of such 
illustrious Confessors, a Virgin, 
eminent for her love of the Cross, 
Maria Crocifissa di Rosa, of a pa- 
trician family of Brescia, also 
sings the splendors of the Divine 
Spouse. Immediately after the 


pious death of her earthly mother, 
and in imitation of St. Teresa of 
Jesus, she took refuge in the arms 
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of her Heavenly Mother. In the 
school of the Sisters of the Visita- 
tion, she deepened her firm piety 
more and more, animated by an in- 
tense desire to suffer for Jesus 
Christ and to practice constant 
mortification and charity. She re- 
nounced all vanity, every use of 
fashion, every worldly entertain- 
ment, every indulgence in natural 
pleasures, every offer of marriage. 
She undertook the care of girls 
and ordinary women, bore critic- 
isms patiently, especially those of 
deluded libertines, and joyfully 
distributed her goods to the needy. 
When in 1836, cholera broke out 
in Brescia, she gave free reign to 
her heroic selflessness in the serv- 
ice of the stricken, and drew other 
young women of her times into the 
laborious and dangerous task. 
Aided by the solicitude of her 
spiritual director, our Saint, after 
the calamity had passed, continued 
to dedicate herself to the assist- 
ance of the sick and abandoned in 
the women’s hospital at Brescia. 
Soon the pious collaboration of 
these generous souls became a 
firmly established institution, the 
Handmaids of Charity, which took 
complete charge of the health serv- 
ices of the hospital in Brescia and 
later other charitable activities 
also. Overcoming the. obstacles 
which the new work had to under- 
go, the gentle and untiring apostle 
saw in the disposition of Provid- 
ence Heaven’s approbation of her 
efforts. But she prayed that crosses 


No greater love 
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would not cease and that she 
would not be spared persecutions 
and trials. And in fact, though 
showing in her activities as foun- 
dress the most beautiful qualities 
of intelligence and will, she was to 
suffer with great courage physical 
pain and especially anguish of 
soul, the indescribable darkness 
which the unchained spirit of evil 
vainly tried to weigh down upon 
her. An ardent prayer then over- 
flowed from her lips: “My Jesus, 
You alone suffice me. My life— 
may it be crucified with You.” In 
this way, from the depths of her 
spiritual life, all conformed to the 
Cross, sprang an original and com- 
plete undertaking which embraces 
all forms of hospitality and assist- 
ance and prospers in eminent 
fruits of charity and virtue. 
These, Venerable Brethren and 
Beloved Children, are, in bare out- 
line, the heroic actions of these 
apostles and founders whom the 
Holy Spirit has moulded to con- 
tinue the work of Christ. Togeth- 
er, they weave a marvelous crown 
for the Virgin Mary, who has 
adorned them by her elect favors 
and who has been pleased to ac- 
cept their faithful services. May 
these new Princes of Heaven deign 
to obtain for all who rejoice to- 
day because of their glory the 
grace to follow in their footsteps 
and to be inflamed like them with 
love for Jesus, who has redeemed 
them with His own Blood, and for 
His purest and Holiest Mother. 


Indeed, the Catholic Church has never lacked apostolic men who, 
urged by the charity of Jesus Christ, were ready and willing to give 


even life itself for their brethren. 


—St. Pius X. Lacrimabili statu. June 7, 1912. 
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The restoration of church music 


. . . Chief among the anxieties of the pastoral office, not only of this 
Supreme Chair, which We, although unworthy, occupy through the inscrut- 
able disposition of Providence, but of every local church, is without doubt 
that of maintaining and promoting the decorum of the house of God where 
the august mysteries of religion are celebrated, and where the Christian 
people assemble to receive the grace of the sacraments, to be present at 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Altar, to adore the august Sacrament of the Lord's 
Body and to join in the common prayer of the Church in public and solemn 
liturgical offices. Nothing then should take place in the temple calculated 
to disturb or even merely to diminish the piety and devotion of the faithful, 
nothing that may give reasonable cause for disgust or scandal, nothing, 
above all, which directly offends the decorum and the sanctity of the sacred 


functions and is thus unworthy of the house of prayer and of the majesty 
of God.... 


. « . Sacred music, as an integral part of the solemn liturgy, participates 
in its general object, which is the glory of God and the sanctification and 
edification of the faithful. It tends to increase the decorum and the splendor 
of the ecclesiastical ceremonies; and since its principal office is to clothe 
with befitting melody the liturgical text proposed for the understanding of 
the faithful its proper end is to add greater efficacy to the text, in order 
that by means of it the faithful may be the more easily moved to devotion 
and better disposed to receive the fruits of grace associated with the cele- 
bration of the most holy mysteries. . . . 


. . » The Church has always recognized and favored the progress of the 
arts, admitting to the service of worship everything good and beautiful 
discovered by genius in the course of ages—always, however, with due re- 
gard to the liturgical laws. Consequently modern music is also admitted 
in the Church, since it, too, furnishes compositions of such excellence, sobriety 
and gravity that they are in no way unworthy of the liturgical functions. . . . 


—St. Pius X. Tra le sollecitudini (motu 
proprio). Nov. 22, 1903. 

















SAINT BONIFACE 


Encyclical Letter of His Holiness 
Pius XII by Divine Providence Pope 


To Our Venerable Brothers the Archbishops, Bishops, and other Local 
Ordinaries of Great Britain, Germany, Austria, France, Belgium 
and Holland at Peace and in Communion with the Apostolic See 


The Twelfth Centenary of the Death of St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 


Ecclesiae fastos 


ENERABLE Brothers, health 

and apostolic blessing. 
It is eminently fitting and 
desirable that the Church’s history 
should not only be meditated on 
but also publicly celebrated; for it 
demonstrates the sanctity in every 
age of the society founded by 
Jesus Christ. And when the ex- 
amples of virtue with which its 
pages are adorned are expressly 
set forth, they excite others to 
imitation and emulation according 
to their capacities. 

We were very glad, therefore, 
to hear that those countries which 
owe a special debt of gratitude to 
St. Boniface intend to make the 
twelfth centenary of the martyr- 
dom of this shining glory of the 
Benedictine order an occasion of 
special rejoicing and public prayer. 

But if your countties have rea- 


June 5, 1954 


son to venerate this saintly man 
and to recall his great achieve- 
ments at this happy commemora- 
tion, much more so has this Apos- 
tolic See. Three times he under- 
took the long and arduous journey 
to Rome as a pious pilgrim, to 
kneel in reverence before the tomb 
of the Prince of the Apostles. Here 
also, with filial respect, he be- 
sought from Our predecessors the 
mission which he so ardently de- 
sired of preaching Our Divine Re- 
deemer’s name to remote and 
barbarous tribes, and of bringing 
Christian civilization to them. 


Apostolic zeal 


Boniface was Anglo-Saxon by 
birth. At an early age he strongly 
felt God calling him to leave his 
ancestral possessions and the at- 
tractions of a life in the world and 
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to enter a monastery, within 
whose safe walls he could more 
easily devote himself to heavenly 
contemplation and the practice of 
the counsels of perfection. He an- 
swered the call; and in the mon- 
astery he made such rapid prog- 
ress in the study of both liberal 
and sacred sciences and also in the 
practice of Christian virtues that 
he was elected Superior. But be- 
ing endowed with a lofty and gen- 
erous nature, he had long cher- 
ished the desire of going abroad 
to uncivilized countries, to bring 
them the light of the Gospel mes- 
sage and instruct them in Chris- 
tianity. Nothing could detain or 
hinder him, neither the thought 
of exile, nor long and difficult 
journeying, nor the dangers he 
was likely to encounter in an un- 
known land. His was an apostolic 
spirit so active, so eager and so 
vigorous, that it could not be fet- 
tered by any merely human con- 
siderations. 


I 


About a hundred years previ- 
ously, Britain, after many vicissi- 
tudes, had been brought back 
to the Christian religion by Our 
predecessor of immortal memory, 
Gregory the Great, when he sent 
thither a band of Benedictine 
monks under the leadership of St. 
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Augustine. It is surely wonderful, 
then, that in this short interval 
it should have been distinguished 
by so firm a faith and so ardent a 
charity that, like a river over- 
flowing and irrigating the sur- 
rounding land, it should want to 
send many of its best sons to other 
nations to gain them to Christ and 
to bind them closely to His Vicar 
on earth. This seemed to be its 
manner of thanking God for hav- 
ing received the benefits of the 
Catholic religion, civilization, and 
Christian culture. 


Early missionary activities 


Winfred, afterwards named Bon- 
iface by Pope St. Gregory II, was 
undoubtedly outstanding among 
the missionaries for his apostolic 
zeal and fortitude of soul, com- 
bined with gentleness of manner. 
Together with a small but cour- 
ageous band of companions, he be- 
gan that work of evangelization to 
which he had so long looked for- 
ward, setting sail from Britain and 
landing in Friesland. However, 
the tyrant who ruled that country 
vehemently opposed the Christian 
religion, so that the attempt of 
Boniface and his companions fail- 
ed, and after fruitless labors and 
vain efforts they were obliged to 
return home. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano June 6, 1954. Translation by Vatican Press 
Office. Sectional headings our own. 

The attachment and fidelity of St. Boniface to the Holy See, his great missionary 
activity in Germany, France and other European countries, the accomplishments in 
both the spiritual and temporal order of the monasteries which he founded, par- 
ticularly that at Fulda, are highlighted in this encyclical on the life and work of 
the English-born Benedictine, Apostle and spiritual father of the German people. 
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Papal mandate 


Nevertheless he was not dis- 
couraged. He determined, after a 
short while, to go to Rome and 
visit the Apostolic See. There he 
would humbly ask the Vicar of 
Jesus Christ himself for a sacred 
mandate. Fortified with this and 
by the grace of God he would more 
readily attain the difficult goal of 
his most ardent desires. “He came, 
therefore, without mishap to the 
home of the Blessed Apostle 
Peter,” and having venerated 
with great piety the tomb of the 
Prince of the Apostles, begged for 
an audience with Our predecessor 
of holy memory, Gregory II. 

He was willingly received by the 
Pontiff, to whom “he related in 
detail the occasion of his journey 
and visit, and manifested the de- 
sire which for long had been con- 
suming him. The Holy Pope 
immediately smiled benignly on 
him,”? encouraged him to confi- 
dence in his praiseworthy enter- 
prise, and armed him with apos- 
tolic letters and authority. 

The receiving of a mandate 
from the Vicar of Jesus Christ 
was to Boniface a mark of the 
Divine assistance. Relying on this 
he feared no difficulties from men 
or circumstances; and now with 
the prospect of happier results he 
hoped to carry out his long cher- 
ished design. He traversed vari- 
ous parts of Germany and Fries- 
land. Wherever there were no 
traces of Christianity, but all was 


wild and savage, he generously 
scattered the Gospel seed, and 
labored and toiled that it might 
fructify ; wherever he found Chris- 
tian communities utterly aban- 
doned for want. of a lawful pastor, 
or being driven by corrupt and 
ignorant churchmen far-from the 
path of genuine faith and a good 
life, he became the reformer of 
public and private morality, pru- 
dent and keen, skilful and tireless, 
stirring up and inciting all to vir- 
tue. 


Regional bishop 


The success of the apostle was 
reported to Our predecessor al- 
ready mentioned, who called him 
to Rome, and despite the protest 
of his modesty, “intimated his 
desire to raise him to the Episco- 
pate, in order that he could with 
greater firmness correct the erring 
and bring them back to the way 
of truth, the greater the authority 
of his apostolic rank; and would be 
more acceptable to all in his office 
of preaching, the more evident it 
should be that he had been or- 
dained to it by his apostolic su- 
perior.’”* 

Therefore he was consecrated 
“regional bishop” by the Sovereign 
Pontiff himself, and having re- 
turned to the vast territories of 
his jurisdiction, with the authority 
which his new office conferred on 
him, devoted himself with in- 
creased earnestness to his apos- 
tolic labor. 





1 Vita S. Bonifatii, auctore Willibaldo, ed. Levison (Hannoveras et Lipsiae, 


1905), p. 21. 
2 Ibidem, e.1. 


3 Vita S. Bonifatii auctore Otloho, ed. Levison, lib. I, p. 127. 
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Archbishop 


Just as Boniface was dear to 
St. Gregory II for the eminence of 
his virtue and his burning zeal for 
the spread of Christ’s kingdom, he 
was likewise to his successors: 
namely, to Pope St. Gregory III, 
who, for his conspicuous merits, 
named him archbishop and hon- 
ored him with the sacred pallium, 
giving him the power to establish 
lawfully or reform the ecclesiasti- 
cal hierarchy in his territory, and 
to consecrate new bishops “in or- 
der to bring the light of Faith to 
Germany ;’* to Pope St. Zachary 
also, who in an affectionate letter 
confirmed his office and warmly 
praised him;* finally, to Pope 
Stephen III, to which Pontiff 
shortly after his election, when 
already coming to the end of his 
life’s span, he wrote a letter full 
of reverence.® 

Backed by the authority and 
support of these Pontiffs, through- 
out the period of his apostolate 
Boniface traversed immense re- 
gions with ever-growing zeal, 
shedding the Gospel’s light on 
lands until then steeped in dark- 
ness and error; with untiring 
effort he brought a new era of 
Christian civilization to Friesland, 
Saxony, Austrasia, Thuringia, 
Franconia, Hesse, Bavaria. All 
these lands he tirelessly cultivated 
and brought forth to that new life 
which comes from Christ and is 
fed by His grace. He was also 
eager to reach “old Saxony,’” 
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which he looked on as the birth- 
place of his ancestors; however, 
this hope he was unable to realize. 


Monasteries, farms, cities 


To begin and carry out success- 
fully this tremendous undertaking, 
he earnestly called for companions 
from the Benedictine monasteries 
in his own land, then flourishing 
in learning, faith and charity,— 
for monks and nuns too, among 
whom Lioba was an outstanding 
example of evangelical perfection. 
They readily answered his call, 
and gave him precious help in his 
mission. And in those same lands 
there were not wanting those who, 
once the light of the Gospel had 
reached them, eagerly embraced 
the faith, and then strove mightily 
to bring it to all whom they could 
reach. Thus were those regions 
gradually transformed after Boni- 
face, supported, as we have said, 
by the authority of the Roman 
Pontiffs, undertook the task; “like 
a new archimandrite he began 
everywhere to plant the divine 
seed and root out the cockle, to 
build monasteries and churches, 
and to put worthy shepherds in 
charge of them.”* Men and women 
flocked to hear him preach, and 
hearing him were touched by 
grace; they abandoned their an- 
cient superstitions, and were set 
afire with love for the Redeemer; 
by contact with his teaching their 
rude and corrupt manners were 
changed; cleansed by the waters 
of baptism, they entered an en- 





4S. Bonifatii Epistolae, ed. Tangl (Derolini 1916), epist. 28, p. 49. 
5 Cfr. Ibidem, Epist. 51, 57, 58, 60, 68, 77, 80, 86, 87, 89. 


6 Ibidem, Epist. 108, pp. 233-234. 
7 Ibidem, Epist. 73, p. 150. 


8 Vita S. Bonifatii auctore Otloho, ed. Levison, lib. I, p. 157. 
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tirely new way of life. Here were 
ereeted monasteries for monks and 
nuns, which were centers not only 
of religion, but also of Christian 
civilization, of literature, of liberal 
arts; there dark and unknown and 
impenetrable forests were cleared, 
or completely cut down, and new 
lands put to cultivation for the 
benefit of all; in various places 
dwellings were built, which in the 
course of centuries would grow to 
be populous cities. 

Thus the untamed Germanic 
tribes, so jealous of their freedom 
that they would submit to no one, 
undismayed even by the mighty 
weight of Roman arms, and never 
remaining for long under their 
sway, once they were visited by 
the unarmed heralds of the Gospel, 
docilely yielded to them; they were 
drawn, stirred and finally pene- 
trated by the beauty and truth of 
the new doctrine, and at last, em- 
bracing the sweet yoke of Jesus 
Christ, willingly surrendered to 
Him. 

. Through the activity of St. 
Boniface, what was certainly a 
new era dawned for the German 
people; new not only for the Chris- 
tian religion, but also for Christ- 
ian civilization. Consequently this 
nation should rightly consider and 
regard him as their. father, to 
whom they should be ever grateful 
and whose outstanding virtues 
they should zealously imitate. “For 
it is not only Almighty God Who 
is called Father in the spiritual 
order, but also all those whose 
teaching and example lead us to 
the truth and encourage us to be 
strong in our religion .. . Thus the 


holy bishop Boniface can be called 
the father of all Germans, since 
he was the first to bring them 
forth in Christ by his holy preach- 
ing and to strengthen them by 
the example of his virtue, then 
finally to lay’ down his life for 
them, greater love than which no 
man can show.’ 


Fulda: center of learning and 
prayer 


Among the various monasteries 
(and he had many built in those 
regions) the monastery of Fulda 
certainly holds first place; to the 
people it was as a beacon which 
with its beaming light shows ships 
the way through the waves of the 
sea. Here was founded as it were 
a new city of God, in which, gen- 
eration after generation, innumer- 
able monks were carefully and 
diligently instructed in human 
and divine learning, prepared by 
prayer and contemplation for their 
future peaceful battles, and finally 
sent forth like swarms of bees 
after they had drawn the honey 
of wisdom from their sacred and 
profane books, to impart gener- 
ously that sweetness far and wide 
to others. Here none of the sci- 
ences or liberal arts were un- 
known. Ancient manuscripts were 
eagerly collected, carefully copied, 
brilliantly illuminated in color, and 
explained with careful commen- 
taries. Thus it can justly be main- 
tained that the sacred and profane 
studies Germany so excels in today 
had their venerable origins here. 

What is more, innumerable 
Benedictines went forth from 
these monastic walls and with 





9 Ibidem, ed. Levison, lib. I, p. 158. 
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cross and plow, by prayer, that is, 
and labor, brought the light of 
Christian civilization to those 
lands as yet wrapped in darkness. 
By their long untiring labors, the 
forests, once the vast domain of 
wild beasts, almost inaccessible to 
man, were turned into fruitful 
land and cultivated fields; and 
what had been up to that time 
separate, scattered tribes of rough 
barbarous customs became in the 
course of time a nation, tamed by 
the gentle power of the Gospel and 
outstanding for its Christianity 
and civilization. 

But the monastery of Fulda was 
in a particular way a center of di- 
vine contemplation and prayer. 
For there the monks, before under- 
taking the difficult task of evan- 
gelizing the tribes, strove through 
prayer, penance and labor to at- 
tain the heights of sanctity. Boni- 
face himself, as often as he could 
withdraw briefly from his apos- 
tolic labors and rest a little, loved 
to repair there to refresh and 
strengthen his soul by divine con- 
templation and protracted prayer. 
“It is a forest place,” he wrote to 
Zacharias, Our predecessor of holy 
memory, “in an immense wilder- 
ness, where among the tribes to 
whom we preach we have built a 
monastery and established monks 
who live the rule of our holy father 
Benedict, men of strict abstinence 
who get along without meat and 
wine, without strong drink, with- 
out serfs, content with the labor 
of their own hands .. . In this 
place, with the consent of Your 
Holiness, I propose to rest a little 
while, for a few days, and refresh 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


my body worn out with age, then 
after death to lie here. For there 
are four separate tribes living in 
this surrounding territory. We 
have by the grace of God preached 
Christ’s word to them, and with 
the help of your prayers, I can be 
of service to them as long as I 
have life and understanding. Re- 
lying on your prayers and the 
grace of God, I want to remain al- 
ways in union with the Church of 
Rome and in your service among 
the German tribes to whom I have 
been sent, and to obey your or- 
ders.”’?° 

It was especially in the silence 
of this monastery that he found 
the power from on high that 
strengthened him to go forth 
eagerly to fresh combat, to bring 
into the fold of Christ so many 
German tribes, to confirm them in 
the faith, and oftentimes to lead 
them on even to lives of evangeli- 
cal perfection. 


Papal legate to France 


But if Boniface was the special 
apostle of Germany, nevertheless 
the zeal which burned within him 
for spreading the kingdom of 
heaven did not halt at the borders 
of that nation. The Church of 
Gaul, which from apostolic times 
had so generously embraced the 
Catholic faith, had sealed its faith 
with the blood of innumerable 
martyrs, and after the establish- 
ment of the Frankish empire, had 
written into the annals of Chris- 
tendom pages worthy of the high- 
est praise, at the time of St. Boni- 
face was greatly in need of moral 
reform and the restoration of 





10 S. Bonifatii Epist., ed. Tangl, epist. 86, pp. 193-194. 
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Christian life. For many dioceses 
were either without bishops or en- 
trusted to unworthy ones; else- 
where superstitions of all kind, 
heresies and schisms brought dis- 
quiet to many consciences; with 
lamentable negligence long periods 
of time elapsed without any 
Church Councils being called, so 
necessary for preserving the pur- 
ity of the faith, for restoring the 
discipline of the clergy, for re- 
forming public and private mor- 
ality. Very often consecrated min- 
isters of religion did not measure 
up to the lofty dignity of their 
office; and often the people lay 
helpless in the toils of corrupt 
morality and an egregious ignor- 
ance of the Christian faith. News 
of this sad state of affairs reached 
the ears of St. Boniface; no sooner 
did he learn that the illustrious 
Frankish Church was imperiled 
than he set about applying a 
remedy with energy and skill. 
But also in these immense diffi- 
culties he felt the need of the au- 
thority of the Apostolic See.” 
Backed by this authority and act- 
ing as legate of the Roman Pon- 
tiff,* for almost five years he 
worked with indefatigable energy 
and consummate prudence to re- 
store the Church of the Franks to 
its pristine glory. “. . ..For then, 
with God’s help and at the instiga- 
tion of Boniface, the saintly arch- 
bishop, the Christian faith was 
re-affirmed, legitimate synods of 
orthodox churchmen were estab- 


lished in France, and everything 
was corrected and set right by the 
authority of the canons.” By the 
initiati.e and leadership of St. 
Boniface four Councils were held 
for this purpose,’* one of them, 
the fourth, being a Council of the 
whole Frankish empire. The ec- 
clesiastical hierarchy was restored, 
bishops worthy of the name and 
the office were chosen and assigned 
to their different sees, clerical dis- 
cipline was re-instated and re- 
formed as far as possible, the au- 
thority of the sacred canons was 
safe-guarded, the morals of the 
people were carefully improved, su- 
perstitious practices were forbid- 
den,’ heresies repudiated and con- 
demned,’® and schisms happily 
healed. Then to the great joy of 
St. Boniface and all good men, the 
Church of the Franks was seen 
to flourish again and to shine with 
new splendor. Vices were stamped 
out, or diminished at least, Chris- 
tian virtues were held in honor, 
and the necessary union with the 
Roman Pontiff was forged with 
stronger and closer bonds. The 
assembled Fathers of the Council 
which represented the entire do- 
main of the Franks sent on to 
Rome, to the Sovereign Pontiff, 
the acts which they had solemnly 
decreed, as a splendid testimony 
of their faith and the faith of their 
people, to lay at the tomb of the 
Prince of the Apostles this proof 
of their reverence, piety and 
unity.!” 





11 Cfr. Ibidem, Epist. 41, p. 66. 


12 Cfr. Ibidem, Epist. 61, pp. 125-126. 


13 Vita. S. Bonifatii, auct. Willibaldo, ed. Levison, p. 40. 

14 Cfr. Sirmond, Concilia antiqua Galliae (Parisiis 1629), t. I, p. 511 et sq. 
15 Cfr. S. Bonifatii Epist., ed. Tangl, epist. 28, pp. 49-52. 

16 Cfr. Ibidem, Epist. 57, pp. 104-105; et epist. 59, p. 109. 


17 Cfr. Ibidem, Epist. 78, p. 168. 
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Friesland again 


When by the grace and favor of 
God this very important task was 
done, Boniface did not allow him- 
self his well-earned rest. In spite 
of the fact that he was already 
burdened by so many cares, and 
was feeling now his advanced age 
and realizing that his health was 
almost broken by so many labors, 
he prepared himself eagerly for a 
new and no less difficult enterprise. 
He turned his attention again to 
Friesland, that Friesland which 
had been the first goal of his apos- 
tolic travels, where he had later 
on labored so much. Especially in 
the northern regions this land was 
still enveloped in the darkness of 
pagan error. Zeal that was still 
youthful led him there to bring 
forth new sons to Jesus Christ and 
to bring Christian civilization to 
new peoples. For he earnestly de- 
sired “that in leaving this world 
he might receive his reward there 
where he had first begun his 
preaching and entered upon his 
meritorious career.”** Feeling that 
his mortal life was drawing 
to a close, he confided his presenti- 
ment to his dear disciple, Bishop 
Lullus, and asserted that he did 
not want to await death in idle- 
ness. “I yearn to finish the road 
before me; I cannot call myself 
back from the path I have chosen. 
Now the day and hour of my death 
is at hand. For now I leave the 
prison of the body and go to my 
eternal reward. My dear son,... 
insist in turning the people from 
the paths of error, finish the con- 
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struction of the basilica already 
begun at Fulda and there bring my 
body which has aged with the 
passage of many years.” 


Martyrdom 


When he and his little band had 
taken tearful departure from the 
others, “he traveled through all 
Friesland, ceaselessly preaching 
the word of God, banishing pagan 
rites and extirpating immoral 
heathen customs. With tremen- 
dous energy he built churches and 
overthrew the idols of the temples. 
He baptized thousands of men, 
women and children.””° After he 
had arrived in the northern re- 
gions of Friesland and was about 
to administer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to a large number of 
newly baptized converts, a furious 
mob of pagans suddenly attacked 
and threatened to kill them with 
deadly spears and swords. Then 
the holy prelate serenely advanced 
and “forbade his followers to re- 
sist, saying, ‘Cease fighting, my 
children, for we are truly taught 
by Scripture not to return evil for 
evil, but rather good. The day we 
have long desired is now at hand; 
the hour of our death has come of 
its own accord. Take strength in 
the Lord, . . . be courageous and 
do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body, for they cannot slay an 
immortal soul. Rejoice in the 
Lord, fix the anchor of hope in 
God, Who will immediately give 
you an enternal reward and a place 
in the heavenly court with the 
angelic choirs’.”*. All were en- 





18 Vita S. Bonifatii, auct. Willibaldo, ed. Levison, p. 46. 
19 Ibidem, e. 1. i 
20 Ibidem, p. 47. 

21 Ibidem, pp. 49-50. 
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couraged by these words to em- 
brace martyrdom. They prayed 
and turned their eyes and hearts 
to heaven where they hoped to 
receive soon an eternal reward, 
and then fell beneath the on- 
slaught of their enemies, who 
stained with blood the bodies of 
those who fell in the happy combat 
of the saints.’”?? At the moment 
of this martyrdom, Boniface, who 
was to be beheaded by the sword, 
“placed the sacred book of the 
Gospels upon his head as the 
sword threatened, that he might 
receive the deadly stroke under it 
and claim its protection in death, 
whose reading he loved in life.’’ 

With this glorious death, which 
assured him a certain entrance 
into eternal happiness, St. Boni- 
face finished the course of the life 
which he had spent wholly for the 
glory of God, for his own and his 
neighbor’s salvation. After many 
vicissitudes his holy remains were 
brought “to the place which he 
had chosen in life,”’* that is, to 
the monastery of Fulda, where his 
disciples, singing holy psalms and 
shedding abundant tears, gave 
them worthy burial. As in the 
past, so today many come to vener- 
ate his resting place. There St. 
Boniface seems to speak as though 
still alive to all whose. ancestors 
he converted to Jesus Christ and 
enriched with Christian civiliza- 
tion. He speaks by the ardor of 
his charity and his piety, by the 
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invincible courage of his soul, his 
inviolate faith, his strenuous zeal 
for the apostolate even to the end, 
and death which he made glorious 
by the martyr’s palm. 


Public veneration 


Upon his death, all immediately 
began to praise his holiness, and 
to venerate him in private and in 
public. So quickly did his fame 
for sanctity spread that in Britain, 
shortly after his martyrdom, Cuth- 
bert, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, wrote as follows: “With love 
and veneration we place him 
among the outstanding teachers of 
the true faith. Wherefore in our 
general synod . . . we have intro- 
duced the date of his birth in 
heaven and that of his companions 
in martyrdom, and decree that 
it be solemnly celebrated each 
year.”?5 With like zeal did the 
peoples of Germany, Gaul and 
other nations honor him from 
earliest times.” 


II 


Divine grace the source 


Whence, Venerable Brothers, 
did St. Poniface draw that tireless 
energy, that unconquered strength 
of soul whereby he could surmount 
so many difficulties, endure so 
many labors, overcome dangers, 
and struggle on behalf of Christ’s 
kingdor even to the shedding of 
his blood and the martyr’s crown? 
Without a doubt he drew it from 





22 Cfr. Ibidem, p. 50; et Vita S. Bonifatii, auct. Otloho, ed. Levison, lib. II, 
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23 Vita S. Bonifatii, auct. Radbodo, ed. Levison, p. 78. 
24 Vita S. Bonifatii, auct. Willibaldo, ed. Levison, p. 54. 
25S. Bonifatii Epist., ed. Tangl, epist. 111, p. 240. 


p. 42, 


26 Cfr. Epistolae Lupi Servati, ed. Levillain, t. I (Parisiis 1927), epist. 5, 
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divine grace, which he ever sought 
in humble, perservering and fer- 
vent prayer. So strongly was he 
driven by love of God that his one 
aim was an ever closer union with 
Him, an ever lengthier converse 
with Him; his prime purpose was 
to preach God’s glory to unknown 
tribes, and to bring them to Him 
in reverence and love. He could 
surely repeat with every right that 
phrase of St. Paul’s: “With us, 
Christ’s love is a compelling mo- 
tive.”?? And this other: “Who will 
separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will affliction, or distress, 
or persecution, or hunger, or 
nakedness, or peril or the sword? 
... Of this I am fully persuaded; 
neither death nor life .. . neither 
what is present nor what is to 
come, no force whatever, neither 
the height above us nor the depth 
beneath us, nor any other creature, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which comes to 
us in Christ Jesus our Lord.”’?* 
Whenever this divine love pene- 
trates man’s hearts and shapes 
and guides them, they can make 
their own the words of Paul: 
“Nothing is beyond my powers, 
thanks to the strength God gives 
me;’”? so that nothing can resist 
or frustrate their efforts—this the 
history of the Church teaches us. 
What took place in apostolic times 
is then wonderously repeated: “the 
utterance fills every land, the mes- 
sage reaches the ends of the 
world.’*° In them the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ has new sowers, men 
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quickened by divine grace whom 
nothing can hold back, unless it be 
their chains, as is sadly evident 
in our times; only death can 
shackle them; and death, when 
made illustrious by the martyr’s 
palm, always stirs up new multi- 
tudes, brings forth new followers 
of the Divine Redeemer, just as 
happened in Boniface’s time. 
From his letters it is abundantly 
clear how much this apostle trust- 
ed in divine grace, besought by 
humble prayer, to bring his under- 
takings to fruitful issue. In them 
he constantly begged for prayers 
from the Bishop of Rome,*: from 
friends whose holiness he esteem- 
ed, from nuns whose communities 
he had either founded, or by wise 
counsel sought to lead to evan- 
gelical perfection; through their 
intercessions he hoped to receive 
divine help and grace. Let us 
quote, as an example, what he 
wrote to the “revered and dearly 
loved sisters Leobgith and Thecla, 
and to Cynehild”: “I urge and di- 
rect you, beloved daughters, to 
pray to our Lord frequently, as 
we trust you do constantly, and 
will continue to do, as you have in 
the past . . . and know that we 
praise God, and our heart’s yearn- 
ing grows that God our Lord, 
refuge of the poor and hope of the 
lowly, will free us from our straits 
and the trials of this evil age, that 
His word may spread, and the 
wonderful Gospel of Christ be held 
in honor, that His grace be not 
fruitless in me... And since I am 





27 11 Cor. V, 14. 

28 Rom. VIII, 35, 38, 39. 
29 Phil. IV, 13. 

30 Ps. XVIII, 5; Rom. X, 18 


31 Cfr. S. Bonifatii Epist., ed. Tangl, epist. 86, pp. 189-191. 
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the last and least of all the ambas- 
sadors whom the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church of Rome has 
destined to preach the Gospel, 
pray that I may not die without 
some fruit for that Gospel.”** 


Close union with Holy See 


From these words shines forth 
not only his zeal for the spread 
of Christ’s kingdom, a zeal 
strengthened by his own and 
others’ incessant prayers, but also 
his Christian humility, and his 
close union with the Apostolic See 
of Rome. This union he carefully 
and earnestly preserved through 
his life; it could rightly be called 
the strong and unshakable founda- 
tion of his apostolic labors. 

Though We have already touch- 
ed on this point when We spoke 
about his pilgrimages to the tomb 
of Blessed Peter and to the See of 


Christ’s Vicar, We would like to’ 


enlarge on it somewhat, that his 
ready obedience to and respect for 
Our predecessors be more clearly 
seen, as also the constant charity 
of the Roman Pontiffs towards 
him. 

Indeed, when he first came to 
Rome to receive from Pope St. 
Gregory II his mandate to preach 
the Word, Our predecessor, after 
he had examined, approved and 
praised Boniface, wrote to him 
with fatherly kindness: “Your 
zealous and Christ-directed de- 
signs, which have been declared to 
Us, and the praiseworthy demon- 
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stration of your upright faith de- 
mand that We use you as Our 
helper in spreading the word of 
God, which through His favor has 
been entrusted to Us ... We 
rejoice in your faith, and We de- 
sire to cooperate with graces so 
generously given . . . Wherefore, 
in the name of the indivisible 
Trinity, and by the unshakeable 
authority of the Prince of the 
Apostles, Peter, with whose teach- 
ings and office We are entrusted 
by (divine) dispensation, and 
whose Holy See We govern, We 
invest your humble person with a 
religious mission, and instruct you 
to make known, with the persua- 
sive powers of truth, by revela- 
tion of the name of Christ our 
Lord and God, the gospel of God’s 
kingdom to whatever peoples, lost 
in the darkness of unbelief, you 
may by his Grace reach.’’** Then, 
because of his outstanding virtues, 
having been consecrated bishop by 
Our predecessor, he pledged obedi- 
ence to him and his successors,** 
and solemnly declared: “I will 
keep in ell its purity the Catholic 
faith and by God’s grace persevere 
in the unity of that faith on which 
certainly depends the salvation of 
all Christians.”** 


Reverence and obedience 


He very carefully showed rever- 
ence and obedience to St. Gregory 
II and his successors, and on oc- 
casion gave clear proof of this.** 
Thus, for example, did he write to 





32 Ibidem, epist. 67, pp. 139-140. 
33 Ibidem, epist. 12, pp. 17-18. 

34 Cfr. Ibidem, epist. 16, pp. 28-29. 
35 Cfr. Ibidem, p. 29. 


36 Cfr. Vita S. Bonifatii, auct. Willibaldo, ed. Levison, p. 25; ibidem, pp. 27-28; 
S. Bonifatii Epist. ed. Tangl, epist. 67, pp. 139-140; epist. 59, pp. 110-112; epist. 


86, pp. 191-194; epist. 108, pp. 233-234. 
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Pope St. Zachary, immediately on 
learning of the latter’s succession 
to the papal throne: “Never have 
we heard of gladder tidings which 
brought us more joy than the news 
that the Supreme Judge had en- 
trusted to Your Holiness the gov- 
ernment of the Apostolic See and 
the care of the sacred canons. 
Lifting our arms in prayer, we 
thanked God. So, just as if we 
were kneeling before you, we 
earnestly pray that we may merit, 
in perfect harmony with the 
sacred canons, to be obedient serv- 
ants of Your Holiness, as we were 
devoted and submissive disciples 
of Your predecessors in Peter’s 
chair. I cease not to call and urge 
to obedience to the Apostolic See 
all who wish to keep the Catholic 
faith and union with the Church 
of Rome, and whomever God gives 
me as followers or disciples in my 
apostolate.’’®’ 

And in the last years of his life, 


when he was already an old man 


and broken by his labors, he hum- 
bly wrote the following to Stephen 
III, recently elected Supreme Pon- 
tiff: “With all my heart and all 
my strength I plead for Your 
Holiness’ clemency, that I may be 
deserving to obtain from your 
gracious mercy the favor of being 
intimately united with the Holy 
Apostolic See and that among the 
disciples of Your Holiness, in the 
service of the Apostolic See, I may 
remain your faithful and devoted 
servant, just as I have been of 
three of your predecessors . . .”** 
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Fidelity and devotion 


Rightly therefore, on the oc- 
casion of the twelfth centenary of 
the beginning of this glorious mar- 
tyr’s apostolic mission among the 
peoples of Germany, Our predeces- 
sor of immortal memory, Benedict 
XV, wrote to the bishops of that 
nation: “Moved by this strong 
faith, inflamed by this piety and 
charity, Boniface most resolutely 
preserved that singular fidelity 
and devotion towards the Apostolic 
See which he seems to have first 
drawn from the contemplative 
exercises of the monastic life in 
his fatherland, which on the point 
of advancing into the open strug- 
gle of the apostolic life, he pledged 
by a sacred vow at Rome, over the 
tomb of Blessed Peter, the Prince 


of the Apostles, and which finally 


he carried with him into the thick 
of the hazardous battle as the 
form of his apostolate and the rule 
of the mission he had undertaken. 
This same fidelity to the Apostolic 
See he never ceased to recommend 
strongly to all those whom he had 
brought forth through the Gospel, 
and to inculcate with such zeal 
that he seemed to have left it as 
his last will and testament.’ 


Church an infallible rock 


This manner of acting of St. 
Boniface, in which his respectful 
homage towards the Roman Pon- 
tiffs is seen most clearly, has al- 
ways been faithfully followed, as 
you know well, Venerable Broth- 
ers, by all those who have kept in 
mind that the Prince of the Apos- 





37 Ibidem, Epist. 50, p. 81. 
38 Ibidem, Epist. 108, pp. 233-234. 


39 Epist. Enc. In hac tanta, A. A. S. 1919, pp. 216-217. 
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tles was placed by our Divine Re- 
deemer as the firm rock upon 
which is built the universal 
Church, which will last until the 
end of time, and that to him also 
were given the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven and the universal 
power of binding and loosing.*° 
Those who reject this rock and 
try to build without it certainly 
lay the foundations of a tottering 
edifice upon shifting sands; their 
efforts, works and undertakings, 
as all human things, cannot be 
solid, cannot be firm and stable, 
but—as both ancient and modern 
history show—must almost neces- 
sarily undergo change as time 
goes on, due to contradictory 
human opinions and the vicissi- 
tudes of human events. 

We therefore consider it very 
opportune that through this sol- 
emn centenary celebration, under 
your guidance, the extremely close 
union of this outstanding martyr 
with the Holy See and his extra- 
ordinary accomplishments be 
shown in their full splendor; this 
will confirm the faith and loyalty 
of those who cling to the infallible 
Teaching Authority of the Roman 
Pontiffs, and it cannot help but 
arouse to a salutary and deeper 
reconsideration those who for any 
reason whatsoever have been 
separated from the successors of 
Blessed Peter, and summon them, 
with the help of divine grace, to 
undertake deliberately and cour- 
ageously that journey which would 
lead them happily back to the un- 
ity of the Church. This is what 
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We exceedingly long for and in 
suppliant prayer earnestly beg of 
the Giver of celestial gifts, namely, 
that the ardent desire of all good 
men be at last fulfilled, that all 
may be one* and all return to 
the unity of the fold, to be fed by 
a single Shepherd.** 


Word of Lord lasts forever 


The life of St. Boniface, which 
we have touched upon briefly, 
Venerable Brothers, teaches us all 
something else. On the pedestal 
of the statue which was erected 
in the monastery of Fulda in 1842 
portraying the Apostle of Ger- 
many, one reads this sentence: 
“The word of the Lord lasts for- 
ever.’’*® And indeed nothing more 
significant, nothing truer could 
have been inscribed there. Twelve 
centuries have passed, one after 
the other; different peoples have 
migrated back and forth; so many 
vicissitudes and horrible wars have 
followed one another; schisms and 
heresies have striven, and still 
strive, to rend the seamless gar- 
ment of the Church; imperial 
might and the dictatorships of 
men who seemed to fear nothing, 
to shrink from nothing, have 
quickly crumbled; different philo- 
sophical conjectures, which strive 
to reach the peak of human learn- 
ing, continually succeed one an- 
other with the passing of time and 
repeatedly assume a new appear- 
ance of truth. Yet the word that 
Boniface preached to the people of 
Germany, Gaul and _ Friesland, 
since it came from Him Who en- 





40 Cfr. Matt. XVI, 18, 19. 
41 Cfr. John XVII, 11. 

42 Cfr. John XXI, 15, 16, 17. 
43 Cfr. I Peter I, 25. 
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dures forever, flourishes also in 
our day and is the way, the truth 
and the life** for all those who 
willingly and gladly embrace it. 
Indeed also in our times there are 
not lacking those who reject this 
word, who try to corrupt it with 
fallacious errors, who finally, 
trampling upon the liberty due to 
the Church and the citizens them- 
selves, strive to destroy and tear 
out completely this word from 
human hearts by means of lies, 
ill-treatment and persecution. Yet, 
as you well know, Venerable 
Brothers, this crafty art is not 
new; it was already known at the 
very beginning of the Christian 
era; Our Divine Redeemer Himself 
forewarned His disciples with 
these words: “Do not forget what 
I said to you: No servant can be 
greater than his master. They 
will persecute you just as they 
have persecuted me.”* But yet 
that same Redeemer consolingly 
added: “Blessed are those who 
suffer persecution in the cause of 
right; the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs.”*® And again: “Blessed 
are you when men revile you, and 
persecute you, and speak all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely be- 
cause of men. Be glad and light- 
hearted, for a rich reward awaits 
you in heaven.’ 


Intercession of St. Boniface 


We are not surprised therefore 
if, today also, the Christian name 
is hated in some places, if in many 
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regions the Church in the dis- 
charge of her divinely given mis- 
sion is obstructed by any and 
every means, if not a few Catho- 
lies are deceived by false doctrines 
and forced into the grave danger 
of losing their eternal salvation. 
May all of us be encouraged and 
strengthened by the promise of 
Our Divine Redeemer: “Behold I 
am with you all through the days 
that are coming, until the consum- 
mation of the world;’’** and may 
we obtain strength from on high 
through the intercession of St. 
Boniface, who in order to spread 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ 
among hostile peoples did not 
flee from long labors, rough jour- 
neys and even death itself, which 


he courageously and confidently 


went to meet in the shedding of 
his blood. 

Through his intercession may 
he obtain from God undaunted 
fortitude especially for those who 
today are in the midst of grave 
perils because of the hostile ma- 
chinations of God’s enemies; and 
may he call back everyone to that 
unity of the Church, which was 
his constant rule of life and action 
and his most earnest desire, urg- 
ing him on during the whole course 
of his life to strenuous and un- 
ceasing labors. 

This is the object of Our most 
earnest prayer to God, while to all 
of you, Venerable Brothers, and 
to each of the flocks entrusted to 





44 Cf. John XIV, 6. 
45 John XV, 20. 

46 Matt. V, 10. 

47 Ibidem, 11, 12. 

48 Matt. XXVIII, 20. 
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your care, with Our whole heart the fifth day of June, on the Feast 
We impart the Apostolic Blessing, of St. Boniface, Bishop and Mar- 
that it may be a pledge of heaven- tyr, in the year 1954, the sixteenth 
ly gifts and a token of Our pa- of Our Pontificate. 
ternal affection. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s Pius XII, Pope 


The everlasting Rock 


Kingdoms and empires have passed away, time and again the nations, as 
though overwhelmed by the weight of years, have fallen asunder while the 
Church, indefectible in her essence, united by a tie indissoluble with her 
heavenly spouse, is here today, radiant with eternal youth, strong with the 
same primitive vigor with which she left the Heart of Christ dead upon the 
cross. Men powerful in the world have risen up against her. They have 
disappeared and she remains. Philosophical systems without number, of 
every form and every kind, rose up against her, arrogantly vaunting them- 
selves her masters, as though they had at last destroyed the teaching of the 
Church, refuted the dogmas of faith and proved the absurdity of her teach- 
ings. But those systems, one after another, have passed into books of history, 
forgotten, bankrupt, while from the Rock of Peter the light of truth shines 
forth as brilliantly as on the day when Jesus first kindled it on His appear- 
ance in the world and fed it with His divine words: "Heaven and earth shall 
pass, but my words shall not pass.’ (Matt. xxiv, 35). 


—St. Pius X. lucunda sane. Mar. 12, 1904. 








NOTES and 
MEMORANDA 


Queenship of Mary 


The Vatican Press Office has an- 
nounced that on November 1 the Holy 
Father will proclaim a liturgical feast 
honoring the Queenship of the Mother 
of God. November 1 is the day on which 
the International Marian Congress, 
which begins in Rome October 24, will 
be brought to a close. It is also the 
fourth anniversary of the proclamation 
of the dogma of the Assumption. The 
Vatican Press Office announcement made 
it clear that the proclamation will in- 
volve only the establishment of a litur- 
gical feast, not the definition of a 
dogma. The exact date of the new feast- 
to-be was not indicated. 


The Marian Year 


During the second quarter 1954, we 
received notice of the publication of 
papal documents on Mary as follows: 

The Grail, St. Meinrad, Indiana 
brought out an anthology on the Im- 
maculate Conception titled The Prom- 
ised Woman. It includes documents of 
Pope Sixtus IV, Pius IX, Pius X, and 
Pius XII. 

The Paulist Press, New York, has 30 
pamphlets on Our Blessed Lady among 
which are The Radiant Crown—Fulgens 
Corona Gloriae, Pius XII; The Dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception, Pius IX; 
The Dogma of the Assumption, Pius 
XII; and a leaflet of the Marian Year 
Prayer, arranged for congregational 
use. 

The Popes Speak of Mary, 1854-1954, 
edited by Rev. Vincent A. Yzermans, 
was published in May by St. Helena’s 
Guild, 1943 Palace Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 


Saint Pius X 


The canonization year of Pius X has 
been (see TPS First Quarter, 1954) and 
no doubt will continue to be the occasion 
for publications relating to the new 
Saint and his pontificate. 


Three recent booklets emphasize his 
reputation as “the children’s Pope”. Two 
of these are from the Divine Word Mis- 
sionary Publications, Techny, IIl.: Bepi, 
The Life of Pius X, by William D. Ryan, 
and Pope St. Pius X, by Rev. Lawrence 
Lovasik; and the third, from St. An- 
thony Guild Press, Paterson, N.J., is 
The Fisherman’s Ring, The Life of 
Guiseppe Sarto, by Teri Martin. 

From Spain (under the Farmington 
Plan, Catholic University of America) 
has come a new, enlarged edition of 
Pio X by Jose Maria Javierre, Barce- 
lona, 1953. 

The Marygrove College annual “papal 
study”, published early in June, is de- 
voted to St. Pius X and consists of 14 
articles together with a list of official 
documents by or pertaining to him, and 
a bibliography. 

Another booklet on the new Saint, St. 
Pius X, by Francis McGrade, with an 
introduction by Bishop Edwin V. O’Hara 
of Kansas City, has been given church 
door distribution by the Catechetical 
Guild Educational Society. Headquar- 
ters of this Guild are in St. Paul, Minn. 
And the Crusade for a More Fruitful 
Preaching and Hearing of the Word of 
God, Inc., Ridgewood, N.J., has distri- 
buted a pamphlet based on the views of 
St. Pius X as expressed in his Encycli- 
cal, Acerbo Nimis. This pamphlet con- 
tains a foreword by His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo. 

St. Pius X and Social Worship, 1903- 
1953: Proceedings of the 1953 Liturgical 
Week, Grand Rapids, Michigan was 
published on June 18 of this year in 
book form by the Liturgical Conference, 
Elsberry, Mo. 

June also saw the publication of Rev. 
Vincent A. Yzerman’s All Things in 
Christ, a collection of 13 encyclicals and 
10 selected documents of Pius X. (New- 
man Press, Westminster, Md.). The 
quotations from St. Pius X in this issue 
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NOTES 


of TPS are taken from Father Yzer- 
man’s book. 


Texts and Translations 
Newly Released 

The Last of the Fathers; St. Bernard 
of Clairvaux and the Encyclical Letter, 
Doctor Mellifluus, by Thomas Merton 
(Harcourt, Brace and Company, N.Y.) 
was published June 3. It contains a 
translation of the Encyclical, notes on 
it, a discussion of St. Bernard as man 
and saint, and a review of his writings. 
The translation is one released by the 
Vatican Press Office with some modifica- 
tions by Father Merton. 

The Vatican Press Office translation 
is also available in Catholic Documents 
XIII, Pontifical Court Club, England; 
and the translation by Rev. M. Ailbe J. 
Luddy, 0.C.S.0., Mount Melleray Abbey, 
Ireland, has been printed in pamphlet 
form by the Cistercian Typography, 
Westmalle, Belgium. 

Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di Sua San- 
tita Pio XII, Volume XV. The fifteenth 
volume of this series contains in the 
language in which they were originally 
delivered, 86 discourses of the Holy 
Father during the fifteenth year of his 
pontificate: March 2, 1953 to March 1, 
1954. Vatican Polyglot Press. 

The National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference has made the encyclical Sacra 
Virginitas available as a pamphlet 
“under the title On Holy Virginity, and 
the National Council of Catholic Men 
has put the Statement of His Holiness 
Pope Pius XII to the Italian Bishops on 
Television (see also TPS First Quarter, 
1954) in leaflet form. Both these or- 
ganizations are addressed at 1312 
Massachusetts Ave. N.W., Washington 
5, D.C. 


Biography and General Studies 


The Catholic Church in World Affairs, 
edited by Waldemar Gurian and M. A. 
Fitzsimons, University of Notre Dame 
Press, lists its Chapter II as “Papal 
Diplomacy: Its Organization and Way 
of Acting” by Edward L. Heston, C.S.C., 
and Chapter III as “The Popes and 
Peace in the 20th Century” by Mon- 
signor Harry C. Koenig. 

Alba Zizzamia’s Catholicism and In- 
ternationalism — A Papal Anthology, 
originally appearing in Thought (Win- 
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ter, 1953-1954), is now available in re- 
print form through N.C.W.C., 13812 
Mass, Ave. N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 
Contains selected quotations (Leo XIII 
to Pius XII) on the subject of inter- 
national order. 

Le Corps Humain. Presentation et 
tables par les Moines de Solesmes. Paris, 
Desclee & Cie, 1953. Lengthy excerpts 
from Leo XIII, Pius XI, and Pius XII. 
(Farmington Plan, Catholic University 
of America). 

Documenta Pontificia ad Instauration- 
em Liturgicam Spectantia (1903-1953). 
Collegit notisque ornavit A. Bugnini, 
C.M., Rome Edizioni Liturgiche, 1954. 
Collection of documents beginning with 
a pastoral letter of St. Pius X, May 1, 
1895 when he was Patriarch of Venice 
and continuing through the Pontificate 
of Pius XII to January 6, 1953. This 
is Vol. 6 in the Bibliotheca “Ephem- 
erides Liturgicae”’  Sectio Practica. 
(Farmington Plan, Catholic University 
of America). 

L’Economie Sociale Selon Pie XII. 
Marcel Clement. Paris, Nouvelles Edi- 
tions Latines, 1953. Contains 84 docu- 
ments, 

Le Encicliche Sociali. Parte I: Intro- 
duzione Storica. Guiseppe Petralia. Pal- 
ermo, 1952-1953. (Farmington Plan, 
Catholic University of America). 

La Femme Dans La Société. Pie XII. 
Textes presentes par Marcel Clement. 
Trois-Rivieres, Le Bien Public, 1953. 

La Paix Intérieure Des Nations. Pre- 
sentations et tables par les Moines de 
Solesmes. Paris. Desclee & Cie. 1952. 
Lengthy excerpts from Pius VI, Pius 
VII, Gregory XVI, Pius IX, Leon XIII, 
Pius X, Benedict XV, Pius XI, and Pius 
XII. (Farmington Plan, Catholic Uni- 
versity of America). 

Il Papa E La Pace, Carlo Lovera di 
Castiglione. Roma. “Domani’ Editrice, 
1958. (Farmington Plan, Catholic Uni- 
versity of America). 

Pio XII Per Un Mondo Migliore. 
Padre Lombardi. Rome. Civilta Cat- 
tolica. 1954. 

Le Probléme Féminin. Presentation et 
tables par les Moines de Solesmes, Paris. 
Desclee & Cie, 1953. Lengthy excerpts 
from Leo XIII Benedict XV, Pius XI, 
and Pius XII. (Farmington Plan, Cath- 
olic University of America). 

“Stampa Cinema Radio Nella Parola 
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Di Pio XII. Documenti a cura di G. 
Pasquali, S.S.P. Rome, Edizioni Paoline, 
1953. 


Acta Apostolicae Sedis (AAS) 

During the second quarter of 1954 
four issues of the Acta were received, 
dated as follows: April 12, May 16, 
May 28 and June 3. Some of their con- 
tents are described below. 

The issue of April 12, 1954 contains 
an Apostolic Letter, Sideribus receptae, 
granting the rank of minor basilica to 
the Cathedral church in Covington, Ky. 

The May 16 issue contains the ency- 
clical letter Sacra virginitas, a transla- 
tion of which is in this issue of TPS. 

The May 28 issue contains the Easter 
message Non altrimenti; the address on 
radiology, Nous sommes heureux d’ac- 
cueillir; the address Quando pochi mo- 
menti fa and the prayer Caro Gesu. All 
these are translated in this issue of 
TPS. The May 28 AAS also contains 
eight letters of Pope Pius XII directed 
to various prelates and officers of as- 


THE POPE SPEAKS 


sociations. The subjects of the letters 
include the religious education of youth, 
sacred art in Italy, Catholic teachers of 
Austria, and the burial place of the 
Apostle, St. Matthew. 

The June 3 Acta contains norms for 
chaplains of the Apostolate of the Sea 
and a summary of 43 nullification cases 
decided by the Roman Rota in 1953. 


Another “The Pope Speaks” 


“The Pope Speaks”—no organizational 
connection with THE POPE SPEAKS, 
though certainly close in aim and spirit 
—has appeared as a regular feature in 
the Register, the weekly diocesan paper 
of St. Cloud, Minnesota. The column, 
edited by Rev. Vincent A. Yzermans, 
who is also editor of the St. Cloud 
Register, summarizes and excerpts from 
various papal addresses and _ letters. 
Father Yzermans writes that lay read- 
ers as well as clerical have evinced an 
“amazing” interest in the column and 
he recommends the idea to other diocesan 
editors. 





Apostolic Delegate Comments: 


ful. 


every family, every home. 





In our preface we gave part of the comment by Archbishop Cicogani 
regarding THE Pore SPEAKS. The whole of his remarks are: 

“In presenting this American Quarterly of Papal Documents to your 
readers, you are making a brother-to-brother gift, for you are giving 
them the teachings of our common Father. The Holy Father ardently 
desires his message to reach all his children. This new quarterly will 
make it possible for every family to have his words in their home, to 
read his teachings carefully and to profit from them.” 

Our experience to date shows that this wide and ever wider dissemina- 
tion of the Holy Father’s words can be achieved. It is somewhat harder, 
of course, to get word of THE POPE SPEAKS to the lay reader than it is 
to the clergy and to libraries and other institutions. But already we 
have a startling number of lay subscribers and results in bookstores 
and pamphlet racks which handled the first issue were markedly success- 
Two bookstores in particular found their original orders of 10 
copies insufficient and reordered a second and third time; between them 
they sold over 70 copies. One church pamphlet rack sold nearly 50 copies 
the first month. We would like to double and triple our “non-clergy 
business” and ask the pastor and teacher, the bookstore and pamphlet 
rack manager to help us bring THE Pore SPEAKS into every parish, 














CANONIZATIONS 


The importance of canonizations to the Church and to the world, and all they connote 
of the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant, of martyrdom and heroic virtue, of 
God's grace and miracles here on earth, of man’s endeavor and Heaven's reward, of 
Church history and papal infallibility, cannot be expressed even in an entire book, much 
less in a few pages. However, the wonder of the canonizations which occurred during 
the quarter covered by this issue and the reverberations continuing from them, impel us 
to give at least a token idea of what is involved in the elevation of the Church's saints 
to the honors of the altar—if only to remind the scholar and to whet the interest of the 
newcomer. A detailed, but very readable, study of the subject with bibliography may be 
found in Father Damian Blaher's The Ordinary Processes in Causes of Beatification and 
Canonization—A Historical Synopsis and a Commentary (Catholic University of America 
Press, Washington, D. C. 1949). A shorter treatment is available in the article on Beati- 
fications and Canonizations in the Catholic Encyclopedia. At the risk of oversimplifying 





the subject we give these brief, chiefly historical, highlights: 


Canonization and beatification are de- 
crees regarding the public ecclesiastical 
veneration of an individual who has 
passed from this life. If the decree con- 
tains a precept and is universal, i.e., 
binding the whole Church, it is a decree 
of canonization. If it only permits such 
veneration with certain specified restric- 
tions or if it binds under precept but 
not with regard to the whole Church, it 
is a decree of beatification. 

One might say, then, that beatification 

in general permits the veneration of a 
person or prescribes it for a locality; 
while canonization prescribes it for the 
whole Church. 
. Formal canonization occurs when the 
veneration is prescribed by the Pope 
in an explicit and definitive decision, 
after due judicial process and cere- 
monies. Equivalent canonization occurs 
when the Pope, omitting the judicial 
process and ceremonies, orders some 
servant of God to be venerated in the 
universal Church. This happens when 
such a saint has been for a very long 
time the object of veneration, when his 
heroic virtues or martyrdom and mira- 
cles are related by reliable historians, 
and the fame of his miraculous inter- 
cession is uninterrupted. 

The legal processes by which the repu- 
tation for sanctity, virtues and miracles 
or the martyrdom of a servant of God 
are subjected to “trial” have their roots 
in antiquity, although it is only within 
the last few hundred years that they 
acquired the precise form they take 
today. 


From the earliest Christian days the 
faithful venerated the relics of martyrs 
and revered these martyrs as being in 
Heaven. Official ecclesiastical approval 
of some kind was necessary and for the 
most part it was the bishop of the 
diocese who examined the case and 
passed judgment. In his examination, 
proof of miracles was of great assist- 
ance in helping to distinguish the true 
martyr from fanatics and imposters. 
Beginning in the fourth century persons 
of heroic virtue, martyrs in spirit as it 
were, as well as martyrs in the flesh, 
came to be venerated. Generally speak- 
ing, a more rigorous investigation was 
conducted of these “confessors” of the 
faith because it was more difficult to 
prove sanctity of life than the simple 
fact of martyrdom. 

For the first several centuries the 
investigations were under the super- 
vision of the Bishop and the resulting 
veneration, unless approved in some 
fashion by the Roman Pontiff, was pure- 
ly local. Only after the express or im- 
plied approval of the Bishop. of Rome 
did a local cultus become universal. The 
Blessed Mother and the Apostles were 
always venerated universally because of 
their obvious sanctity acknowledged 
from the very beginning. 

In the year 993 during a council at 
the Lateran, Luitalfus, Bishop of Augs- 
burg, petitioned Pope John XV to enroll 
Ulrich, his predecessor in the See of 
Augsburg, among the saints. In support 
of his plea he presented a record of Ul- 
rich’s life and a list of his miracles. The 
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evidence was favorably received and 
Ulrich became officially acknowledged a 
Saint. It was the first such canonization 
by the Holy See and while it did not 
put an end to episcopal canonizations 
(they continued off and on until 1634), 
it did set a precedent and petitions for 
papal canonizations became more fre- 
quent. Concurrently, the canonization 
process became more and more judicial, 
and adopted legal procedures similar to 
those followed in the civil courts of the 
day which themselves were undergoing 
a period of development and formaliza- 
tion. 

In 1587 Pope Sixtus V established the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites with the 
principal function of handling causes 
for beatification and canonization, and 
the legislation embodied in present 
Canon Law is essentially that system- 
atized by him. 

The Sacred Congregation of Rites 
consists of the Cardinal Prefect, twenty- 
seven other Cardinals, and numerous 
prelates, officials, consultors and experts. 
Seven of the Cardinals who reside in 
Rome serve regularly. The others serve 
when available or when needed. For a 
beatification or canonization cause there 
must always be a postulator; he pre- 
sents the cause to the Congregation and 
originates the request for canonization. 
Other officials include the archbishop- 
secretary of the Congregation, the pro- 
moter general of the faith (familiarly 
called the “devil’s advocate” because of 
his duty of presenting evidence if any 
against the person’s worthiness), the 
dean and two senior judges of the Ro- 
man Rota, the Master of the Sacred 
Palace (the Holy Father’s personal 
theologian), the head of the historical 
section of the Congregation, and sev- 
eral other theologians. In addition, there 
may be assistants and substitutes for 
certain of the foregoing. 

These men form the reviewing board, 
which, under the Pope, examines all 
evidence and, in three solemn sessions, 
gives definitive judgment upon the 
heroic nature of the virtues and the ob- 
jective reality of the miracles cited as 
proof of a candidate’s sanctity. The 
evidence is taken in places where the 
candidate dwelt and (as far as possible) 
from individuals who knew him person- 
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ally or had direct information about his 
life and virtues. 

Proof of at least four miracles is re- 
quired: two before beatification, two 
more before canonization. In the case 
of miraculous cures, the testimony of 
specialists (preferably non-Catholic) to 
the effect that the recovery of the pa- 
tient is not capable of explanation by 
any known scientific fact is necessary. 
One of the more recent miracles at- 
tributed to the intercession of St. Pius X 
involved an Italian lawyer, Francesco 
Belsani, who had been suffering from a 
severe lung ailment. After medical 
remedies failed, the patient and his wife 
began prayers to Blessed Pius X and 
a picture of him and some flowers from 
his tomb were placed on the patient’s 
chest. On the evening of August 26, 
1951, Belsani was, by the testimony of 
the attending physician, at the point of 
death. During the night he suddenly 
felt better and within a few hours the 
doctor in charge confirmed a complete 
recovery. 

The initial steps by the Holy See to- 


ward beatification and canonization may 


not normally be taken until fifty years 
after the person’s death. However for 
good reason the Pope may shorten this 
period as was done in the case of St. 
Pius X. 

The canonization of Pius X and the 
five saints elevated to the honors of the 
altar a few days later brings to a total 
of thirty-three the number of persons 
canonized by the reigning Pontiff. As 
he said in his discourse on the five saints 
canonized June 12, this year, God does 
not fail in the course of centuries to 
raise up souls rich in the gifts of na- 
ture and of grace to answer the forces 
of evil. “When the knowledge of salu- 
tary truths,” said the Holy Father, 
“darkened by the allurement of earthly 
goods, grows feeble in the consciences 
of men, when the spirit of revolt and 
pride raises hidden or violent persecu- 
tions against the Church, Divine Pro- 
vidence, ever present in bodies and souls 
in the midst of miseries, calls to the 
standard of Christ’s Cross heroes of 
sanctity who radiate splendors of vir- 
ginal purity and fraternal charity to 
serve all the needs of souls and to main- 
tain in its integrity the fervor of Chris- 
tian virtues.” 











GUIDE 


to PAPAL DOCUMENTS 


Section I. New Texts 


Released this 


Quarter (April 1 - June 30, 1954) 


14. Sacra virginitas (encyclical) Mar. 25, 
1954. On holy virginity. 


Latin text 
AAS (May 16, 1954) 46:161-91 
Amer Eccl Rev (July, 1954) 131:41-67 
Osservatore Romano (May 1, 1954) 


English tr. 
Amer Eccl Rev (June 1954) 130:404- 
30 


NCWC News Service (May 7, 1954) 
21p. (incl. 4p. of notes) 

NCWC pamphlet with title On Holy 
Virginity, 

THE PoPE SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


Commentary 

Encyclical on virginity. Soc Just Pev 
(May 1954) 47:52 

Excellence of virginity. America (May 
15, 1954) 91:184 

Le ragioni della Sacra virginitas. Os- 
servatore Romano (May 3-4, 1954) 

Sacra virginitas. Tablet (May 8, 
1954) 203:458 

Tesson, Eugéne. L’encyclique Sacra 
virginitas. Etudes (June 1954) 281: 
366-70 


15. Seraphici Patriarchae (letter) Mar. 
25, 1954. To the Very Reverend Victorio 
Costantini, General of the Franciscan 
Conventuals, on the occasion of the 7th 
centenary of the Basilica of St. Francis 
of Assissi: St. Francis of Assisi. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 16, 1954) 


16. Procuratores generales octo (letter) 
Mr. 31, 1954. To Cardinal Valeri: the 
importance and high mission of the 
teaching brothers; religious education 
of youth. 





Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:202-205 
Osservatore Romano (Apr. 7, 1954) 


English tr. 
THE PoPE SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 2 


17. Delectationem sane peculiarem (let- 
ter) Ap. 3, 1954. To Abp. Patrick 
O’Hara: greetings on his silver episcopal 
jubilee. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 21, 1954) 


18. Eruditionis et virtutis (letter) Apr. 
3, 1954. To Bishop Giuseppe Piazzi of 
Bergamo on the occasion of the 1st cen- 
tenary of the death of Angelo Cardinal 
Mai. 


Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:205-206 


Osservatore Romano (May 6, 1954) 


19. Nous sommes heureux d’accueillir 
(address) Apr. 5, 1954. To participants 
in the Congress of Radiology and Elec- 
trology: recent advances in radiology; 
suffering. 


French text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:214-18 
Documentation Catholique (Apr. 18, 
1954) 51:col. 449-52 
Osservatore Romano (Apr. 5-6, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (Apr. 8, 1954) 
3p. 
THE Pore SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


English excerpt 
Cath Mind (July, 1954) 52:441-42 
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20. Septimo exeunte saeculo (letter) 
Apr. 6, 1954. To Georges Cardinal 
Grente, Archbishop-Bishop of Le Mans, 
France: the 7th centenary of the Cathe- 
dral of Le Mans. 


Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:207-208 
Osservatore Romano (May 19, 1954) 


21. Tibi quum immineret (letter) Apr. 


15, 1954. To Patriarch Josepho VII 
Ghanima: congratulations on his 50 
years in the priesthood. 
Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:208 
Osservatore Romano (May 17-18, 
1954) 


22. Non altrimenti (radio address) Apr. 
18, 1954. Easter message: threat of 
ABC warfare; dedication of science to 
peace. 
Italian text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:212-14 
Civilta Cattolica (May 1, 1954) 105: 
233-35 
Osservatore Romano (Ap. 19-20, 1954) 


English tr. 

Cath Mind (July, 1954) 52:488-40 

NCWC News Service (Apr. 19, 1954) 
3p. 

THE Pore SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 

Tablet (Apr. 24, 1954) 203:404 

Vital Speeches (May 1, 1954) 20:487- 
38 


Commentary 
Crash program for peace. 
May 1, 1954) 91:126-27 
Universal charity vs. reciprocal terror. 
Soc Just Rev (May 1954) 47:53 


America 


23. Caro Gesi (prayer) To be recited 
by children on worldwide Children’s Day 
of Prayer for Peace—May 23. 
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Italian text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:221-22 
Osservatore Romano (May 22, 1954) 


English tr. 
THE Pore SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


24. Pergrata sane animi (letter) Apr. 
24, 1954. To Archbishop Giovanni Cos- 
tantini: on the 25th anniversary of his 
elevation to the episcopaty. 


Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:209-210 
Osservatore Romano (May 6, 1954) 


25. Proximo Majo mense ineunte (let- 
ter) Apr. 24, 1954. To Antonio Cardinal 
Caggiano, Bishop of Rosario: Marian 
Congress at Catamarca, Argentina. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 8, 1954) 


26. Quod, officiosis (letter) May 1, 1954. 
To Archbishop Demetrio Moscato of 
Salerno on the occasion of the 10th cen- 
tenary of the transfer of the remains of 
St. Matthew the Apostle to Salerno. 


Latin text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:210-12 
Osservatore Romano (May 9, 1954) 


27. Quando pochi momenti fa (address) 
May 2, 1954. To 20,000 Italian ele- 
mentary school children: dangers threat- 
ening spiritual well-being of children 
today. 


Italian text 
AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:218-21 
Osservatore Romano (May 3-4, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (May 8, 1954) 
8p. 
THE PoPe SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 





The GUIDE covers material published during this quarter in over 150 selected periodicals and 


in such books as have come to our notice. 


It is divided into three sections. Section | lists, chron- 


ologically, the messages of the Pope delivered or released in this quarter together with translations 
(English only) and commentaries which have appeared to date. Section Il lists, also chronologically, 
texts, translations and commentaries during this quarter on papal messages of the past. And Section 
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fairly general interest they are noted in the Acta section of our NOTES AND MEMORANDA. 
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28. Perjucundo animo nuntium (letter) 
May 4, 1954. To Card. Clemente Emilio 
Roques on his 50 years in the priest- 
hood and 25 years in the hierarchy. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 14, 1954) 


29. Doul sement affectés (telegram) 
May 9, 1954. To Premier Papagos of 
Greece: sympathy for earthquake vic- 
tims. 





French text 
Osservatore Romano (May 9, 1954) 


30. Chers fils et chéres filles (radio ad- 
dress) May 16, 1954. Tri-lingual mes- 
sage to the Catholics of Switzerland on 
the occasion of their 10th Katholikentag 
(National Catholic convention) : plea for 
perseverance and Christian optimism in 
the battle against materialism. 


French, German, and Italian text 
Osservatore Romano (May 17-18, 
1954) 


French text and tr. of German and 
Italian sections. 
Documentation Catholique (May 30, 
1954) 51:col.641-46 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (June 5, 1954) 
4p. 
THE Pope SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


31. It has been to Us (letter) May 18, 
1954. To the Most Rev. Cyril Cowderoy, 
Bishop of Southwark: commends the 
work of reconstruction of Southwark 
Cathedral. 


English text 
Tablet (June 5, 1954) 203:554. 


32. Jucundo admodum animo (letter) 
May 25, 1954. To Emmanuele Cardinal 
Concalves Cerejeira, Patriarch of Lisbon, 
naming him Papal Legate to the Portu- 
uese Marian Congress at Braga. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (June 9, 1954) 


33. Affinché la giornata (message) May 
26, 1954. To the Catholic women of 
Italy for the observance of Catholic 
women’s day. 
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Italian text 
Osservatore Romano (May 26, 1954) 


34. Ad honorem Sanctae (formula) May 
29, 1954. Used for the canonization of 
Pius X. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 31-June 1, 
1954) 


English tr. 
THE PoPE SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 2 


35. Quest’ora (address) May 29, 1954. 
The canonization of Pope Pius X: Pius 
X and canon law; the Holy Eucharist. 


Italian text 
Osservatore Romano (May 31-June 1, 
1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (May 29, 1954) 
5p. 
THE PoPE SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


English excerpts 
Tablet (June 5, 1954) 203:552 





36. Pro iis, quas Eminentissimus (ad- 
dress) May 31, 1954. Reply to message 
of homage and good wishes read by 
Cardinal Tisserant in the name of the 
hierarchy assembled for canonization of 
Pius X. 





Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 31-June 1, 
1954) 


37. Si diligis (address) May 31, 1954. To 
some 350 Cardinals, Archbishops and 
Bishops present in Rome for canoniza- 
tion of St. Pius X: teaching authority of 
the Church. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (May 31-June 1, 
1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (June 4, 1954) 
4p. 
THE Pope SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


English excerpts 
Tablet (June 5, 1954) 203:553-54 
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38. Ecclesiae fastos (encyclical) June 5, 
1954. The 12th centenary of the death 
of St. Boniface; his loyalty to the Holy 
See. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (June 6, 1954) 
English tr. 
THE PoPE SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no, 2 


39. Non é forse (address) June 6, 1954. 
Five-language TV message given during 
western Europe’s Ist telecast over an 
international TV hookup: TV’s role and 
promise. 


French, Italian, German, English, and 
Dutch text 
Osservatore Romano (June 7-8, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (June 17, 1954) 
3p. 
THE Pore SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 2 
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English excerpt 
Tablet (June 12, 1954) 203:577 


40. Ad honorem Sanctae (formula) June 
12, 1954. Used for the canonization of 
five new saints. 


Latin text 
Osservatore 
1954) 94:2 


Romano (June 14-15, 


41. Se le forze (address) June 12, 1954. 
Given during the canonization cere- 
monies for five new saints: outline of 
their lives and virtues. 


Italian text 


Osservatore Romano (June 14-15, 
1954) 
English tr. 
THE Pope SPEAKS (2d Qtr 54), v. 1, 
no. 2 


Section II. Translations and Commentaries 
Appearing this Quarter which Pertain to 
Documents Released Prior to April 1, 1954. 


New Collections 


The Popes Speak of Mary, 1854-1954, 
compiled and published by Vincent 
A. Yzermans, St. Cloud, Minnesota; 
this collection contains English transla- 
tions of the following documents: Pius 
IX, Ineffabilis Deus; Leo XIII, Supremi 
Apostolatus officio; prayer To Mary, 
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary; Diu- 
turni temporis; Pius X, Vergine Santis- 
sima; Ad diem illum laetissimum; Pius 
XI, Lux veritatis; Ingravescentibus 
malis; Pius XII, Nostis profecto; O Ver- 
gine Immacolata; Munificentissimus 
Deus; Venerabili fratelli e diletti; In- 
gruentium malorum; Fulgens corona; 
Rapiti dal fulgore. 


The Promised Woman, an anthol- 
ogy on the Immaculate Conception, 
edited by Stanley G. Mathews, S.M. This 
collection includes English translations 
of the following papal documents: Sixtus 
IV, Cum praecelsa; Grave nimis; Pius 
IX, Ubi primum; Ineffabilis Deus; Pius 





X, Ad diem illum laetissimum; Pius XII, 
Fulgens corona. 


Pius IX 


1854 Ineffabilis Deus (apostolic letter) 
Dec. 8, 1854. Defining the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception. Commentary: 
Walsh, John P., Bishop de Mazenod and 
the dogma, Our Lady’s Digest (Apr. 
1954) 8:437-39. 


Pius X 


1903 Tra le sollecitudini (Motu proprio) 
No. 22, 1908. On sacred music. English 
excerpts: Cath Art Quar (Easter, 1954) 
17:70; Commentary: Bonnet, Dom An- 
toine. The Motu proprio and organ 
music. Greg Rev (May-June 1954) 1: 
31-37; Navarro, Juan. Is the Motu pro- 
prio of Blessed Pius Tenth on sacred 
music binding in conscience? Caecilia 
(May-June 1954) 81:140-45; Potiron, 
Henri. The Motu proprio and sacred 
polyphony. Greg Rev (March-Apr. 1954) 
1:38-47. 
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1904 Ad diem illum laetissimum (en- 
cyclical) Feb. 2, 1904. Jubilee of defini- 
tion of the Immaculate Conception. En- 
glish tr.: Marian reprint, no. 25; Com- 
mentary: Roncalli, A. G., Cardinal. Dal- 
la Ad diem illum alla Fulgens corona. 
Osservatore Romano (May 17-18, 1954) 


Pius XI 


1928 Divini cultus (apostolic constitu- 
tion) Dec. 20, 1928. Commentary: Navar- 
ro, Juan. Is the Motu proprio of Blessed 
Pius Tenth on sacred music binding in 
conscience? Caecilia (May-June 1954) 
81:140-45. 


Pius XII 


1952 La famiglia é@ la culla (radio ad- 
dress) Mar. 23, 1952. For “family day” 
of Italian Catholic Action: the Christian 
conscience as an object of education. 
English tr.: Irish Eccl Record (Apr. 
1954) 81:300-06. 


1952 Exsul familia (apostolic constitu- 
tion) Aug. 1, 1952. Spiritual care of 
emigrants. Commentary: Ferretto, Gui- 
seppe, Cardinal. Apostolic constitution 
Exsul familia. Amer Eccl Rev (Feb-Mar, 
1954) 130:73-83, 146-62. Ferretto, Gui- 
seppe, Cardinal. Sua Santita Pio XII 
provvido padre degli esuli e sapiente or- 
dinatore dell’assistenza spirituale agli 
emigranti. Osservatore Romano (Mar. 
12, 1954) Le nouve norme dell’ Exsul 
familia. Osservatore Romano (Mar. 12, 
1954). 


1953 Christus Dominus (apostolic con- 
stitution) Jan. 6, 1953. Concerning the 
discipline to be observed with respect to 
the Eucharistic fast. Commentary: Con- 
way, William J. Eucharistic Fast. Irish 
Eccl Record (Apr. 1954) 81:291-92; Con- 
way, William J. The new law on the 
Eucharistic fast (text with translation 
and commentary). Dublin, Browne and 
Nolan, Ltd., 1954. Ellard, Gerald. New 
Evening Mass; (includes English tr. and 
instruction by John C. Ford, S.J.) Col- 
legeville, Minn., The Liturgical Press, 
1954. 


1953 Siamo ben felici 
19, 1953. 


(address) Mr. 
To pupils and teachers of 
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schools for adult education: adult edu- 
cation in relation to political, economic, 
social and religious life. English. tr.: 
Anima (Spring-Summer 1954) p. 7-16; 
Irish Eccl Record (May, 1954) 81:382- 
88. 


1953 La vostra viva fede (address Apr. 
26, 1958. To 2,000 delegates to the 1st 
Convention of women tobacco workers: 
dignity of workers, their apostolate in 
saving souls. English tr.: Cath Mind 
(June, 1954) 52:382-84. 


1953 Ci mancano (address) May 1, 
1953. To 3500 Italian workers: signifi- 
cance of May 1 for Christian worker; 
urges international economic cooperation 
in Europe; sound family life. English 
tr.: Cath Mind (June, 1954) 52:375-77. 


1953 Coloro i quali stimano (address) 
May 14, 1953. To 10,000 workers (Ital- 
ian Catholic Workers Association) con- 
vening to commemorate the 62nd an- 
niversary of Rerum Novarum. English 
tr.: Cath Mind (June, 1954) 52:369-74. 


1953 Quae intemerata (apostolic letter) 
July 1, 1953. St. Maria Goretti, patron- 
ess of Nettuno, Italy. Latin text: AAS 
(Mar. 18, 1954) 46:90-91. 


1953 Ad Evangelii rationem (apostolic 
letter) July 14, 19538. New constitutions 
of the Order of Friars Minor approved 
and confirmed. Latin text: AAS (Mar. 
18, 1954) 46:91-93. 


1953 Soyez les bienvenus (address) Jul. 
20, 1953. To members of the Marian 
Congregation of Rennes: directives for 
an interior life. English tr.: Our Lady’s 
Digest (May, 1954) 9:39-40. 


1953 Hispaniarum fidelitas (Apost. 
Const.) Aug. 5, 1953. Certain norms to 
be observed by the Spanish nation and 
by the collegiate chapter of Alma. Latin 
text: AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:193-97. 


1953 Von dem aufschlussreichen (let- 
ter) Aug. 11, 1958. To the Presidents of 
the Katholische Lehrerschaft Oster- 
reichs: the 60th anniversary of the 
society of Catholic teachers of Austria. 
German text: AAS (May 28, 1954) 46: 
200-201. 
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1953 Que de todo o catélico (radio 
address) Aug. 15, 1953. To the Na- 
tional Eucharistic Congress held at Be- 
lém, Brazil. English tr.: Cath Doc (Feb. 
1954) no.14:1-4, 


1953 Aprés avoir regu (address) Aug. 
28, 1953. To 120 boys crippled during 
the last war: offers encouragement and 
points out their sufferings can become 
a spiritual good. English tr.: Cath Doc 
(Feb, 1954) no.14:5. 


1953 Soyez les bienvenus (address) 
Sept. 7, 1953. To participants in the 
International Symposium on Genetics: 
sterilization and the banning of mar- 
riage for persons with hereditary dis- 
eases. English tr.: Cath Doc (Feb. 1954) 
no.14:6-15. 


1953 Fulgens corona gloriae (encycli- 
cal) Sept. 8, 1958. Urging all Catholics 
to join in observing a Marian Year to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the Papal Bull defining the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception. English tr.: 
Australasian Cath Record (Jan. 1954) 
31:1-12; Cath Doc (Feb. 1954) no.14:16- 
25. Our Sunday Visitor Press; pamph- 
let with title The Marian Year, 31p; 
Paulist Press. Pamphlet with title The 
Radiant Crown, 24 p; Commentary: Fal- 
lani, Giovanni. Fulgens corona. Osserva- 
tore Romano (May 30, 1954). 


1953 Abbimo atteso questo (address) 
Sept. 9, 1953. To 200 priest moderators 
of youth groups of Italian Catholic Ac- 
tion attending the National Week of 
Religious Pedagogy: mission of youth in 
modern life. English tr.: Cath Doe (Feb. 
1954) no.14:26-29. 


1953 Mutant res (apostolic constitution) 
Sept. 19, 19538. New status for the 
ecclesiastical provinces of India. Latin 
text: AAS (Mar. 18, 1954) 46:83-87. 


1953 Nous croyons que trés (address) 
Oct. 3, 1953. To participants in the 6th 
International Congress of Penal Law: 
an effective system of punishment for 
war crimes. French text: Actes pontifi- 
caux, no.62, p.24-39; English tr.: Cath 
Doc (Feb. 1954) no.14:30-41. 


1953 Nous vous saluons (address) Oct. 
8, 1953. To participants in the 26th Con- 
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gress of the Italian Urology Society: 
moral aspects of surgery. Commentary: 
McCarthy, J. The morality of the am- 
putation of a healthy organ. Irish Eccl 
Record (Apr. 1954) 81:286-87. 


1953 Lorsque Nous avons connu (ad- 
dress) Oct. 10, 1953. To participants 
in the ist Congress of the European 
Union of Financial Accounting and 
Economic Experts: moral standards for 
guidance of members of this profession. 
French text: Documentation catholique 
(Apr. 18, 1954) 51:c0l.497-500. 


1953 C’est d’un coeur paternel (mes- 
sage) Oct. 15, 1953. On an annual day 
for the missions. English tr.: Furrow 
(May, 1954) 5:319-23. 


1953 Animus Noster gaudio (address) 
Oct. 17, 1953. Fourth centenary of the 
Gregorian University in Rome. Com- 
mentary: Guerrero, E., S.J. La libertad 
del filosofo catolico en un discurso del 
Papa. Razén y Fe (May 1954) 149:443- 
54, 


1953 The business mission (address) 
Oct. 29, 1953. To participants in the 
conference of the American Society of 
Travel Agents: urges adoption of fair 
practice code based on Christian ethics. 
English text: Cath Doc (Feb. 1954) no.- 
14:42-44, 


1953 Il Nostro primo cordiale (address) 
Nov. 4, 1953. To one of two Italian 
Catholic Action Youth groups: plea for 
a peaceful and ardent army of youth 
ready for every command of Church and 
Pope. English excerpts: Cath Mind 
(July, 1954) 52:443. 


1953 Di gran cuore (address) Nov. 21, 
1953. To members of the Council of the 
Autonomous Institute for Popular Hous- 
ing on the occasion of the 50th anni- 
versary of its founding: need for hous- 
ing projects—private, public, and co- 
operative. English tr.: Cath Mind (May, 
1954) 52:309-311. 


1953 Rapiti dal fulgore (prayer) Nov. 
21, 1958. Marian Year prayer.. English 
tr.: Action Now (June, 1954) 7:21, Ark 
(Apr. 1954) 9:52; Ave Maria (June 26, 
1954) 79:22; Our Sunday Visitor Press 
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pamphlet with title The Marian Year; 
Paulist Press pamphlet with title The 
Radiant Crown. 


1953 Le douloureux spectacle (letter) 
Nov. 30, 1953. Day of prayer for peace 
to be held in May, 1954. French text: 
Clergy Rev (May, 1954) 39:300-302. 


1953 Ci riesce (address) Dec. 6, 1953. 
To the 5th National Convention of the 
Union of Italian Catholic Jurists: reli- 
gion in the community of nations. Com- 
mentary: Fenton, J. C. Toleration and 
the church-state controversy. Amer Eccl 
Rev (May, 1954) 130:330-43; Guerrero, 
E., S.J. Mas sobre la libertad religiosa 
en Espafia. Razén y Fe (Apr, 1954) 
149:327-42; Meglio, G. di. Ci riesce and 
Cardinal Ottaviani’s discourse. Amer 
Eccl Rev (June, 1954) 130:384-87; Mes- 
sineo, A., S.J. Tolleranza e comunita dei 
popoli. Civilita Cattolica (May 15, 1954) 
105:371-83; Tonneau, Jean, O.P. Une 
lecon de prudence politique. Vie Intel- 
lectuelle (Ap, 1954) 25:10-32. 


1953 Depuis plusieurs années (address) 
Dec. 6, 1953. To delegates attending the 
7th general conference of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization: social as- 
pects of F.A.O. program. French text: 
Documentation catholique (Apr. 18, 
1954) 51:col.503-04. 


1953 Quando, lasciate (radio address) 
Dec. 8, 1958. To youth of Italian Cath- 
olic Action: call for youth to keep image 
of Mary always in their souls, to mobil- 
ize for battle against evil. English ex- 
cerpts: Integrity (May, 1954) 8:36-40. 


1953 Il popolo, che abitava (radio ad- 
dress) Dec. 24, 1958. Christmas message 
to the world: technology, science and 
religion, materialism, the family, social 
action, the state, European unity, and 
peace. English tr.: On modern technol- 
ogy and peace. Washington, D.C., NC- 
WC, 1954. 138p. 


1953 Ecclesiae bonum postulat (motu 
proprio) Dec. 25, 1958. Modifications 
for canon 2319. Latin text: AAS (Mar. 
18, 1954) 46:88; Irish Eccl Record (June 
1954) 81:470-71. 





197 


1954 We are deeply touched (address) 
Jan, 18, 1954. To Sir Douglas Fred. 
Howard: tribute to Queen Elizabeth; on 
peace. English text: Australasian Cath 
Record (Apr, 1954); Clergy Rev (June, 
1954) 39:362-63. 


1954 Cum hodie quintus (letter) Feb. 
11, 1954. To the President of Italy, 
Aloisio Einaudi: 25th anniversary of the 
Lateran Treaty. Latin text: AAS (Mar. 
18, 1954) 46:94-95. 


1954 Allorché docili (radio address) 
Feb. 14, 1954. To the sick: the blessings 
of suffering; sickness and the spiritual 
life. Italian text: AAS (Mr. 18, 1954) 
46:95-99; English tr.: Cath Mind (May, 
1954) 52:305-308; Family Digest (Ap. 
1954) 9:20-24; Linacre Quarterly 
(May, 1954) 21:32-35; Our Lady’s Di- 
gest (Apr. 1954) 8:459-68; Hospital 
Progress (Ap. 1954) 35:48-49. 


1954 Ci sarebbe riuscito (message) Feb. 
28, 1954. To the parish priests and Len- 
ten preachers of Rome: the laity in 
parish life; Catholic action; rebuilding 
the world in the spirit of Christ. Italian 
text: AAS (Mar. 18, 1954) 46:99-103: 
English tr.: Cath Mind. (June, 1954) 52: 
378-81. 


1954 Mariali hoc vertente anno (letter) 
Mar. 7, 1954. To Alfredo Ildefonso Car- 
dinal Schuster, Archbishop of Milan: 
felicitations on his triple jubilee cele- 
bration. Latin text: AAS (Apr. 12, 
1954) 46:140-41; Osservatore Romano 
(Mar. 19, 1954). 


1954 Summa Dei beneficia (letter) Mar. 
13, 1954. To Manuel Cardinal Arteaga 
y Betancourt, Archbishop of Havana, 
congratulating him on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of his priesthood. 
Latin text: AAS (May 28, 1954) 46:201- 
202. Osservatore Romano (May 20, 
1954). 


1954 Nel fausto 80° genetliaco (mes- 
sage) Mar. 25, 1954. To Aloisio Ein- 
audi, President of Italy, congratulating 
him on his 80th birthday. Italian text: 
Osservatore Romano (Mar. 25, 1954). 
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Section III. Alphabetical list of Titles 
and Addressees of Documents Covered, 


in full or 


Abbiamo atteso questo, 196 

ABC warfare, 133, 192 

Ad diem illum laetissimum, 194 

Ad Evangelii rationem, 195 

Ad honorem Sanctae, 146, 194 

Ad honorem Sanctae, June 12, 1954, 194 

Adult education, 195 

Affinché la giornata, 193 

Allorché docili, 197 

American Society of Travel Agents, 196 

Animus Noster gaudio, 196 

Aprés avoir recu, 196 

Arteaga y Betancourt, Manuel, Cardinal, 
197 

Atomic warfare, 133, 192 

Austrian Catholic teachers, 195 

Autonomous Institute for Popular Hous- 
ing, 196 

Boniface, Saint, 171, 194 

The business mission, 196 

Caggiano, Antonio, Cardinal, 192 

Canon 2319, modifications, 197 

Caro Gest, 140, 192 

Catholic action and youth, 196 

Cerejeira, Emmanuele Cardinal 
calves, 193 

C’est d’un coeur paternel, 196 

Chers fils et chéres filles, 141, 193 

Child militant in the modern world, 187, 
192 

Children of Italy, 192 

Children’s prayer for peace, 140, 192 

Christian life and optimism: bulwark 
against materialism, 141, 193 

Christmas message, 1953, 197 

Christus Dominus, 195 

Church music and the Motu proprio, 194- 
95 

Ci mancano, 195 

Ci riesce, 197 

Ci sarebbe riuscito, 197 

Coloro i quali stimano, 195 

Congress of Radiology and Electrology, 
129, 191 

Costantini, Giovanni, Archbishop, 192 

Costantini, Victorio, General of the 
Franciscan Conventuals, 191 

Cowderoy, Cyril, Bishop, 193 

Cum hodie quintus, 197 

Cum praecelsa, 194 

Dear Jesus (prayer), 140, 192 

Delectationem sane peculiarem, 191 

Depuis plusieurs années, 197 

Di gran cuore, 196 


Con- 


in part, 





in this Issue. 


Diuturni temporis, 194 

Divini cultus, 194 

Douloureusement affectés, 193 

Le douloureux spectacle, 197 

Easter 1954 and the Threat of ABC 
Warfare, 133, 192 

Ecclesiae bonum postulat, 197 

Ecclesiae fastos, 171, 194 

Einaudi, Aloisio, President of Italy, 197 

Ellard, Gerald, 195 

Emigrants, 195 

Encyclical on holy virginity, 101, 191 

Encyclical on St. Boniface, 171, 194 

Eruditionis et virtutis, 191 

Eucharistic fast, 195 

European television network: symbol and 
promise, 161, 194 

European Union of Financial Account- 
ing and Economic Experts, 196 

Evening Mass, 195 

Exsul familia, 195 

La famiglia é la culla, 195 


-Five New Saints: Heroism, Faith, Pu- 


rity, Charity, 165, 194 

Ford, John C., S.J., 195 

Francis of Assisi, St., 191 

Franciscan Constitutions, 195 

Fulgens corona gloriae, 196 

Ghanima, Josepho VII, Patriarch, 192 

Grave nimis, 194 

Gregorian University, 196 

Grente, Georges Cardinal, 192 

High Mission of the Teaching Brothers, 
125, 191 

Hispaniarum fidelitas, 195 

Holy virginity, 101, 191 

India, Ecclesiastical provinces of, 196 

Ineffabilis Deus, 194 

Ingravescentibus malis, 194 

Ingruentium malorum, 194 

International Congress of Penal Law, 
196 

International Symposium on Genetics, 
196 

It has been to Us, 193 

Italian Catholic Action Youth group, 196 

Italian Catholic Jurists Union, 197 

Italian Catholic women, 197 

Italian Catholic Workers Association, 
195 

Italian workers, 195 

Italian Society of Medical Radiology, 
129, 191 

Italian Urology Society Congress, 196 
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Jucundo admodum animo, 193 

Katholische Lehrerschaft Osterreichs, 
195 

Laboring classes in Italy, 195 

Lateran Treaty, 197 

Lay theologians, 153, 193 

Le Mans (cathedral), 192 

Lorsque Nous avons connu, 196 

Lux veritatis, 194 

Mai, Angelo, Cardinal, 191 

Maria Goretti, Saint, patroness of Net- 
tuno (Italy), 195 

Mariali hoc vertente anno, 197 

Marian Year, 196 

Marian Year prayer, 196 

Mary, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
(prayer), 194 

Matthew, Saint, Apostle, 192 

Missions, annual day for, 196 

Moscato, Demetrio, Archbishop of Sa- 
lerno, 192 

Motu proprio on church music, 194-95 

Munificentissimus Deus, 194 

Mutant res, 196 

National Convention of teachers and pu- 
pils, Italy, 195 

National Eucharistic Congress, 
(Brazil), 196 

Nel fausto 80° genetliaco, 197 

Non altrimenti, 133, 192 

Non é forse, 161, 194 

Nostis profecto, 193 

Il Nostro primo cordiale, 196 

Nous croyons que trés, 196 

Nous sommes heureux d’accueillir, 129, 

ee |! 

Nous vous saluons, 196 

O Vergine Immacolata, 194 

O’Hara, Gerald Patrick, Archbishop, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Ireland, 191 

Papagos, Alexander, Premier of Greece, 
193 

Parish priests and Lenten preachers of 
Rome, 197 

Pergrata sane animi, 192 

Perjucundo animo nuntium, 193 

Piazzi, Giuseppe, Bishop of Bergamo, 191 


Belém 


Pius X: providential saint of our times, - 


147, 193 

Pius X, St., 146, 193 

Popes Speak of Mary, 1854-1954, 194 

Il popolo, che abitava, 197 

Prayer for peace, 140, 192 

Preaching mission of the Church, 158 

Priest moderators of Italian Catholic 
Action youth groups, 196 
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Pro iis, quas Eminentissimus, 198 

Procuratores generales octo, 191 

Proximo Majo mense ineunte, 192 

Quae intemerata, 195 

Quando, lasciate, 197 

Quando—pochi momenti fa, 187, 192 

Que de todo o catélico, 196 

Quest’ora, 147, 193 

Quod, officiosis, 192 

The Radiant Crown, 196 

Radiologists and Electrologists of Latin 
Culture, 129, 191 

Rapiti dal fulgore, 196 

Religious education of youth, 191 

Roques, Clemente Emilio, Cardinal, Abp. 
of Rennes, 193 

Sacra virginitas, 101, 191 

Saint Boniface, 171, 194 

Schuster, Alfredo Ildefonso, 
197 

Science and peace (Easter message), 
133, 192 

Se le forze, 165, 194 

Septimo exeunte saeculo, 192 

Seraphici Patriarchae, 191 

Si diligis, 158, 198 

Siat.0 ben felici, 195 

Sickness and the spiritual life, 197 

Southwark Cathedral, 193 

Soyez les bienvenus, 195 

Soyez les bienvenus, 196 

Summa Dei beneficia, 197 

Supremi Apostolatus officio, 194 

Swiss Catholics, 193 

Teaching authority of the Church, 158, 
193 

Technology and peace, 197 

Tibi quum immineret, 192 

Tisserant, Eugéne, Cardinal, 193 

Tra le sollecitudini, 194 

U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion, 197 

Ubi primum, 194 

Valeri, Valerio Cardinal, 191 

Venerabili Fratelli e diletti, 194 

Vergine Santissima, 194 

Virginity, 101, 191 

Von dem aufschlussreichen, 195 

La vostra viva fede, 195 

We are deeply touched, 197 

Women tobacco workers convention, 195 

X-Rays and the problem of suffering, 
129, 191 

Youth of Italian Catholic Action, 196, 
197 

Yzermans, Vincent A., 194 


Cardinal, 
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ABC Warfare see Easter Message 1954 


Benedictines 
And St. Boniface see Boniface, St. 


Bishops 
Only Bishop can give commission to 
preach, 159 


Boniface, Saint 
Ecclesiae fastos (encyclical) June 5, 
1954. To the Archbishops, Bishops, 
and other Local Ordinaries of Great 
Britain, Germany, Austria, France, 
Belgium and Holland. 


Digest: 

History of Church demonstrates her 
sanctity, 171 

Twelfth centenary of martyrdom of 
St. Boniface an occasion of spe- 
cial rejoicing and public prayer 
particularly in certain countries, 
171 

Apostolic See too has special reason 
to venerate this saint, 171 

Anglo-Saxon by birth, Boniface 
entered monastery at an early age 
and was soon elected Superior, 171 

Urged on by apostolic zeal and forti- 
tude of soul he sought and re- 
ceived a papal mandate to evan- 
gelize Germany and Friesland, 173 

His successes prompted the Pope to 
consecrate him “regional bishop” 
of vast territory, 173 

Backed by papal authority and sup- 
port he brought a new era of 
Christian civilization to many 
countries, 174 

With the help of fellow Benedictines 
he erected monasteries, convents 
and churches, and put new lands 
to cultivation for the benefit of 
all, 174 

Through his activity a new era 
dawned for the German people; 
wherefore he can rightly be called 
the spiritual father of all Ger- 
mans, 175 
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Monastery of Fulda which he 
founded had great influence on 
sacred and profane learning of 
his day and ours, 175 

Fulda also a source of further mis- 
sionary activity and a center of 
contemplation and prayer, 176 

Acting as papal legate Boniface re- 
vivified the Christian faith of 
France and strengthened. France’s 
union with the Roman pontiff, 176 

Boniface then returned with a few 
companions to Friesland where he 
achieved new missionary  suc- 
cesses, 178 

In northern Friesland, attacked by 
a furious mob of pagans, Boni- 
face, having encouraged: his com- 
panions, serenely embraced mar- 
tyrdom with them, 178 

Divine grace the source of his en- 
ergy and strength, 178 | 

His zeal, humility and close union 
with Apostolic See aré evident, 
181 : 

His reverence and obedienée to Pope, 
181 

This singular fidelity and devotion 
to the Apostolic See was the form 
of his apostolate, the rule of his 
mission, and, as it were, his last 
will and testament, 182. 

Centenary celebration should high- 
light his close union with Holy 
See, 183 

This will confirm faith and loyalty 
of faithful and summon others to 
return to the one fold, 183 

Wars, schisms, heresies, persecu- 
tions in his day and ours, yet 
word Boniface preached endures 
since it came from Him Who en- 
dures forever, 183 

Intercession of St. Boniface asked 
in these evils of the day, 184 

Britain 
Its part in Christianizing other na- 
tions, 172 
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Its re-Christianization by St. Augus- 
tine under Gregory the Great, 172 


Canon law 
And Pius X, 147 


Catholic Action 
Can reach souls otherwise inaccessible, 
109 


Charity 
External works of charity a fruit of 
virginity, 109 
Mystical connection with virginity, 106 


Chastity 
Perfect chastity see Virginity 


Children 
Prayer for peace, text, 140 


Children’s duties 
Quando pochi momenti fa (discourse) 
May 2, 1954. To elementary school 
children of Rome inaugurating their 
Marian Year observances. 
Digest: 

Pope as Vicar of Christ loves chil- 
dren and desires their company, 
137 

Through him Christ speaks to them, 
137 

Innocence of children charms men, 
enraptures angels, moves even 
God, 137 

Can avoid wiles of serpent by obey- 
ing Christ through parents, teach- 
ers, priests, 139 


Must have special love for Our 


Lady, 139 
Children’s prayers and_ sacrifices 
great help in protecting Church 
today, 140 
Church 


And Modernism, 149 

And Pius X, 149 

And saints, 165 

Demonstrates relationship between 
God and law, 148 

Duty of Church and Catholics to con- 
tribute to solution of legal, economic 
and social problems, 142 

Endures despite wars, heresies, perse- 
cutions, 183 
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History of Church demonstrates her 
sanctity, 171 

Importance of teaching brothers to 
Church, 125 

Infallible interpreter of divine revela- 
tion, 159 

Preaching as an act of the Church, 
159 

Source of renewed social life through 
Eucharist, 151 


Church and science 

Genuine beauty of culture created by 
Christian religion, 163 

Important influence of Fulda monas- 
tery on secular learning, 175 

Material progress approved but must 
be counterbalanced by religious and 
moral forces, 141 

See also Faith and reason 


Church, preaching mission of 
Msgr. Montini’s letter, April, 1954, 
to Bishop Duperray on the occasion 
of the 67th National Congress of the 
Union of Catholic Works of France. 


Digest: 

Preaching the Word of God a pri- 
mary function of apostleship, 158 

First aim of preaching: to lead men 
to knowledge of God, 158 

No task more essential or apostolic 
than preaching the Gospel, 159 

Necessity of commission from bishop 
not merely disciplinary, 159 

Only by commission from bishop 
does preaching become an act of 
the Church, 159 

Preaching must instruct the mind, 
159 

Great need of the faithful for the 
Sunday sermon, 160 

Knowledge sustained by continual 
labor, prayer and_ sacrifice—all 
necessary for preacher, 160 

Mission of preacher associated with 
that of Immaculate Virgin who 
gave us the Word of God, 160 


Church, teaching authority of 
Si diligis (address) May 31, 1954. To 
Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops 


Only documents which appear in full in this issue of TPS are indexed here and a brief digest of 
each appears under its particular subject heading. Hence the arrangement is partly alphabetical, 


partly logical or sequential. 


Titles of discourses and names of addressees are not covered here. 


For chronological and alphabetical lists of these names and titles see our GUIDE. 
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present in Rome for canonization of 
St. Pius X. 
Digest: 

Example of Pius X, 153 

The words “If you love . . . feed” 
encourage pastors to active char- 
ity in their ministry, 154 

Symptoms of a certain spiritual con- 
tagion evident, 154 

Only successors of Apostles are 
teachers divinely constituted, 154 

Others teach only by mandate from 
this lawful teaching authority, 155 

Bishops must supervise doctrine 
these others teach, 155 

Matters of religion and morals per- 
tain solely to office and authority 
of Church, 156 

Hence necessity of conformity and 
union with this living teaching 
authority, 156 

Laity can render praiseworthy serv- 
ice but must be always under 
authority of Church, 156 

False claims and dangers of a new 
so-called “lay theology,” 157 

These admonitions not meant to 
deter men of any group from 
deeper study and dissemination 
of sacred doctrine provided there 
is submission to sacred teaching 
authority of Church, 157 


Contemplative life 


Value of, 114 
Dominic Savio, St. see Saints 


Easter Message 1954 


Non altrimenti (discourse) Apr. 18, 
1954. To the peoples assembled in 
St. Peter’s Square. 


Digest: 
Anxiety over third world war, 133 
New weapons can destroy vast areas 
and introduce monstrous factors 
into human heredity, 133 
Question of international agree- 
ments to proscribe and banish 
ABC warfare, 134 
Security in Christ’s precepts, not in 
new weapons, 134 
Forces of matter could bring pros- 
perity and well-being, 135 
As anguish grows more acute, hope 
shines forth in Mary, 135 
Petitions to her, 135 
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Education 
And teaching brothers see Teaching 
brothers 
Duty of parents to educate children, 
113 
Sex instruction of youth, 113 


Europe 
European television network hailed, 
161 


Faith 
Virginity as an evidence of, 109 


Faith and reason 

And Pius X, 149 

Close alliance between, 149 

Danger of merely human knowledge 
without Christian virtue, 126 

Faith in eternal verities most valu- 
able contribution to world’s general 
welfare, 142 

Importance of secular learning, 125 

Study of natural forces reveals handi- 
work of God; results of research 
benefit mankind, 132 


Family 


Importance of teaching brothers to 
family, 125 

Observance of natural law and Chris- 
tian life solves difficulties, 142 


Fathers of the Church 
Teaching on virginity, 104 


France 
And St. Boniface, 176 
And the Pope, 177 


Friesland, 
And St. Boniface, 178 


Fulda, monastery of 
And St. Boniface, 176 
Center of contemplation and prayer, 
176 
Important influence on sacred and 
profane learning, 175 
Source of missionary activity, 175 


Gaspar del Bufalo, St. see Saints 


Germany 
St. Boniface the spiritual father of 
German people, 175 


Grace. divine 
Source of Boniface’s 


energy and 
strength, 179 
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Holy Eucharist 

And Pius X, 151 

And the Church, 151 

And the priesthood, 151 

And virginity, 120 

Communion for young children en- 
couraged by St. Pius X, 151 

Frequent communion encouraged by 
St. Pius X, 151 

Only apt foundation for worthy social 
life and perfection of individual, 151 


International cooperation 
In banning ABC warfare, 134 
Television as symbol and promise of 
union between nations, 163 


Law 
And the Church, 148 
God as source and basis of all order, 
justice and law, 148 


Lay apostolate 
Praiseworthy work but must be under 
authority of Church, 156 


Lay brothers see Teaching brothers 
Maria Crocifissa di Rosa, St. see Saints 


Marian Year 
As means of strengthening faith, 141 


Marriage 

And the duty of good example, 113 

And the lay apostolate, 113 

And virginity see Virginity 

Duty of married couples to educate 
children, 113 

Mutual affection and aid not principal 
purpose of institution of sacrament, 
112 


Martyrdom 
And virginity, 123 


Mary Blessed Mother 

And Sts. Peter Chanel, Gaspar del 
Bufalo, Joseph Pignatelli, Dominic 
Savio, Maria Crocifissa di Rosa, 
165 

Children should have special devotion 
to, 138, 139 

Dignity of virginity owes origin to 
Mary, 121 

Love for Mary implies love for Church, 
143 

Mission of preachers associated with 
that of Mary, 160 

Prayer to, for world menaced by ABC 
weapons, 135 
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Priests, lawmakers, rulers, entire 
world recommended to Mary’s pro- 
tection, 144 

Seek grace through Mary, 121 

Special devotion to Mary an aid to 
virginity, 121 


Mass 
Television not a substitute for actual 
presence, 163 


Materialism 
Chers fils et chéres filles (radio mes- 
sage) May 16, 1954. To Swiss Nation- 
al Catholic Convention in Fribourg. 


Digest: 

Marian Year intended as means of 
strengthening faith, 141 

Danger of material progress when 
not counterbalanced by religious 
and moral forces, 141 

Observance of natural law and 
Christian life needed to solve dif- 
ficulties in family and nation. 

Duty of Church and Catholics to 
contribute to solution of legal, 
economic and social problems, 142 

Absolute truth the indispensable 
basis of science, 143 

Need for good example by Catholics, 
143 

Brilliant conquests of science by 
their nature so useful present 
themselves today as bearers of 
ruin, 144 

Christian optimism founded on firm 
rock of Faith will sustain, 144 

Entire world commended to Mary’s 
care, 144 


Mental health 
And virginity, 116 


Modernism 
Aimed at very foundation of Church, 
149 
Heroic victory of Pius X over Mod- 
ernisni, 149 
See also Faith and reason 


Modesty 
Importance of, 119 
Not perpetual silence but a just 
temperance and moderation, 119 


Mortification see Sacrifices and Mortifi- 
cation 


Papal states 
Work of St. Gaspar del Bufalo in, 166 
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Parents 
Children obey Christ through parents, 
139 


Peace 
Children’s prayer for, text, 140 
Security in Christ’s precepts, not in 
ABC weapons, 134 


Peter Chanel, St. see Saints 


Pius X, St. 
Quest’ ora (address) May 29, 1954. 
To faithful assembled in St. Peter’s 
Square to witness canonization of St. 
Pius X. 
Digest: 
Pius X’s only aim: to restore all 
things in Christ, 148 
Code of Canon law as means to this 
end, 148 
His victorious struggle against Mod- 
ernism testifies to his heroic faith, 
149 
By preserving close alliance between 
faith and science he exercised a 
notable influence even beyond the 
Catholic world, 149 
Most faithful portrayal: as priest in 
Eucharistic ministry, 150 
Encouraged daily communion and 
communion at early age, 151 
Stressed importance of vows and 
community life, 152 
Stressed the interior life, 152 
In this age of technology he is the 
Saint and guide of our time, 152 


Also mentioned in other discourse: 
Followed closely in footsteps of High 
Priest and Shepherd, 153 


Pope 

And ABC Warfare, 133 

And his infallible teaching authority, 
183 

And the teaching authority of the 
Church, 154 

Apostolic See has special reason to 
venerate St. Boniface, 171 

Christ speaks to children through him, 
137 

Close union of St. Boniface with, see 
Boniface, Saint 

Special love for children, 137 

Supported St. Boniface in his mission- 
ary endeavors, 173 
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The firm rock on which the universal 
Church is built, 182 

Union between France and Pope 
strengthened by St. Boniface, 177 


Prayer 
And virginity, 109 
Prayers and sacrifices of children of 
special value, 139 
To Mary for world menaced by ABC 
weapons, 135 


Preaching see Church, preaching mission 
of 


Priesthood 

And celibacy see Virginity 

And Pius X, 150 

Children obey Christ through priests, 
139 

Duty to preach the Gospel, 159 

Grave responsibility to teach value of 
Eucharist, 151 

High sanctity, 150 

Most efficacious in dispensing of Holy 
Eucharist, 151 

Priest’s right to preach dependent on 
mandate from his Bishop, 159 

Vocations to, cultivated by teaching 
brothers, 127 

See also Vocations 


Radiology 
Nous sommes heureux d’accueillir (dis- 
course) Apr. 6, 1954. To participants 
in the Congress of Radiology and 
Electrology in Rome. 


Digest: 


Diagnostic and therapeutic advances 
of radiology, 129 

Technical problems to be solved, 129 

Enigma of effects of x-rays on liv- 
ing matter, 130 

Importance of personal relationships 
and associations to advance of 
science, 130 

Over-optimism and its contrary dis- 
couragement to be avoided, 131 

Example of Christ’s healing, 131 

Radiologists should assist patient 
to understand moral implications 
of his sufferings, 131 

Study of natural forces reveals 
handiwork of God; results of re- 
search benefit mankind, 132 


Sacrifices and mortification 
An aid to virginity, 117 
Practised by St. Maria Crocifissa di 
Rosa, 168 














Prayers and sacrifices of children of 
special value, 139 

Voluntary penance encouraged to off- 
set disquieting thirst for pleasure, 
142 

See also Suffering, meaning of 


Saints 
Se le forze (discourse) June 12, 1954. 
On the occasion of the canonizing of 
five new saints. 
Digest: 

God does not fail to raise up saints 
particularly when Church has 
special need for them, 165 

Five saints canonized today de- 
lighted in God’s commands amid 
distress and anguish, 165 

The foreign missions: St. Peter 
Chanel’s life, work and martyr- 
dom in Oceania, 165 

Keeping the faith strong among 
Catholics: St. Gaspar del Bufalo’s 
life and work in the Papal States 
of the 19th century, 166 

Suffering in obedience and silence: 
St. Joseph Pignatelli and the re- 
storation of the Society of Jesus, 
167 

Tender age, weak body, strong soul: 
St. Dominic Savio, 168 

Renunciation, mortification and 
charity: St. Maria Crocifissa di 
Rosa and her work in the hos- 
pitals of Brescia, 168 

These saints a marvelous crown for 
Mary who has showered favors 
upon them, 169 


Science 
Absolute truth the indispensable basis, 

143 
Brilliant conquests of science by na- 
ture are useful but today present 
themselves as bearers of ruin, 144 


Science and religion see Faith and reason 


Seminarians 
Importance of separation from tumult 
of world, 118 
Training of, 118 


Sex 
Can be regulated by reason, 111 
Not strongest instinct in man, 111 
Sex instruction of youth, 113 


Sick 
Can be present in spirit at religious 


INDEX 
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ceremonies of Church through tele- 
vision, 163 
See also Suffering, meaning of 


Society of Jesus 
Restoration of through St. Joseph 
Pignatelli, 167 


Spiritual life 

And Pius X, 152 

Importance of interior life, 152 

Necessary for preacher, 160 

Spiritual life of teaching brothers an 
important factor in education of 
youth, 126 

Virginity an aid to, 107 ff. 


Suffering, meaning of 

Radiologist should help patient under- 
stand moral implications of his suf- 
fering, 131 

Suffering in obedience and silence a 
characteristic of St. Joseph Pigna- 
telli, 167 

Sufferings of great value in sight of 
God, 123 

See also Sacrifices and mortification 


Teachers 
Children obey Christ through teachers, 
139 
See also Teaching brothers 


Teaching authority of Church see Church, 
teaching authority of 


Teaching brothers 
Procuratores generales (letter) March 
31, 1954. To Cardinal Valeri, Prefect 
of the Sacred Congregation of Reli- 
gious Orders and Institutes. 


Digest: 

Teaching brothers’ work of great 
importance to Church, family and 
society, 125 

Should impart to their pupils not 
only true doctrine but also good 
education in secular arts and 
sciences, 125 

Danger of merely human knowledge 
without Christian virtue, 126 

Spiritual life of brothers themselves 
an important factor, 126 

High honor and dignity of the lay 
brother’s state, 126 

Teaching brothers render fullest 

support to Bishops and clergy not 

only by providing fitting educa- 

tion for youth, but also by culti- 
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vating vocations among students 
attracted to priesthood, 127 


Television 
Non é forse (television address) June 
6, 1954, to television viewers in Italy, 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Denmark, and 
Great Britain. 
Digest: 

Ability to see speaker and expres- 
sion on his face makes television 
an effective and stirring medium, 
161 

European television network hailed, 
161 

Television at its best in portraying 
events at the moment they hap- 
pen, 162 

Its very nature begets an alert and 
potentially critical audience, 162 

If its moral value is to keep pace 
with its other advantages, tele- 
vision companies and spectators 
must provide for prudent selec- 
tion, 162 

Television should refrain from 
things contrary to the moral sense 
and recognize genuine beauty 
created by man’s culture and par- 
ticularly Christian religion, 163 

Television’s opportunity to bring re- 
ligious ceremonies of Church to 
sick, 163 

Not a substitute for actual presence 
but a great help, 163 

Television a symbol and promise of 
union between nations, 163 


Also mentioned in other discourse: 
And children, 138 


Theology 
False claims and dangers of a new 
so-called “lay theology,” 157 


Trent, Council of 
Superiority of virginity defined by, 111 


Virginity 
Sacra virginitas (Encyclical) March 
25, 1954. 
Digest: 
A precious treasure and noble gift, 
101 
Has flourished in Church since apos- 
tolic times, 101 
Some have erroneously exalted mar- 





riage above virginity. So Church’s 
teaching now expounded, 103 

Teaching of Christ on virginity, 103 

Perpetual chastity, 103 

Not a Christian virtue unless em- 
braced for kingdom of heaven, 103 

Improper motives cited, 103 

Not stable virtue without vow, 104 

Teaching of the Fathers, 104 

Christ as Model, 106 

Mystical connection between virgin- 
ity and perfection of charity, 106 

Consecrated persons more at God’s 
disposition and devoted to good of 
neighbor, 107 

Numerous advantages for advance- 
ment in spiritual life, 107 

Fitting that priests who offer the 
Eucharistic sacrifice possess per- 
fect chastity, 108 

Hence virginity preferable to mar- 
riage because it has a higher aim, 
108 

Members of Catholic Action can 
often reach souls otherwise inac- 
cessible, 109 

But this is primarily field of action 
of consecrated persons, 109 

External works, prayer for others 
and trials endured are fruits of 
virginity, 109 

Virginity an evidence of faith and 
source of strength of spirit, 109 

An example to all, 110 

A marvelous image of sanctity and 
fecundity of the Church, 110 

Superiority of virginity defined by 
Trent, 111 

Sex instinct not the strongest and 
can be regulated by reason, 111 

Doctrine that marriage is only 
means of assuring perfection of 
human personality denounced as 
dangerous error, 112 

Celibacy of priests must be retained 
and will be a source of grace and 
union with God, 112 

Error of those who counsel young 
men and women against life of 
virginity on pretext that they are 
of greater value in the world, 113 

Virginity not necessary for Chris- 
tian perfection nor is it urged on 
all, 114 

Demands free choice from man and 
supernatural grace from God, 114 

Virginity a difficult virtue and sub- 
stitutes for martyrdom, 115 
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Nontheless it can be perfectly and 
faithfully preserved, 116 

Some doctors too quick to predict 
mental imbalance in specific cases, 
116 

Constant vigilance and prayer, vol- 
untary discipline and bodily morti- 
fication necessary, 116 

Even those in ill health are never 
free from necessity for vigilance 
and internal self-control, 117 

Flight more effective than open war- 
fare, 117 

Hence occasions of sin should be 
carefully avoided, 117 

To safeguard sacerdotal sanctity 
from cares and pleasures of laity, 
Church has promulgated wise and 
appropriate laws, 118 

Importance of separating semi- 
narians from tumult of world, 118 

Importance of Christian modesty, 
119 

Does not mean perpetual silence by 
parents and educators, but a just 
temperance and moderation, 119 

Importance also of filial fear, Chris- 
tian humility, charity, prayer, 
Penance and Holy Eucharist, 
devotion to Mary, 119 

Dignity of virginity owes its origin 
to Mary, 121 

Should meditate on her virtues and 
seek grace through her, 121 





Decrease in vocations in some coun- 
tries, 122 

Let parents consider the great honor 
it is to have son a priest or 
daughter a consecrated virgin, 122 

Special thought for those suffering 
persecution, 123 

Their pains, sufferings, prayers are 
of great value in sight of God, 
123 

Should imitate consecrated virgins 
of early Church who suffered 
martyrdom with courage and in- 
domitable hearts, 123 


Vocations 
Decrease of, in some countries, 122 
Errors in counseling young on voca- 
tions, 113 

Great honor to parents, 122 

Obligations of those who decide fitness 
of candidates for Holy Orders or 
religious life, 115 

Need for, 122 


X-Rays see Radiology 


Youth 
Education of by teaching brothers see 
Teaching brothers 
Power of truly educated youth to 
establish better social order, 125 
Sex instruction of, 113 
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